Public International Law
Fall 2026
Monday & Tuesday, 1.40pm – 3.05pm, online and Room A221 


Professor Takis Tridimas
e-mail: PT24D@fsu.edu

Office hours: When physically present at FSU, I am available on Monday and Tuersday afternoons after the class and on Wednesday afternoons (Room 303). Alternatively, I am available on zoom by appointment most days.



Course Description/Objectives: 

This class surveys the vast but unsettled body of law governing interstate behavior. The first part of the course looks at the distinctive nature of international law and its major sources, particularly custom, treaties, and general principles of law. The second part looks at the actors of international law, mainly States and international organizations. It discusses the creation and recognition of states, the principle of self determination, and the responsibility of states for internationally wrongful acts. The third part examines international dispute settlement. The fourth part looks at human rights. The fifth part includes the discussion of certain important topics. They will be chosen from the list of special topics provided below.

Most of the readings are cases and scholarly writings drawn from the required casebook.  However, we will also use other materials to discuss some relatively recent (and sometimes current) problems in international law. Any additional reading materials will be placed on canvas or are readily available or the internet. Please note that this is a very fast moving area and the syllabus may be adjusted accordingly.

Required Text:

Lori Fisler Damrosch, Sean D. Murphy, International Law, Cases and Materials, West Academic, (8th Edition). West Academic Publishing, 2024.

International law is a class heavy on treaties and other documents. The key materials – the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties; the UN Charter, etc – are freely available online. Some key material will also be placed on canvas.

Online attendance and zoom address

The majority of the seminars will be delivered online. The first few weeks will be delivered in person. 

Zoom invite for all meetings: 
https://fsu.zoom.us/j/97993396897
Meeting ID: 979 9339 6897


Class Attendance: 

Attendance is required for this course and I will be taking attendance. In accordance with the law school’s accreditation requirements, you will not under ordinary circumstances receive credit for the course if you miss more than 20% (or 5) of the scheduled class meetings due to unexcused absences.

Excused absences include documented illness, deaths in the family and other documented crises, call to active military duty or jury duty, religious holy days, and official University activities. These absences will be accommodated in a way that does not arbitrarily penalize students who have a valid excuse. Consideration will also be given to students whose dependent children experience serious illness.

Class Participation:  

I expect students to be prepared for each class, and I will call on students to discuss the assigned readings.  If you are unable to prepare due to extraordinary circumstances, you should contact me before class.  I reserve the right to adjust grades (which are otherwise wholly determined by the final exam/assignment) upward on the margin due to very strong participation, and downward on the margin due to consistent lack of preparation.   

Grading/Exam:

Subject to what is stated in the above section, the grade will be based entirely on a take home written assignment that candidates will have 1 day (24 hours) to complete and which will be submitted by email. 
The exam method will be confirmed in the first class.  

ADA Statement: 

Students with disabilities needing academic accommodation should:
(1) register with and provide documentation to the Student Disability Resource Center; and
(2) bring a letter to Nancy Benavides, Associate Dean for Student Affairs, indicating the need for accommodation and what type. This should be done during the first week of class.

This syllabus and other class materials are available in alternative format upon request.

For more information about services available to FSU students with disabilities, contact the:
Student Disability Resource Center
874 Traditions Way
108 Student Services Building
Florida State University
Tallahassee, FL 32306-4167 
(850) 644-9566 (voice)
(850) 644-8504 (TDD)
sdrc@admin.fsu.edu
http://www.disabilitycenter.fsu.edu/

Academic Honor Policy:

The Florida State University Academic Honor Policy outlines the University’s expectations for the integrity of students’ academic work, the procedures for resolving alleged violations of those expectations, and the rights and responsibilities of students and faculty members throughout the process. Students are responsible for reading the Academic Honor Policy and for living up to their pledge to “. . . be honest and truthful and . . . [to] strive for personal and institutional integrity at Florida State University.” (Florida State University Academic Honor Policy, found at http://fda.fsu.edu/Academics/Academic-Honor-Policy.)

Artificial Intelligence (AI) Platforms and the Honor Code

You may not submit any work product containing content (including ideas, analysis, or prose) that is not your own. This includes work that was created or composed by a generative artificial intelligence (GAI) program (including but not limited to ChatGPT, CoCounsel, and Lexis+AI, and including both free and enterprise-grade software). Even when you personally formulate and refine a prompt to generate prose through GAI, the GAI response does not qualify as your own work product. Use of GAI would run the risk of providing you an unfair advantage on the exam (although for reasons we will discuss, I am skeptical of the utility of GAI to help you perform adequately on a law school exam).
 
Thus, you are prohibited from using generative AI on the exam for this class. If you use GAI on the exam, you will fail the exam, and be subject discipline under the Academic Honor Policy. You may also face other penalties for plagiarism.

Useful Sources 
For interesting internet sites addressing issues of international law, visit: 
United Nations:	<http://www.un.org>
International Court of Justice:	<http://www.icj-cij.org>
U.S. Department of State Legal Office: 	http://http://www.state.gov/s/l/
American Society of International Law:	<http://www.asil.org>

Reading Assignments:

We will generally spend one class on each numbered assignment, but in some cases we may spend additional time on an assignment.  The assignments are subject to change. If a change is made, I will send an email during the week preceding a given set of classes giving a final list of readings and putting those readings in context. The most recent version of the syllabus will always be posted on canvas. For the most up-to-date version, please see the ‘syllabus’ file in the ‘modules’ folder of canvas.

The following provides a week-by-week guide to the topics that will be discussed. Please note that this is provided for guidance. Some topics may take us longer than the assigned time to discuss and/or other topics may be added in which case the necessary adjustments will be made. 

History and Nature of International Law

1. Introduction; History and Nature of Public International Law (PIL)

Casebook 1-27; (time permitting, please also look at pp. 28 to 48)

Sources of international law 

2. Customary International Law (CIL) I
Introduction and core requirements

Casebook, pp. 49-75
Statute of the International Court of Justice, Article 38(1)
International Law Commission (ILC) Conclusions on CIL, Conclusions 1-10

3. Customary International Law II
Effect of Treaties on CIL; effect of UN General Assembly resolutions

Casebook, pp. 76-90
ILC Conclusions on CIL, Conclusions 11-12

4. Customary International Law III
Non consenting states, jus cogens, relationship to treaty law

Casebook, pp. 90-106
ILC Conclusions on CIL, Conclusion 15 
Vienna Convention on Law of Treaties (VCLT), Articles 53 and 64

5. Law of Treaties, Part I
Definition of treaty; conclusion and entry into force

Casebook, pp. 107-122
VCLT, Articles 1-18 & 24
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, Arts. 125-126

6. Law of Treaties, Part II
Reservations

Casebook, pp. 122-141
VCLT, Articles 19-23
Int’l Covenant on Civil & Political Rights (ICCPR), Art. 20(2)
U.S. Reservation to the ICCPR No. I(1), at Casebook, p. 949 

7. Law of Treaties, Part III
Observance, application, interpretation, invalidity

Casebook, pp. 142-161
VCLT, Articles 26-33, 42-53
Genocide Convention, Articles. I-III & IX

8. Law of Treaties, Part IV
Termination, suspension, consequences

Casebook, pp. 161-180
VCLT, Articles 54-64 & 69-72

9. General Principles of Law

Casebook, pp. 185-210
T. Tridimas, "The General Principles of EU Law and the Europeanisation of National Laws" (2020) 13 Review of European Administrative Law 5-31
T. Tridimas, "The General Principles of Law: Who Needs Them?" (2016) 52(1) Cahiers de Droit Européen 419-441
Johnston v RUC (Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU))
Mangold case (CJEU)

10. Other sources of PIL
Judicial Decisions/Publicists
Acts of International Organizations

Casebook, pp. 210-234
United Nations Charter, Articles 39-43

Actors of International Law: States and International Organizations

11. Creation & Recognition of States 

Casebook, pp. 259-287
Convention on Rights and Duties of States, Arts. 1-7

12. Principle of Self-Determination 

Casebook, pp. 300-328
U.N. Charter, Art. 1(2) 
ICCPR, Art. 1(1)
General Assembly Declaration on Friendly Relations
Front Polisario cases (CJEU)

13. International Organizations
Legal Personality, Interpretation of Powers, Responsibility

Casebook, pp. 367-399
United Nations Charter, Arts. 3-32

14. The position of the individual in international law
Casebook, Chapter 8, pp. 419-440. 
LaGrand Case (Germany v. United States) at p. 425 of the casebook
Nottebohm Case (Liechtenstein v. Guatemala) at p. 435 of the casebook
Commission v Malta (canvas)

Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts

15. Law of State Responsibility: Part I 
General Principles, Attribution of Conduct, Breach

Casebook, pp. 483-506
ILC Articles on State Responsibility, Articles 1-19 & 48

16. Law of State Responsibility: Part II
Circumstances Precluding Wrongfulness, Reparation, Countermeasures

Casebook, pp. 507-528
ILC Articles on State Responsibility, Arts. 20-39 & 49-54

International Dispute Settlement

17. Introduction to Dispute Settlement
Obligation to Settle Disputes Non-adjudicatory Procedures Arbitration

Casebook, pp. 529-549 
U.N. Charter, Arts. 2(3) & 33-38 
ICSID Convention, Arts. 25 & 36-55

18. International Court of Justice, Part I
Introduction and jurisdiction

Casebook, pp. 549-575
U.N. Charter, Arts. 92-96
ICJ Statute, Doc. Supp. p. 34

19. International Court of Justice, Part II
Ancillary Issues, Advisory Opinions
Casebook, pp. 582-612
U.N. Charter, Arts. 92-96

20. Investor – state disputes
Casebook, pp. 983, 1020-1044
Achmea
Komstroy

Human Rights and international law

21. Human Rights, Part I
Foundations, global rules, global institutions
Mechanisms for promoting compliance

Casebook, pp. 968-982 
ICCPR, Articles 28-42

22. Human Rights, Part II
Case study: the European Convention of Fundamental Rights 
EU Charter of Fundamental Rights
Special topics

23. The Place of International Law in the Domestic Legal Order: 
Treaties & the Constitution 

Casebook, Chapter 11 (selected aspects), pp. 648-693
Foster & Elam, Asakura, Sei Fujii, Missouri v. Holland;  Whitney, Belmont, Curtiss-Wright, Dames & Moore, Medellin v. Texas
Cf Intertanko (CJEU)

24. State immunity
Casebook, pp.807-852

25. Regional integration: The European Union

26. Economic Sanctions

27. Use of Force 
Casebook, pp. 1073, 1087-1110
U.N. Charter, Art. 2(4)
U.N. Declaration on Friendly Relations, 
U.N. Definition of Aggression, Casebook, pp. 1110-1140
U.N. Charter, Art. 51

28. The law of the Sea

Casebook, pp. 1337-1368



1

