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From the Dean
 

Last week, the FSU Election Law Center hosted its Spring 2026
Conference in Washington, D.C. The event brought together the nation’s
leading scholars, policymakers, litigators, election administrators, and
regulators to examine the most pressing legal and policy issues shaping
elections in the United States.

Throughout the two-day conference, participants engaged in wide-ranging
discussions on election administration, voting rights, emerging litigation trends,
and the evolving role of state and federal oversight in our democratic
processes. The depth of expertise represented at the conference fostered
meaningful dialogue that bridged theory and practice, offering both critical
analysis and practical insights at a pivotal moment for our nation’s electoral
system.

Thank you to our attendees and speakers for their participation and
contributions to the success of this event. 

Click here to browse photos.

FSU Law PILC Awards
 

(L-R) Top Row: 3L Nathalie Are', 2L Valerie Busto, 3L Jilliam Melinek, 2L Emma Chapman, and 3L Julia Willis; Middle Row: 3L Molly
Kennedy, 3L Sofia Higgins, 3L Krista Marrocco, 2L Haven Branca, 2L Emma Smith, 2L Annalisa Smith, 3L Danielle Collum; Bottom

Row: 2L Kit LaPlante, 2L Sara Boles, 3L Jessica Featherston, and 2L Elliot Weber.

The Public Interest Law Center (PILC) recently hosted its End-of-Year
Celebration , gathering students, faculty, and staff to reflect on a year of impactful
work and service to vulnerable populations. The event highlighted the many
accomplishments of PILC’s clinics, showcasing the meaningful contributions
students have made through advocacy, direct representation, and community
engagement.

Attendees also took time to recognize outstanding students for their hard work,
dedication, and commitment to public interest law. The celebration served as a fitting
close to the academic year, honoring both the clinics' achievements and the students
who make this work possible.

FSU Law News
 

Alumnus and former Florida Public
Service Commissioner Andrew Giles
Fay ('10), currently Of Counsel at
Greenberg Traurig's Tallahassee
office, recently wrote an article for the
Florida Bar titled, "More Than
Rankings: What Erin O'Connor Gave
to FSU Law."

In the piece, Fay highlights Dean Erin O’Hara O’Connor’s decade of leadership,
noting that while the College’s rise in national rankings is significant, her lasting
impact is better measured through the culture she fostered, the opportunities she
expanded, and the strength of the FSU Law community she helped shape.

Click here to read the article.

"She also deepened the law school’s connection to the broader
community. The expansion of clinical programs during her tenure
was not simply about adding offerings. It was about ensuring that

students could engage meaningfully with real-world problems while
serving those who need it most."

FSU Law Faculty News
 

Henry Zhuhao Wang, the Mason Ladd
Professor of Law, has been selected as
a recipient of the 2025–26 Florida State
University Teaching Award for
Outstanding Graduate Teaching.

Chosen by a committee of faculty and
students, the award recognizes
excellence in teaching and a strong
commitment to student learning.

FSU Law Events
 

The Florida State University Law Review hosted its 52nd Annual Banquet on
April 15, 2026, celebrating another successful year of scholarship, leadership, and
community. The evening welcomed newly elected Chief Justice John Couriel of the
Florida Supreme Court as the keynote speaker, where he shared thoughtful remarks
and insights with members and guests.

3L Jack Rowan, Editor-in-Chief of Volume 53, led the evening by reflecting on the
journal’s accomplishments, recognizing the dedication and service of the outgoing
board, and welcoming the incoming Volume 54 board. 2L Aidan Browne, incoming
Editor-in-Chief of Volume 54, also delivered remarks as he welcomed the new board
and looked ahead to the future of the journal.

The banquet also honored graduating Staff Editors and Board Members for their
contributions to the Law Review and recognized 2L award recipients Haven Branca,
Nicola Strouse, and Eden Punch for their outstanding work and commitment to the
journal. The event served as a meaningful celebration of the achievements of the
Law Review and its members, while looking ahead to the continued success of the
journal.

The College of Law recently welcomed
Stephen Rushin, the Associate Dean for
Faculty Research and Development and
the Judge Hubert Louis Will Professor of
Law at Loyola University Chicago, as part
of its Faculty Enrichment Speaker
Series.

During his visit, Professor Rushin
presented his forthcoming
scholarship, "State Regulation of
Federal Police," offering faculty the
opportunity to engage directly with his
research and insights.
 

Professor Rushin is a nationally recognized scholar in criminal law, policing, and
constitutional law, with his work widely published in leading law reviews such as
Stanford Law Review, the University of Pennsylvania Law Review, Cornell Law
Review, Duke Law Journal, California Law, Texas Law Review, and the Vanderbilt
Law Review.

Join us for the Spring 2026 Commencement Ceremony, which will take place at
11 a.m. on May 3, 2026, at the Donald L. Tucker Civic Center, with a reception on
the Thompson Green.

Livestream

FSU Law Student News
 

Last week, the Italian American Law Student Association, the Law School
Council, and the  Student Bar Association hosted a student-focused wellness
event that offered fellow students a break from studying.

Held on the Thompson Green, the event featured food, games, and time to connect
as students stepped away from their academic schedules.

(L-R) 3L Jonathan Hestres-Rivera, 3L Akram Laroussi, 3L Jake
Barron, 3L Madison McFerran, 3L Ethan Goodman, 3L Ameer

Abdelbary, 3L Gary Ruderman II, 2L Angelica Mendez, 2L Sara
Boles, 2L Carisse Joseph, 3L Sofia Higgins, 1L Myles Green, 2L

Andrew Otanes, and 1L Eric Bowden.

Congratulations to our FSU Law
students who competed and won the
2026 Spring  FSU Intramural
Recreational Soccer Championship.

The team included students from all
years, reflecting the strong sense of
community across the College.

FSU Law Social Spotlight
 

This week, we wished our FSU Law students success and confidence during final
exams.

We invite our community to visit our social pages to wish our students good luck and
share encouraging messages.

 

FSU College of Law has produced a 60-Year Commemorative Coin to recognize
participation in supporting the law school during its 60th year anniversary.

Alumni can earn a 60-Year Commemorative Coin by Donating $250+ AND joining
and engaging on FSU Law Connect, OR attending an in-person Alumni Event. These
actions must be taken between January 1 and December 31, 2026 to be eligible for
the coin.

Find Details on Eligibility Requirements for FSU Law's 60-Year Coin.

ABOUT US | ACADEMICS |  ADMISSIONS & FINANCIAL AID | OUR FACULTY | ALUMNI |  CAREERS | STUDENTS

 Florida State University
425 W. Jefferson Street, Tallahassee, FL, 32306, US

Unsubscribe | Manage preferences

© Florida State University 2026

Privacy Policy

To view this email as a web page, go here.

https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCF1hjL-j_i8qTFdA5-8nggLjEIsyAymRGxyRR2WpFumhF-9t3AfCwqJ6BoojVWNbWUJmytSnBvRRaXkut7-a51XPVJwe2UDlA
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCF2uKK4I_Q4KKK-qcOp6wEcB5kma1e9Le4tujjs6769ElZt8Hmadjb1y74x9u0x_QB7FnYKwX3g6ucvIxsbrg6hA_zZAkYmWw
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCF3teSPLk98MWdnoSOQmJ78lx4--QqDZ2V6qOqPAh2KM9QowdgtARoZrRrlU_3ELW6PNh4TyOMJ5YzETqh2pPEvj-seAUBu9g
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCF4UQa6H7Fqb_yAM34AheSuXnzI5osQjLtca6-oSU_CX3slC70JT2DtUUxT5QBwF3WCZOQmeqcJkXDdJYFUou8ksy6Mk4zMAg
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCF5ESAj1wBu0Ye3pY-7WShgtnGJgFZ8-QuzbjnLBEdQ2NKLKLqKbbwBk9-nFv9ezds6sEI9WoLjf3Oa5oN6m4p63MrT4iscFw
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCF6FPQ4d5hatwmH-2H_pqYhAuQh1u11bTPjFk2mhSE3grTOqrdVDVxJWKtDw-PnuwrqLWXO98iUFyUOqiH1ro5lTPyjzFaDfg
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCF70q0k2VJyM9j89VR_o3pwvzl__KJU7vjj8sCEGXYE_t9kaIX8wpQqy0XDI9IkEZ4Wla_2VcHFdw4EAqQH0B17pr7jnbRo0w
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCF8N1B9iUVWhXf7FgkZiIAzoQ-2y7rvSoEdScDlvIqz3Sq6PAl5TEx88Ist65pCDiN08LtJ3hVIIS6Rc0-tw5HbtxKzwkXn2g
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCF9YbUg-sEvgdPIJib8kTdtPi9Rvb4DDbcj-sQj69Ft2madNMUOykyKMsuk_y3jELsk-06uFVj22WekK9C5GJugSFJYNMy7Yw
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCF-gNdiBIZyiDefkAq9Ab57F1zE9_eTDdwr_47j2yMncLWws2M2sJJvm0bEYu1hmvh31_zvysV226tEYK5P7mKlEXO27EpU1Q
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCF_KeyGxMAtswalGMYmIRfvF7kYsfvjZh2KIcGIOPCkX_TT5vyDB8y1AlzXhj9uudcNdoiN0geMzFO70lHGtHqayDjHXcExqg
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGABjCJ8pyg4yt-Jns2pT4Ci47-WfXOLvUp92xXcG9NQLzeMWGcwAktFBEajX0g6BWFnI3GA6pk4g24Jgu2sv-8J8BkvR1d1w
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGB7itHJpr4DU5QwK6ttcfVpOLloMaSpDmTksFJ0w3UELudGRB3lol9U1dcYqCSVaOUULT-L2mSC2bqd6cN9ejBGlr_Lif7YQ
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGCO0Y3t1QFSrh0NoqsRX_tDsTJdJClXB5GLj04967VLbKiLe0SQ6K_AlYtM4EFiBFCdwFPApvC-Y_UxhWJonoUB8h5oK2Bdw
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGDS1NwOAjPSWQRQuYnF3rwG3kxFcXwr0bh-UBYoboLDmmZXm_KS86QbfWxF29S4-Yc9-vDe97tUs_JZPHKdCzpFgtg8fvyWg
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGE3-_6BMz3TkDZfNIm710QkcZMLo09Inf9PSXW_slMAXbsMMIew2EXUeDDYZ3bHocJ1YKeWBLH3wVna4ltO4-yRZxzdbwCkQ
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGFoK5bMIHVt1GsFiF8CBQsAVnHJutS7maUeOriWU7ITqeugwLmnOotKQYaenk3SsF6-ycyXNt3PCMCT6O_zMX28HjqjUEFMA
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGG_Kl2gYyft51ubqFJSnneWoUsy_Opu7BeRaiCYz2mW53twjVyhXycFba2Pm9PLCtvmxoB3RauADpS_rmVZpzAEbXcfu5jSw
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGI9P7iI5PPOrIp22XBqrcu9mQPEl4a5i7YWooZte-wg4HF9OEOHaWvJJTDJklUswCrrELUG1Pgy-7p82nh9fM_nA0hRGXUXQ
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGKcX4JrdRvH2IC1uj_SiTgplOpdIAPIaREtMjVqk8CR1V7vk9UXtyiGvEbef_aoN-l-4EDW1raA825MI6-tuK7uPldVcEEJQ
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGLTqMmhW1uNsbgRuAz-PgDlBhA8GPfpP-O4kTZsUYX482xJHDzpGIyXsWzqzed5iq5FIOHGRThmw9Ta3FYJGw6HGsJRzsE1A
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGM-m40kimu8Dz3nVMEsMj4laMeEITt9KKNDWv2t_bChraNvnyEJ1mnYq69Vfq2T0IBw1cJAK4LTEVKevNwudG0UT5A8fqgQw
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGN9i9X20ucNDNy2VO7GBcmwpCJZ8sLp0IVuGYATrUKSju3qPnheJmt4P-1bZDzOCEjAdYNVg3Re1hF-sj8J80___hPRtnYBQ
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGT5K6Z6l5i_9h8H8XynQ4_90wgmB-zJj9sVN___Cud0WqNcyu2jxdVzqYhwe8ZTiw2unrMm0sMvmNIgvm7MM9HgnD1e6Oyhg
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGU-FkGoVVKXp6Ru7WUuxjsK4WqiTe5V7XzUi19Xqutsfp04V2tprFoTgi5geluIGIUEcieJDUShbv7CF7FDvZyd_2Gnre-CQ
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGVHugmrX7zVXRgp9B_FHLLPz_gIjP6BwgAdbTF_S-J2y-EGyiKT0NckIRyb0KlWiPTd8-x8-_OlUnTAgoUDLGm-gVi1dJDvA
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGW4UnWLMzCktKkWy4KWBLgT224l59tMKSFYR5Fqv6hLKi_M-levxyOCZa62KSRs0OPN1BZNAgo-FHpG1UZyXNfo-sVaTNLFg
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGXXrW8f6kykeIUK8DwRjtYgBFTQ9iRq52XDENktS3W-0XuJwoXgZGmF0AqjOLyBQF7aB0DgbUipvgOTxYLA5It-XUtYozAxQ
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGY8bzbJMr-9qlLN3IbzjpiDZYoK_4Cm10clPz1GiDJqSgT5Vv11tJ1DwUpo_yUpRupj0GyoDN4cNgx0LVjZwVzKXr8m3fjsw
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGZgZMhQnmzK7oM5Avb2d4fJfSK4aa_C_RFbcYNFeEhnFsTuAAyQwAiAbNrqDd0T5c0_KaVbc63G_E_-emH16JCN2VDSzOU3A
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGaX9Lnsr5kXQRMwzM67tTz54ZTXomFGJ6_xQ5QChV6NR6RQcwx7Tb9HS1MTzcF7H48gjuTZCQY4xdVAp0iWjvpb7OkDasgCg
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/unsub_center.aspx?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGcUtKduhHrAGXWB_ze2nFUZs5NlmGmqd7b8f0kkMtibTJFgFxRABm_LHg69g3EQJR1M-D6Wn_jBAYpBRQ6csZlMlF1cqcL2NkX3e_DastAsi55B80
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/profile_center.aspx?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGeyN48ISwJgp5W9HOGvLoprx2voOwhd3_xctWLmiu8r5988-zbCBfWmTxAJlD4w5Q8yVDdAJHTB2zhxdKVmAipik50O0-6uaqvqbXrKzdTVkj2
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCGfw4iz03YQ1nvsOGYmoQGoPMCSk8KntZ-TPb50iOhLJ85gA9_DMdi_cClpdccncs2GZUiSKbEcmBM8yH-UYcov6VOXC9Rkag
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ4NTZ9AAsAAAAAAEbZMCF0ZZZ4gL8dJIiQ4PINXpy6Y2gMnKbIUhYJ0uokhr_O13Ggt1mIuO70C-CyRXJm8NsH3TcRu3xmTJocxchUZWQvij7LnQsxQw

