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I. INTRODUCTION

The naming of a facility, space, or program is one of the highest honors an individual or
organization can receive from a university. Florida State University ("the University")
feels great responsibility to ensure that such recognition honors its history, values, and
central mission, and aligns with its goals of achieving excellence in teaching, research,
and public service.

The University encourages opportunities for the naming of its facilities, spaces, and
programs through significant philanthropy or by honoring scholars and other
distinguished individuals who are preeminent in their field of endeavor and/or have
contributed meaningfully to the University. Any such naming, whether honoring the
donor or another party, must undergo a high level of consideration and due diligence
to ensure that the name comports with the purpose and mission of the University.
Section 267.062, Florida Statutes, provides that the University Board of Trustees shall
have primary authority regarding naming of University buildings and other facilities.
The State University System of Florida’s Board of Governors has delegated naming
authority to the University Boards of Trustees consistent with BOG Regulation 9.005.

This policy covers the requirements for the naming of those buildings and facilities
specifically governed by the State University System of Florida’s Board of Governors,
statutes, and law, but also provides criteria for the naming of all other significant
University programs and places. FSU has a separate policy, FSU’s Gift Acceptance &
Counting Policies, which captures the University’s protocols and requirements for
named funds.

No naming shall be permitted for any entity or individual whose public image,
products, intellectual property, or services may conflict with the University's values,
purpose and mission. Minimizing reputational risk to the University is paramount.



The following requirements apply to all Florida State University campuses, facilities,

programs, centers, institutes, and direct support organizations, and governs the

naming of buildings and facilities, academic units, non-academic units, and physical

structures or parts of physical structures. All such University entities intending to name

such places, programs, etc. listed above must consult and comply with this policy.

II. POLICY

The Committee on Campus Names Members

The Committee on Campus Names is the governing body responsible for all campus

naming approvals that are honorific namings or philanthropic namings of $500,000+.

This committee shall be composed of the following individuals:

e The Vice President for Faculty Development and Advancement (Chair)

e The Senior Vice President for Finance and Administration

e The Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

e The Associate Vice President for Facilities and Chief Facilities Officer

e An appointee of the Faculty Senate

e The Vice President and Director of Athletics or designee

e The Vice President for Student Affairs or designee
e The President of the Student Body
e Two external members appointed by the University President, one of whomisa

University Alumni

e One member appointed by the Chair of the Board of Trustees

Definitions

University President

President of Florida State University

Provost

Provost of Florida State University

University Board of

The 13-member governing board for Florida State University

Trustees

VPUA Vice President for University Advancement and President, FSU
Foundation

Committee The Committee on Campus Names




Advancement

Functional areas that work in tandem to “advance” the University’s
philanthropic and alumni engagement goals and are working in
fulfillment of the University’s mission within the Division of University
Advancement

Unit/Academic Unit

Academic or athletic programs, units, centers, institutes, departments,
schools and colleges, including those that are online or virtual

Unit Head Dean or director of an academic unit reporting to the Provost, dean or
head of a campus, president or head of a direct support organization,
vice presidents of the University, president of the student body

Naming The act of honoring an individual or entity by placing their name on a

University facility or program

Nameable Space

A structure or space that may bear the name of an honoree
(philanthropic or non- philanthropic)

Facility

Physical structures including buildings, building additions, collections of
buildings, monuments, statues or sculptures depicting actual persons,
fields, parks, open-air courtyards, streets, roads, alleys, bridges,
recreational complexes, other outdoor areas, and any similar physical
spaces.

As a subset of that list, Board regulation 8.009 defines a University
facility as any building, road, bridge, park, recreational complex, other
similar facility or educational site. These facilities, regardless of value or
philanthropic cost, require approval by the University Board of Trustees
as a noticed, non-consent agenda item.

Athletics

Primarily refers to the fundraising of Florida State Athletics via the
Seminole Boosters, the direct support organization of FSU Athletics

Honorific Naming

Naming a facility or program to honor scholars and other distinguished
individuals who are preeminent in their field of endeavor and/or have
contributed meaningfully to the University, which requires formal
approval per this policy

Donor An individual contributing financially to the University through their
philanthropy
Namesake The individual for whom a facility or program may be named

Development Officer

An individual raising philanthropic dollars for the University as their full-
time job

Philanthropic Cost

Total fundraising goal of a project

Philanthropic Naming

Naming a facility or a program for a benefactor who underwrites the
cost or a significant portion of the cost of a university facility or
contributes financially to the facility or program being named.
Significant portion of the cost is 50 percent unless waived by the
President and Chair in extraordinary circumstances.
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Principal Gift A philanthropic gift of $5M or higher

Administration of Policy

The VPUA shall administer this policy, and development officers university- wide and
University officials shall reference and adhere to this policy, where applicable, in any
written agreement or understanding regarding naming.

e For honorific naming, faculty and staff of the University may submit a proposal to
the Committee on Campus Names, after conferring with the VPUA to determine
if the naming proposal removes a potential donor funding opportunity.

e In consultation with the University President, the VPUA may refer any naming
proposal to the Committee on Campus Names for a recommendation. All naming
proposals to be approved by the University Board of Trustees will first be reviewed
by the Committee.

e When appropriate, the University President shall forward all positive naming
recommendations to the University Board of Trustees for final approval.
Notification of any significant naming action that does not require University
Board of Trustee approval will be shared, for informational purposes, with the
Board of Trustees annually during one of its publicly noticed meetings. Naming of
a facility or academic/athletic unit defined in Board regulation 8.009 must appear
as a non-consent item on the University Board of Trustees' agenda for their
approval.

e The VPUA shall be responsible for review of this policy and for making any necessary
revisions as needed.

Approval for Naming of Spaces

The naming of any University facility as defined in Board regulation 8.009 (any
building, road, bridge, park, recreational complex, other similar facility or educational
site) must be approved by the University Board of Trustees as a noticed, non-consent
agenda item, regardless of value or philanthropic cost.

In addition, there are three tiers of approval for the naming of spaces as outlined below,
which take place prior to University Board of Trustees approval:

e Named spaces of $500,000 or more are approved in the following sequencing, with
the VPUA and University President approving twice:
o Unit Head, VPUA, Provost, University President, and Committee on
Campus Names. VPUA then advances to University President, who
advances to University Board of Trustees.
e Named spaces valued between $250,000-5499,999 are approved by the Unit Head,
VPUA, President and the Provost
e Named spaces less than $250,000 require only Unit Head approval
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Additionally, named spaces within the FAMU-FSU College of Engineering (if a
University facility as defined in Board regulation 8.009) will require additional
consideration from FSU’s partner institution, FAMU, as well as any affiliated legal
entities of FAMU charged with responsibility and oversight for such namings. This is
applicable for namings of any amount.

See below for further detail on each approval level.

General Requirements

1. When a naming opportunity is presented, strong preference shall be given to
persons who have had long, close, and valued associations with the University as
educators, administrators, or distinguished and supportive alumni, parents, and
friends. The following factors shall also be considered in approving naming
recognition of any person or entity, living or dead:

a. Whethertheindividual, corporation or other legal entity has promoted the
purpose and mission of the University;
b. Whetherthe reputation of the individual, corporation or other legal entity
may reflect negatively or adversely upon the University;
c. Whethertheindividual, corporation or other legal entity is in compliance
with any agreements with the University;
d. Whether any existing agreements prohibit changing or addinganameto a
University facility or academic or athletic program;
e. Whether there is a plan for continued recognition of an individual, corporation or
other legal entity for whom an academic unit was previously named; and
f. Whether the naming represents a potential conflict of interest, appearance of
commercial influence, or could compromise the institution’s academic or
research autonomy.

2. Donor recognition does not need to be tied directly to a gift for the named
building orimprovement, or academic/athletic unit. Donors who support such
projects may make their gifts unrestricted to the University or to the unit
responsible for the private fundraising, while being recognized for the gift by
naming an available space. Significant unrestricted gifts may be recognized
through naming opportunities.

3. Only one naming is allowed for each naming gift. If a donor wishes to name an
endowment and a space, or multiple spaces, their additional gift(s) must each
meet the minimum amount required for that type of naming.

4. If the overall fundraising exceeds the philanthropic costs, the additional funds may be



applied toward other programmatic initiatives within the beneficiary unit, with
donor’s consent as reflected in their gift agreement, and in consultation with the Unit
Head. Additionally, this pivot in usage should be documented in the donor’s gift
agreement.

Donors must fulfill their naming-associated pledge in five years or less. Final and
actual naming will only be considered when 50% of a pledge is received. The
associated academic/athletic unit will coordinate with University Advancement Gift
Services to determine when 50% of a pledge is fulfilled, to formalize the naming of
the space. If a longer pledge period is needed for a principal gift, or an exception is
requested regarding the percentage of the pledge paid prior to actual naming,
preapproval is required by the VPUA, the University President and the University
Board of Trustees.

Gifts-in-Kind of at least $1,000,000 may be considered for a naming
opportunity with approval from the VPUA, President and University Board of
Trustees.

Deferred gifts may be considered for a naming opportunity only if irrevocable,
and provided there are no immediate or anticipated funding needs for building
renovations or expansions.

Corporate naming may be considered. See additional information in Duration of
Naming and Removal of Naming below.

Once a building or program has been named, the name shall not be changed or
removed unless there are unusual or compelling reasons for changing the name,
with a strong preference toward maintaining the name or recognition in
perpetuity. The University, through the sole and absolute discretion of its
University Board of Trustees, may exercise this option if continued use of a
designated name, in the University President's judgment and recommendation,
will bring discredit upon the University. Failure to complete a naming pledge shall
also constitute a valid reason for changing the name. In the event of such a name
removal or renaming, the University shall have no financial responsibility to the
donor or to the affected academic/athletic unit, regardless of prior agreement or
statement. Factors to be considered in such a decision include:
a. Didthe University, at the time of a naming, honor a namesake for reasons
that are fundamentally at odds with the current values or mission of the
University?
b. Were the reason(s) provided as justification for honoring the namesake
reasonably substantiated based on the records and information available at the
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10.

11

12.

13.

14.

15.

time? Since then, have new records of relevance been discovered that
discredited, contextualized, and/or shed new light on the information
previously available and/or the justification for the recognition? If so, given
that history, do the contributions of the namesake to the University justify the
recognition that currently exists?

c. Isthe honorific recognition of the namesake having a significantly adverse
impact on members of our current University community or the community
at large? Significant impact would be measured by the gravity of the
impact, the number affected and its duration.

Honorific naming of a University facility is prohibited for any active University
board member to include University Board of Trustees, direct support
organizations, and colleges or units, as well as any employee of the State
University System of Florida’s Board of Governors or any active employee or
student. Normally, a waiting period of at least two years must have elapsed from
the time the individual’s employment ended or the individual left public office.
Exceptions may be considered under certain circumstances, with approval of the
University President, including when the individual is no longer living or a
philanthropic gift requests the naming.

. At no time should promises or commitments regarding naming be made in

advance of final approval by the appropriate University entities.

Naming should be limited to the name of the individual, family, or entity and
typically does not include additional descriptive language. If a different naming
convention is requested, approval from the University President is required.

Leased spaces are available only for clearly-defined finite terms disclosed to the
donor in advance in the gift agreement, with no additional guarantees for carry-
over naming upon conclusion of the lease and into a more permanent space.

Exceptions to this policy may be made only by the University President and
the University Board of Trustees.

The Florida State University Naming Policy shall follow all statutory and State
University System of Florida Board of Governor requirements (current statutes: s.
267.062. F.S. and BOG 9.005).



Naming of Spaces and Units at $500,000 or More

The naming of any University facility as defined in Board regulation 8.009 (any
building, road, bridge, park, recreational complex, other similar facility or educational
site) must be approved by the University Board of Trustees as a noticed, non-consent
agenda item, regardless of value or philanthropic cost.

Additionally, named spaces of $500,000+ are approved in the following sequencing, with
the VPUA and University President approving twice:

o Unit Head, VPUA, Provost, University President, and Committee on
Campus Names. VPUA then advances to the University President, who
advances to University Board of Trustees.

o If aspace within the FAMU-FSU College of Engineering, approval must
also be sought via any affiliated legal entities of FAMU charged with
responsibility and oversight for such namings.

1. Prior to soliciting any funds, colleges and units that undertake fundraising
campaigns to name spaces shall develop a list of proposed naming values using the
FSU Naming Cost Formula below in consultation with the lead development officer,
the Unit Head and VPUA.

a. The proposed minimum naming values should be submitted with sufficient
background information, floor plans, renderings, etc. to show the rationale
for selecting the proposed minimum naming amounts.

2. Unit Heads will maintain a list of naming opportunities—both available and
successfully designated—that are a part of their unit. Unit Heads will collaborate
with University Advancement Donor Relations and Gift Services to update the list at
least annually and provide a copy to the VPUA.

3. The VPUA will maintain a university-wide list of all naming opportunities with
proposed gift amounts and identification of the appropriate approval entity.

4. Temporary naming of physical structures may be considered based on the length of
period of naming and an assessment of market value associated with the structure.

Naming of Spaces and Units Below $500,000

The naming of any University facility as defined in Board regulation 8.009 (any
building, road, bridge, park, recreational complex, other similar facility or educational
site) must be approved by the University Board of Trustees as a noticed, non-consent
agenda item.



Additionally, named spaces below $500,000 are approved in the following sequencing:

$250,000—5499,999

o Unit Head, VPUA, and Provost and President
Less than $250,000

o Unit Head only

If a space within the FAMU-FSU College of Engineering, approval must also be
sought via any affiliated legal entities of FAMU charged with responsibility and
oversight for such namings.

Prior to soliciting any funds, colleges and units that undertake fundraising
campaigns to name spaces shall develop a list of proposed naming values using the
FSU Naming Cost Formula below in consultation with the lead development officer,
the Unit Head and VPUA.
o The proposed minimum naming values should be submitted with sufficient
background information, floor plans, renderings, etc. to show the rationale
for selecting the proposed minimum naming amounts.

Unit Heads will maintain a list of naming opportunities—both available and
successfully designated—that are a part of their unit. Unit Heads will collaborate
with University Advancement Donor Relations and Gift Services to update the list at
least annually and provide a copy to the VPUA.

The VPUA will maintain a university-wide list of all naming opportunities with
proposed gift amounts and identification of the appropriate approval entity.

Temporary naming of physical structures may be considered based on the length of
period of naming and an assessment of market value associated with the structure.

Duration of Naming

The duration of a donor's or honoree's name on any facility or unit ordinarily

continues for as long as the facility or unit is used in the same manner or for the same

purpose for which the naming occurred. The duration shall be reflected in the donor’s

gift agreement. Upon demolition, replacement, substantial renovation, redesignation

of purpose, or similar modification of a named facility or unit, the University may deem

that the naming period has concluded.

The appropriate University representative will make all reasonable efforts to inform in

advance the original donors or honorees or their surviving family members when the

naming period is deemed to have concluded.
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The University may, but is not required to, provide for the appropriate perpetuation of
the previous name. Perpetuation of the original name in an equivalent naming is not
required. Appropriate perpetuation of previous names may include, for instance, a
plaque in or adjacent to new and renovated facilities.

In the event of a corporation or organization naming of a facility, if the corporate or
organization name changes for any reason, including a merger, acquisition, or
dissolution, the University may deem that the naming period has concluded. If the
corporate donor wishes to underwrite the costs to change all physical signage
pertaining to the naming, that will be considered at the University’s discretion.

Leased spaces are available only for clearly-defined finite terms disclosed to the donor in
advance in the gift agreement, with no additional guarantees for carry-over naming
upon conclusion of the lease. Leased spaces must follow the same FSU Naming Cost
Formula below.

FSU Naming Cost Formula

The formula below determines the minimum cost to name a space. Units heads may
then factor in marketability and other weighting factors to determine the final cost to
name the spaces in their unit.

See additional requirements below for the naming of an entire facility or unit/program.

Named spaces within the FAMU-FSU College of Engineering will require additional
consideration, collaboration, and modification as appropriate after consultation with
FSU’s partner institution, FAMU.

Documentation needed for FSU Naming Cost Formula:

1. Building name
2. Total gross square footage of project

3. Total construction cost of project (new construction or renovation) or total
replacement value (existing spaces)

a. Insured value is used for total replacement value

4. Proper documentation of square footage and cost (e.g. cost estimate contract,
floor plans with square footage)

5. Fundraising goal for project (may equal total construction cost if no other funding is
available)
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a. Itisrecommended that the aggregate sum of naming opportunities be
150-200% of the project cost if dependent solely on private support.

EFSU Naming Cost Formula:

1. Total Fundraising Goal + Total Gross Square Footage = Minimum Cost-
Per-Square-Foot (S/SqFt) Example: $88,000,000 + 80,000 sq. ft. = $1,100
per square foot

2. Cost Per Square Foot X Square Footage of Space =

Minimum Cost of Space Example: $1,100 X 500 sq. ft.

= $550,000 minimum cost of space

3. Increase cost, beyond the minimum cost of space, as appropriate for weighting
factors (must be approved by Unit Head):
e High traffic spaces/areas or spaces adjacent to high traffic
e Locations accessible to the general public
e Spacesthat support the program (i.e. a lab as opposed to a faculty office)
e Spaces containing windows with scenic views
e Spaces with special architectural features
e Space associated with a high-profile program
e State-of-the-art laboratories or program spaces

Example: An atrium in a building with heavy traffic that houses a high-profile program,
accessible to the public, with large windows displaying a beautiful section of campus. The
space is 3,000 square feet with a cost per square foot of $1,000, bringing the minimum cost
for this space to $3,000,000. However, due to the weighting factors listed above, the cost for
the space is increased to $4,500,000.

Additional Requirements for Naming of Entire Facility or Unit/Program:

If a donor is naming an entire facility (new construction or renovation), their gift must be
a minimum of 50% of the total fundraising goal. The University President and the
University Board of Trustees can make an exception.

If a donor is naming a program or unit, their gift must establish an endowment from
which the payout generates income for the named program equivalent to at least 10%
of the program’s annual general funds expense budget at the time the gift is executed.
If an irrevocable deferred gift is the source of funding, those minimums become 75% and
25% respectively.
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Honorific Naming

Facilities may be named to honor individuals who have made extraordinary
contributions to the University or to society if both of the following criteria are
satisfied:

1. Theindividual has had university-wide influence, or the individual has made
exceptional contributions to the nation or world.

2. A minimum of two years has passed from the time the honoree has died or been
separated from the role with the University for which the person is to be
honored.

Other considerations:

1. Honorific namings of programs must be overseen by the Provost in consultation
with the Unit Head(s) of the program.

2. Honorific namings of programs may only be considered if the Unit Head(s) and the
faculty of the program have been consulted confidentially as part of the process,
and the Unit Head(s) and a majority of the faculty have agreed to move forward
with a formal proposal on the program naming.

3. Although significant philanthropy made over a donor's lifetime may constitute
a valid rationale for an honorific naming, honorific namings should not be used
to circumvent the requirements of gift-related naming policies.

Honorific based naming of a University facility as defined in Board regulation 8.009 (a
building, road, bridge, park, recreational complex or similar facility) is prohibited for any
active board member or employee of the State University System of Florida Board of
Governors or any active employee, student, or trustee of the University.

For honorific naming, faculty and staff of the University may submit a proposal to the
Committee on Campus Names, after conferring with the VPUA to determine if the
naming proposal removes a potential donor funding opportunity.

Process for Philanthropic Naming Approval

1. Due diligence must be conducted by the University Advancement Prospect
Management Department to research the potential namesake for any naming
amount.

2. A Due Diligence Report should be provided, along with the Naming Costs
Formula Worksheet for the entire fundraising project and the Naming Approval
Form for the specific naming currently being evaluated, to the Unit Head and
VPUA, with copies to the Vice President of Advancement for Colleges, Schools
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10.

and Units, Assistant Vice President of Advancement and Strategic Initiatives, and
the Executive Director of Gift Services and Campaign Administration. The
Naming Approval Form includes a clear description of the space, donor, giving
history and the details on the nominated gift.

If $500,000+, continue with steps 4 —7

Documents are then routed to Provost or Vice President and Director of Athletics, as
appropriate.

Documents then routed to Vice President for Faculty Development and
Advancement (their assistant should be copied).

Documents then forwarded to the remaining members of the Committee on Campus
Names.

Documents then forwarded to the Provost and University President and the
Chair of the University Board of Trustees, copying the President’s Chief of Staff.

If a space within the FAMU-FSU College of Engineering, approval must also be
sought via any affiliated legal entities of FAMU charged with responsibility and
oversight for such namings.

The Naming Approval Form and Due Diligence Report will be kept on file at the
offices of the Unit Head and VPUA.

If the naming is for any University facility (any building, road, bridge, park,
recreational complex, other similar facility or educational site, as defined in Board
regulation 8.009), it will need to be approved by the University Board of Trustees.
The VPUA will compose a cover memo, along with the Naming Approval Form, and
submit to the University President’s office to be included in trustee materials for
the next trustee meeting. All materials are public record.

11. A gift agreement is required for naming opportunities, and should include the

naming, what is being named, and refer back to this policy. The Naming Approval
Form should be attached to the gift agreement when submitted for review.

Due Diligence

Before proceeding with approval of honorific recognition or gift-related naming

recognitions, the University must carefully consider all circumstances, including
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reputational, legal, financial, dependency risks and other potential negatives which
might counteract any benefits to FSU.

No naming or other recognition shall be permitted for any individual, corporation or
foundation whose publicimage, products or services may conflict with the reputation,
purpose and mission of FSU.

Development officers, Gift Services staff and Prospect Management staff shall conduct a
due diligence investigation before board member approval, honorific recognition or gift-
related recognitions. The purpose is to ensure that the donor’s reputation does not
negatively impact the reputation, tradition, and mission of the University. The goal is not
risk elimination, but risk mitigation.

Prior to any of the above happening, development officers and/or University
Advancement Leadership must notify the Director of Prospect Management and/or their
Prospect Strategy Analyst that a due diligence check is needed.

When a request is made, the requestor should provide any actionable intelligence they
are aware of and then the Prospect Management and the Gift Services departments will
initiate the due diligence process.

When completed, the requestor will receive the findings and a due diligence note will
be added to the donor’s CRM record. The findings, as needed, will also be submitted
to the University Advancement Leadership for final approval.

Renovated Spaces

Renovated spaces follow the same policy for exterior/prominent spaces and interior/less
prominent spaces, as relevant. See FSU Naming Cost Formula above.

Temporary Naming

Temporary naming of physical structures may be considered based on the length of
period of naming and an assessment of market value associated with the structure. In
appropriate instances, most often involving a corporate benefactor, a naming may be
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granted for a pre-determined fixed term, usually 3-5 years. At the end of the term, the
name of the facility or unit shall expire but may be renewed with the same or a new
name. The gift agreement must clearly specify the period of time for which the facility
or unit will be named.

In instances where the corporate sponsorship involves contractual obligations such as
merchandise/product exclusivity, advertising, etc., the transaction is not a charitable
donation and will not be considered a philanthropic naming.

Removal of Naming

The process for deciding whether to remove a naming designation is the decision of
the President, or his or her designee on the university’s executive team and the
University Board of Trustees.

Named spaces within the FAMU-FSU College of Engineering (if a University facility as
defined in Board regulation 8.009) will require additional consideration from FSU’s
partner institution, FAMU, as well as any affiliated legal entities of FAMU charged with
responsibility and oversight for such namings.

Policy Contacts

Vice President for University Advancement | marla.vickers@fsu.edu (850) 644-6000

University Advancement Gift Services giftservices@foundation.fsu.edu | (850) 644-6000

II. LEGAL SUPPORT, JUSTIFICATION, AND REVIEW OF THIS POLICY

Section 267.062, Florida Statutes provides that the Board of Governors shall have primary
authority regarding naming of state buildings and other facilities. The Board of Governors
has delegated naming authority to the university boards of trustees consistent with BOG
Regulation 9.005.

The Vice President shall be responsible for review of the provision of this policy and for
making any necessary revisions every three years.
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