Dear all,

A very warm welcome to Public International Law. I wish you a productive and enjoyable semester. Our first seminar will take place on Wednesday, August 26, 1.40-3.05 pm at room A221 in person. It will be appreciated if you attend in person given that most of our seminars are going to be on zoom (although I appreciate that some of you may have to link online. The zoom address is provided in the syllabus). 

The most updated syllabus is in the top folder in the modules section of canvas. Please use that version of the syllabus.

In our first seminar, I will make an introduction to the syllabus and provide a short introduction to the course. The reading for our first seminar is Lori Fisler Damrosch, Sean D. Murphy, International Law, Cases and Materials, West Academic, (8th Edition, 2024), pp. 1-27. Please be prepared to discuss the following questions.

1. What is international law? What type of disputes would you classify as international law disputes?

2. In what ways, if any, is international law different from domestic law? What are the challenges specific to international law and how do you evaluate them? 

3. Think of a dispute which you consider that it raises issues of international law. Where would you find the rules that might apply? Which actors and institutions do you think might be relevant to resolving it? What, if any, do you think should be the role of the courts? Should these courts be domestic or international)? Are there any types of disputes where you think courts should not be involved at all and why?

4. Please be prepared to discuss the S.S. Lotus case (France v. Turkey), Permanent Court of International Justice, 1927.

With kind regards,


Takis Tridimas



