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From the Dean

Chief Judge Allen C. Winsor (Center) with Alison DeBelder, Jennifer Heckman, Debra Henley, and
Russell Register (L-R) from the FSU Law Career Services team during his visit.

This week, our College had the honor of welcoming Chief Judge Allen C. Winsor as
part of FSU Law's Jurist in Residence Program.

Judge Winsor currently serves on the United States District Court for the Northern
District of Florida. Previously, he served as a judge in the Florida First District Court
of Appeal. Before that, Judge Winsor served as Solicitor General of Florida at the
Florida Attorney General's Office.

During his visit, Judge Winsor shared thoughtful insights about his legal journey with
students in Professor Landau's Constitutional Law class, followed by a lecture on
"Writing and Advocacy Before Federal Courts." Afterward, Judge Winsor participated
in a lunch discussion with members of the FSU Law Review, the FSU Moot Court,
and students pursuing judicial clerkships. Later that day, Judge Winsor met with FSU
Law students to discuss effective preparation strategies for judicial clerkship
interviews.

We are grateful to Judge Winsor for spending the day with our law school community,
and to the many judges who have participated in this program over the years. These
visits provide our students with invaluable opportunities to engage directly with
members of the judiciary and gain a deeper understanding of the responsibilities and
impact of serving on the bench.

 

 

In Memoriam: Nell Morse

Earlier this month, we learned of the
passing of Nell H. Morse, the wife of the
College’s second dean, Joshua Morse
III. During Dean Morse’s tenure from 1969
to 1978, Mrs. Morse played an important
role in fostering a community of warmth
among students, faculty, and their
families.

In the early days of the College of Law,
spouses of male law students formed an
organization known as the  “Law
Wives,” hosting gatherings, supporting
school initiatives, and helping build
connections within the young institution. 

Mrs. Morse actively participated in these events, welcoming members of the law school
community into the Morses’ home. Through her hospitality and personal attention, she
helped cultivate the College's close-knit spirit, a legacy preserved in scrapbooks and
photographs from that era.

She was on the board of the Tallahassee Symphony and a Docent and Chair of the
Tours at the Governor's Mansion during the Graham administration. She was also
active in the Law Wives organization at the Law School and the University Women's
Club and was a member of Phi Beta Pi Social Sorority. Mrs. Morse enjoyed the
Oleander Garden Club and became a State Life member. She also enjoyed several
bridge groups and was a member of the Tallahassee Duplicate Bridge Club.

Though often working behind the scenes, Mrs. Morse’s contributions were deeply
meaningful and helped shape FSU Law's culture and community. She will be
remembered with gratitude for her kindness, warmth, and enduring commitment to the
College and its people. 

Click here to read her full obituary. 

 

FSU Law Faculty News

We are pleased to celebrate the recent promotion and tenure approvals of several
esteemed members of our faculty. Please join us in congratulating Professors Nadia
Banteka, the Gary & Sallyn Pajcic Professor of Law; Jacob Eisler, the James Edmund
and Margaret Elizabeth Hennessey Corry Professor of Law; and Henry Wang, the
Mason Ladd Professor of Law, who have each been awarded tenure and promoted to
the rank of Associate Professor. Professor Michael Morley, the Sheila M. McDevitt
Professor of Law and Faculty Director of the Election Law Center, was promoted to Full
Professor.

This well-deserved recognition reflects their outstanding scholarship, dedication to
teaching, and meaningful service to the College of Law and the broader legal
community. Congratulations to each of them on this significant achievement.

 

Professor Richard M. Benham, Director
of the Business Law Clinic, was recently
quoted in an FSView article, "Business
Law Clinic provides legal advice for
student entrepreneurs."

The article discussed the common
challenges student entrepreneurs face in
newly formed businesses, including
negotiation, entity formation, and
intellectual property protection.

Through the Jim Moran College of Entrepreneurship, in partnership with the FSU
College of Law, FSU students can receive free legal assistance from the Business
Law Clinic. The clinic provides structured support in selecting forms, negotiating
intellectual property agreements, and navigating contracts. 

Click here to read the article.

 

Congratulations to Erika Nyborg-Burch,
Assistant Professor, on the forthcoming
publication of her article, 'Protection as
Punishment: Immigrant Victim Relief in
the Crimmigration State,' in the 115th
volume of the California Law Review.

The article examines a structural paradox
within U.S. immigration law. While
statutory protections for immigrant victims
of violence are designed to address
noncitizens’ vulnerability to private harm,
the increasing criminalization of migration
often limits access to these protections
and can produce parallel forms of state
harm.

To address the resulting material and moral injuries, the article proposes an
accountability framework that reconceptualizes safety and reexamines how victim-
based immigration protections function within the broader enforcement system.

 

Professor Ryan's Book Talk: Law for the Land

Join us on Wednesday, March 11, at
3:30 p.m. for Professor Erin Ryan's new
book launch, Law for the Land: The
Public Trust Doctrine, Mono Lake, and
a Quiet Revolution in Environmental
Law.

Erin Ryan, Associate Dean for
Environmental Programs and Elizabeth C.
& Clyde W. Atkinson Professor, will share
insights on her latest book publication,
alongside guest speakers Professor
Alexandra Klass, the James G. Degnan
Professor of Law and Co-director,
Environmental and Energy Law Program
at the University of Michigan, and Geoff
McQuiken, Executive Director of the
Mono Lake Committee.

The event will offer in-person and virtual attendance options and is approved for 1.5
CLE credits, including Board Certification for State & Federal Government &
Administrative Practice from the Florida Bar.

Register

 

Past FSU Law Events

Last week, the Career Services Office
hosted attorneys from Holland &
Knight for a special on-campus luncheon.
The event provided students with the
opportunity to engage directly with
experienced practitioners and gain
practical insight into the realities of
corporate law practice.

During the discussion, the attorneys
shared reflections on their careers,
offered professional advice, and provided
candid guidance for students interested in
pursuing careers in corporate law.

 

As part of our College’s Faculty
Enrichment Speaker Series, we were
honored to host Jennifer M. Chacón, the
Bruce Tyson Mitchell Professor of Law at
Stanford, last Thursday, February 26, for
a presentation of her paper, "The Law of
the Immigration Raid."

Members of the FSU Law faculty
convened to engage with her examination
of the legal frameworks governing
immigration raids and the significant
constitutional questions they raise.

 

FSU Law Student Events & News

FSU's Black Law Students Association
(BLSA), in partnership with the
Tallahassee Barristers Association,
recently hosted a powerful and engaging
virtual Judicial Roundtable Discussion.

The event featured the Honorable Judge
Embry Kidd, U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Eleventh Circuit, and the Honorable
Judge Julie Sneed of the U.S. District
Court for the Middle District of Florida.

The discussion offered an insightful and candid look at the judiciary, judicial career
pathways, and the professional experiences that shaped each judge’s career.

 

(L-R) Solicitors General Eric Wessan, Jeffrey
DeSousa, and Christian Corrigan speak to

students.

Last week, the student-run organization
the Federalist Society welcomed the
Solicitors General from Florida, Iowa, and
Montana for a distinguished discussion on
the work of State Solicitors General and
the cases advancing toward the Supreme
Court.

Solicitors General Eric Wessan of Iowa
and Jeffrey DeSousa of Florida joined
Christian Corrigan of Montana, principal
legal advisor to the Montana Attorney
General, for a thoughtful discussion on
state appellate advocacy at the highest
levels.

 

3L Connor Catalano speaks to local elderly
community members about probate law and

useful tips for navigating estate planning issues.

As part of the Elder Law Clinic's
community outreach initiatives this
semester, 3L Connor Catalano
represented FSU Law at a local
educational program devoted to probate
law and practical guidance on estate
planning.

During the presentation, he provided clear
and accessible insight into the probate
process, highlighted common challenges
families may face, and outlined proactive
measures individuals can take to better
prepare their estates.

 

Student Feature: 3L Samantha Joles

Desired Practice Location: Tampa Bay
Expected Graduation: May 2026
Field of Law Sought: Personal Injury,
Bankruptcy Law, Criminal Defense, and
Family Law

A native of Wesley Chapel, Florida,
Samantha is a proud double Seminole
and graduated summa cum laude with a
dual degree in Psychology and
Criminology before continuing her legal
education at FSU Law.

At the College of Law, Joles has combined her passion for advocacy with her love for
animals through extensive work in animal law. She earned book awards in both animal
law courses, completed significant pro bono work, and served as President of the
Student Animal Legal Defense Fund from 2024–2025. She currently serves as a
lobbyist for the Animal Law Section of The Florida Bar, speaking at committee
meetings on legislation impacting animal welfare. Outside the classroom, she is the
owner and director of Feline Fine Animal Rescue, a nonprofit organization that
partners with local shelters to save cats at risk of euthanasia and has successfully
rescued and adopted out 174 cats and kittens.

Joles has gained broad legal experience through roles with the FSU Law Bankruptcy
Clinic, the FSU Law International Human Rights Clinic, the Second Circuit Public
Defender’s Office, Guilday Law, and Liebenhaut | Hesser, working on matters
ranging from bankruptcy and criminal defense to environmental and family law. 

If you are interested in connecting with or hiring Joles after graduation, visit her
LinkedIn profile or email her at sjoles@fsu.edu.

"Law school is a test of endurance, not one of intelligence."

 

Social Media Spotlight

Mornings started with coffee and the day's game plan. This week’s Social
Spotlight gave insight into a real day in the life of two FSU Law 1Ls.

From heading to class and diving into readings to making time for self-care and
connection, they showed how every day may look a little different, but balance and
community remain at the center of the experience. 

For more student takeovers and insights into the 1L experience, follow us at FSU
College of Law and FSU Law Admissions.

 

   

Support the next generation of lawyers through the FSU Law Book Award Program.
Sponsors select a course of their choice, and each award recognizes student
achievement while helping the College of Law recruit and retain top talent.
Contributions are fully tax-deductible.

Become a Book Award sponsor today and make a lasting impact.

 

ABOUT US | ACADEMICS | ADMISSIONS & FINANCIAL AID | OUR FACULTY | ALUMNI | CAREERS | STUDENTS

If you unsubscribe from the FSU Law Focus, you will only be unsubscribed from the newsletter and not other emails from FSU Law.

Share this email:

 

Manage your preferences | Opt Out using TrueRemove™
Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails.
View this email online.

425 West Jefferson Street | Tallahassee, FL 32306 US

This email was sent to .
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.Subscribe to our email list.

https://twitter.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/
https://law.fsu.edu/alumni/get-involved
https://law.fsu.edu/alumni/submit-class-note
https://connect.law.fsu.edu/
https://one.fsu.edu/foundation/donate/college/law/donation-form
https://www.flnd.uscourts.gov/judge/chief-us-district-judge-allen-c-winsor
https://law.fsu.edu/sites/default/files/2026-03/Joshua%20Morse%20III%2C%20Law%20School%20Dean%20Who%20Defied%20Segregation%2C%20Dies%20at%2089%20-%20The%20New%20York%20Times.pdf
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fma952h%2Fivi0jfkc%2Fqxhv7w&data=05%7C02%7Csbaugh@law.fsu.edu%7Ce90862c83aeb48fd858908de7a6539f5%7Ca36450ebdb0642a78d1b026719f701e3%7C0%7C0%7C639082772337190754%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y%2BRiMq60N1pK4h6kQgrGr5jFJL596EDynctHMAgQ%2F7U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fma952h%2Fivi0jfkc%2F6piv7w&data=05%7C02%7Csbaugh@law.fsu.edu%7Ce90862c83aeb48fd858908de7a6539f5%7Ca36450ebdb0642a78d1b026719f701e3%7C0%7C0%7C639082772337215774%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uy6ezMKsDXXKYRh546Jx7guat5sfbWxLBN5iw6fYVsk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fma952h%2Fivi0jfkc%2Fmijv7w&data=05%7C02%7Csbaugh@law.fsu.edu%7Ce90862c83aeb48fd858908de7a6539f5%7Ca36450ebdb0642a78d1b026719f701e3%7C0%7C0%7C639082772337239986%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Mt61MdnkLDdgAtzJoRH7MA5mY%2FjWICstPZSKOWZ4NY8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fma952h%2Fivi0jfkc%2F2akv7w&data=05%7C02%7Csbaugh@law.fsu.edu%7Ce90862c83aeb48fd858908de7a6539f5%7Ca36450ebdb0642a78d1b026719f701e3%7C0%7C0%7C639082772337268221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WeohxLyb8BKIZxdy4XpKuOSEe7eKaP7piP%2BRC0VnUH4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fma952h%2Fivi0jfkc%2Fi3kv7w&data=05%7C02%7Csbaugh@law.fsu.edu%7Ce90862c83aeb48fd858908de7a6539f5%7Ca36450ebdb0642a78d1b026719f701e3%7C0%7C0%7C639082772337293940%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QWiBvXoeMbAu8V772DqsIDTorwt8n9JPQQNTJH5ynQE%3D&reserved=0
https://law.fsu.edu/faculty-staff/richard-benham
https://www.fsunews.com/story/news/2026/02/27/how-students-can-receive-free-legal-counsel-for-starting-a-business/88764104007/
https://jimmorancollege.fsu.edu/
https://law.fsu.edu/academics/clinical-programs/business-law-clinic
https://www.fsunews.com/story/news/2026/02/27/how-students-can-receive-free-legal-counsel-for-starting-a-business/88764104007/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flaw.fsu.edu%2Ffaculty-staff%2Ferika-nyborg-burch&data=05%7C02%7Csbaugh@law.fsu.edu%7C1fcfbd0ebaa145e9452908de7ac8f1b5%7Ca36450ebdb0642a78d1b026719f701e3%7C0%7C0%7C639083200618039868%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1ZFYTLJaXSPo7rIp0jB5zgFIGfnWW6zUV2JFFsRVs7E%3D&reserved=0
https://law.fsu.edu/faculty-staff/erin-ryan
https://michigan.law.umich.edu/faculty-and-scholarship/our-faculty/alexandra-klass
https://www.monolake.org/whatwedo/aboutus/staffandboard/
https://fsu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6iiN8FeKbEUMhDw
https://law.fsu.edu/careers
https://www.hklaw.com/en
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fma952h%2Fivi0jfkc%2F6xwv7w&data=05%7C02%7Csbaugh@law.fsu.edu%7Ce90862c83aeb48fd858908de7a6539f5%7Ca36450ebdb0642a78d1b026719f701e3%7C0%7C0%7C639082772337589303%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zmRegwNLeIfiIv8yg2j6nYhW7mqS1Na9VkaUwvrWNgo%3D&reserved=0
https://law.fsu.edu/student-organizations/black-law-students-association-blsa
https://tlh-barristers.org/
https://www.ca11.uscourts.gov/hon-embry-j-kidd
https://www.flmd.uscourts.gov/judges/julie-sneed
https://law.fsu.edu/student-organizations/federalist-society-law-and-public-policy-studies
https://law.fsu.edu/academics/clinical-programs/public-interest-law-center/claude-pepper-elder-law-clinic
https://law.fsu.edu/student-organizations/student-animal-legal-defense-fund-saldf
https://flabaranimals.org/
https://felinefineanimalrescue.org/
https://law.fsu.edu/academics/clinical-programs/bankruptcy-pro-bono-clinic
https://law.fsu.edu/academics/clinical-programs/public-interest-law-center/international-human-rights-advocacy-clinic-ihrac
https://guildaylaw.com/
https://liebenhautlaw.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/samantha-joles-368b381b6/
mailto:sjoles@fsu.edu
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ft.e2ma.net%2Fclick%2Fma952h%2Fivi0jfkc%2Fmybw7w&data=05%7C02%7Csbaugh@law.fsu.edu%7Ce90862c83aeb48fd858908de7a6539f5%7Ca36450ebdb0642a78d1b026719f701e3%7C0%7C0%7C639082772337952370%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Qr%2BMW8YGCNFFvEAs0ufhtMs1goKGiSOJglfPrX0rZMI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.instagram.com/fsulawadmissions/
https://law.fsu.edu/alumni
https://law.fsu.edu/alumni
https://law.fsu.edu/about-us
https://law.fsu.edu/academics
https://law.fsu.edu/admissions
https://law.fsu.edu/our-faculty
https://law.fsu.edu/alumni
https://law.fsu.edu/careers
https://law.fsu.edu/students
https://t.e2ma.net/webview/u8w92h/cf7e0a1cb92716e39725ff1b595fb951#
https://t.e2ma.net/webview/u8w92h/cf7e0a1cb92716e39725ff1b595fb951#
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1862874/1799932.471955196/
https://t.e2ma.net/webview/u8w92h/cf7e0a1cb92716e39725ff1b595fb951#
https://myemma.com/powered-by-emma-email?utm_source=e2ma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=powered-by-emma-email&utm_content=emma-logo-template-footer
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1862874/1799932/?v=a

