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From the Dean
 

We are tremendously proud of our graduates who sat for the Florida
Bar Exam for the first time this July and achieved an outstanding
91.8% passage rate—the highest among Florida law schools.

Of FSU Law’s 110 first-time test-takers, 101 passed the exam. This
extraordinary result reflects the talent, discipline and determination of
our graduates, as well as the commitment of our faculty and staff to
their success. Our graduates worked incredibly hard to reach this
milestone, and we are excited to see all that they will accomplish as
they begin their legal careers.

I am especially grateful to our Bar Success Team, Director of Bar
Success Jami Ferrell, Associate Dean for Academic Programs and
Student Advancement Nancy Benavides, Assistant Dean for
Academic Success Laura Dennis, and Professor Cecelia Smith, for
their dedication to preparing and supporting our graduates. I also
want to thank our alumni and friends who contributed to the College
Spear the Bar Food Pantry, which provides meals and snacks
during the bar study period, as well as those who contributed to our
Annual Fund, which provides lunch and snacks at the bar exam in
Tampa.

Congratulations to all of our graduates on this exceptional
accomplishment!

Read the full article here. 

FSU Law Fundathon
 

The first week of October marks the start of our three-week Fundathon,
running October 5–24, when FSU Law students will connect with alumni in
support of the College of Law Annual Fund and this year's
campaign, Innovative Leadership: The Future of Law Starts Here.

At FSU Law, we are preparing students to lead in a legal profession that
continues to evolve. Annual Fund support helps make that possible by
creating opportunities for students to develop the leadership, adaptability,
and professional skills they will carry throughout their careers.

Your gifts support experiences that go beyond the classroom—from
leadership and mentorship programs, conferences and experiential learning
opportunities to access to leading experts and practitioners, professional
development workshops, and innovative programs. Annual Fund support
also strengthens student organizations, faculty scholarship, and the centers
and programs that enrich the FSU Law experience.

We invite you to watch our Annual Fund video to learn more about how
FSU Law is preparing tomorrow's leaders—and how your support makes it
possible.

We are deeply grateful to our alumni for their continued generosity. When
you receive a call or email from one of our students beginning October 5,
we hope you will take a moment to connect with them and consider making
a gift. You can also give online anytime at give.fsu.edu/law.

Thank you for investing in our students and the future of FSU Law.

FSU Law Faculty News
 

Michael Morley, Sheila M. McDevitt
Professor of Law and Faculty
Director of the Election Law Center,
was recently featured in a  Fox
News article titled, "'Not a slam
dunk': Trump's 2028 mail-vote
push hinges on one big legal
question." In the article, Professor
Morley explains how the legal
validity of the executive order
hinges fundamentally on how the
judiciary characterizes it.  

Click here to read the article. 

In addition, Professor Morley was featured in a Cronkite
News article, "Supreme Court ruling clears way for mail ballots, used
by 75% of Arizona voters, to proceed as usual." Professor
Morley discusses the issues with forcing sudden, drastic procedural
changes on election officials while an election cycle is underway.

Click here to read the article.

(L-R: Graham Bryant, Counsel at
Troutman Pepper Locke; Keith Coyle,

Chief Counsel at the U.S.
Department of Transportation; The
Honorable Judge Thomas Griffith,

Special Counsel at Hunton Andrews
Kurth LLP; Christina Manfredi

McKinley, Partner at BlankRome; and
Professor Craig Green)

Last week, Craig Green , Steven M.
Goldstein Professor of Law, spoke at
the Federal Bar Association’s
Annual Meeting & Convention in
Richmond, Virginia. 

Green participated in a panel
examining recent changes in
administrative law, including the
history of the administrative state and
the impact of several major decisions
from the U.S. Supreme Court’s
October 2023 Term. He was joined
by the Honorable Judge Thomas
Griffith, Keith Coyle, chief counsel of
the Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Administration at the
U.S. Department of Transportation,
and Christina Manfredi McKinley,
partner at Blank Rome.

FSU Law Event Recap
 

(L-R: Erik Sayler, Rebekah Davis, Tim Dennis, Paige Shoemaker, and
Katelyn Lavine)

The Office of Career Services, in partnership with the Government
Lawyers Section of The Florida Bar, hosted a Government Lawyers
Panel this week, giving students an opportunity to hear directly from
attorneys working across Florida state government.

Panelists Erik Sayler, General Counsel for the Department of Elder Affairs;
Rebekah Davis, General Counsel for the Florida Department of
Transportation; Tim Dennis, Chief Assistant Attorney at the Florida Attorney
General's Office; Paige Shoemaker, Attorney at the Office of Financial
Regulation; and Katelyn Lavine, Special Litigation Advisor at the
Department of Management Services, discussed the benefits of
government practice, internship opportunities, career pathways, and
strategies for building professional connections with attorneys in the field.

Today: FSU Law Frontiers Event
 

Don't miss this afternoon's
Frontiers in Law & Technology
webinar, "Digital Compliance," at
12:30 p.m.

Reed Smith attorneys Tyler J.
Thompson, Talia Boiangin Behar,
and Abigail Walker will discuss
emerging issues in privacy,
technology and artificial intelligence,
with practical insights into
navigating today’s evolving digital
compliance landscape.

Click here to register.

FSU Law Social Spotlight
 

Our FSU Law graduates earned the highest first-time bar passage rate
among Florida law schools on the July 2026 Florida Bar Exam, with a
91.8% passage rate.

The news also reached a new milestone on social media, becoming our
most-liked, commented-on and reposted Instagram post to date, with more
than 7,400 likes, 51 comments, 126 reposts and 1,100 shares.

We are incredibly proud of our graduates and grateful to everyone who
joined us in celebrating this achievement!

 

FSU College of Law has produced a 60-Year Commemorative Coin to
recognize participation in supporting the law school during its 60th year
anniversary.

Alumni can earn a 60-Year Commemorative Coin by Donating
$250+ AND joining and engaging on FSU Law Connect, OR attending an
in-person Alumni Event. These actions must be taken between January 1
and December 31, 2026 to be eligible for the coin.

Find Details on Eligibility Requirements for FSU Law's 60-Year Coin.

ABOUT US | ACADEMICS |  ADMISSIONS & FINANCIAL AID | OUR
FACULTY | ALUMNI |  CAREERS | STUDENTS

 Florida State University
425 W. Jefferson Street, Tallahassee, FL, 32306, US

Unsubscribe | Manage preferences

© Florida State University 2026

Privacy Policy

To view this email as a web page, go here.

https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLTOcqlEuvlog9HqMmWsqYF7CkSKKC-3A5eOVcDbDK-3nI5Vt-tiofQtpclKpqghAESJ18aidahmSS5yrsQrTAMAuk2XOxRxg
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLU96hgq_acwnCSrzfWATwmVSJwL9MbHneHA9iqJDdWjOatEeunnqLU2WHRfcTZjPmSnMGU_AGrXyGxrzoijWMi7qXlvG6MKw
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLV_L6ahmeK_paBXAukco9HKzN98Ec8HlvS5iiAUton61vGUaIZmTNsy62LVV2tqqHo5d0HkAqW_HtyVSp7BC-gp6hRsd_mEA
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLW2nl6QHcivb6_m-wlYjyOxo0Shed6DUoanGLWucpbOrAkDZ6wOYAPag8maTwWOmQnHwqm_hqU8P1xsKI4SS6_EPekXUjypA
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLX9wm1kBLNpPzEMvGYoHASHLNfD3M4PEkVxy0TIl6kyLpoaKLLweMM29b0GHjLF4Ilu5wB1c8kYYPT-gLwSx5vEJywzBz8sg
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLZ3ucrl5fLPqpDvjUUic1bskG8d8qPNVou1tnCscqlt_1iitTxoE7vq63MOuP7jqxMUDXfSAdb-tc8eNWBhvZVFqTXXCNoiw
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLajZXiUhqM3rGyGsOUjfGx96uyM3hTLfmdCEKfAp2Gj1c0vgVa_YVje5TukAaiD8lr-lTtyaxtOpiZkR0gN103yZ0AZDhVDw
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLbcDAZCfb77kIyetXDUE099wGTdOO1z_JCGRPWgb88mnorCe5dbWm53OOUjAV2WkyWao272myX7QP6_W8b2xkGEzpb9LbwUQ
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLcboE00-ZF4Mqe-shGMsk8PVjZfzeSSUZAYb9-G3aGUEE4zacYHix1OqaqUInroya7PW9p_dPx15ghDdkIQaEfT-0Wfjjr7Q
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLdOdGkcPB_nZy3MzGeZ5CEADfYVja57siFontH6nVgkvT70rLRIlx4K4mD-Imvd4oOvQSjvB2RjY2q3WN1ECk5Xbzx9SOvYg
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLef9yY6h0x1ScmUnr8717mXCWBb2yYq-HodUPAsK-mKiD72zI_rX0IYkwtOA36nYcAnFJv5XCbmIJCesd3X1m0qw6h7jQi9w
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLforgb2S1OfKje1Vs-JmX9Roip_JPzQzlvfVErhrBZcK_z8rkgktEcqldthSoCX8DyFu7rniGPQA6SeOkOAAzX-rC0RVlpuQ
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLgUPRPjc1vu7zRrku8lSb0VpQdpYtLhpFgFxpFWrGkVeJKWkQH854TMsxQX1L_cqEqiXEZ1H6Hgo33RaljCHs1unDvIi7lqQ
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLhuL-JXWVmamJ3Fu062yba_XNkBe83j9Y1w9gXlU06WjpI9yencqxpg9sy5Y44rGd6eluJKnaajEqKu3MzIj_q19GQeJYJog
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLiPgI7xGo7OIn1EGvRbTK7J5_ZFlm8e5O3hPruJLtHnfhDLyuFDJdqDwbttIJk_Wx2HRlRjzNpjcITxbxFo8KfdAkz_ipzhg
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLjuKp-0aOBfznuYXRjXxRlP6dk6Rjc8tPYNN7cnHkxYcnjOqEHbGs_f7rCGftNMcU4UQOO9qroY6CaaM-dBMMSEXWd7Z8vXw
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLkKAgyrGvIyiR_zSFqySgA-uiFvEJHOS6e3-drdWFimGemGzSIEQj-IJhp-5s9xDPVFR4GSRwBMssp78xPGoVYaslLjX6xIQ
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLlUGP5dF_cjuY_PRQn3ug3KyvY_JJ-WwjA6Ce6N01fGJ4ok2JeG4uCsoVG5EEioLs63yIHmV4Ntb2-BIjOeLZAFrPu00t_dg
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLm0G__4LMY8TrjlHMQ9lKSsgA0l3xtXjbKi7TvTXb9CDuYFgjWWRUL9Sfun5Yrxh_VEfHx9aD6Octdc2ZYPQwaKXWtxtPZAw
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLnDL0uCdiQYcSdi_ltXpLTE2GYnR0D6MbKj6Ggvg71HoA2iOn2vju2ucABAnlQe1jcUT_jFBUy7uvOE4DHmu23W8h2WN4C1A
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLukgoBsqPtBSA4H-md_UZTFOgqdCD56yVi1qsy8g9hIkHk8m4DKpkTPyb83hP0IUzHkT_8bp-gWUHBp_p5jAz_fkp-K4kgnQ
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLv_EclkgITkjGi3OqG6WRDMDxfrMGgUh4adbuprY6SR6CJG_YEF0eBpBGYDYMASxeotYugyJhNsCQH6prKouRFjcwy2IUtgw
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLwScBsNB_46IawezxOAY_wBO6xET-3-UKnT5jqBnmxMJG8Ug1Gl-YG9nZT_Khpe9EH8NfEsbcMTtdvwJ-lqHnJkGLn8JmlMw
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLxEu2Z96Hf1JKtoLUrC7nrP1U3MI57vEnLrY5H8Uam_LrvAhqWQczupMWDtuHEg_a1b8mSZQO2DXtgXVeduKOJnDI478VY_Q
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLyEkN0VGdpfRSdshd9hYq4-SRaG2E_GWlJacptDKjl5ZychAn1ObIKrJlIvyQ4fD4L5f-6y7FdJUet4ze5LI8rk5Qj8XfUMw
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLzFOrhrNurhXeHjmWZNg_rsIG0QJwoatkzhyYHjFsFB4VewsmskYvrsHgpq7b2EKM7y3ZCm6dghaa2qSRykIIE-aZBBrRYfw
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqL0MUk-Z5_Kk3I1kEeOAPl2QzXAIdGeSbbhugj5d92lxWY3mQbScmtucnO9kelxliHzZVl4nu5D-UbeirWM2KXY8SRghkVQHA
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqL1HmBk-Toke2oAHIqY0UpuonD7fXPTZn6YOLLCNCEFvN-ZyLMbqImlatEjsEe0nlzK2m10-HmzUBqR5u_q27Z4XvhVFX1uJA
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/unsub_center.aspx?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqL3fq8OfXSqtik30dJ-MvocsYIsxH0QoMEb2DxxSiO_8K2h_C8a1nItIGqP6E4qphU6k-3dP6SR6weAQldDja3Fbzj8PWwZiagmxOm9JxjzOEj62P8
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/profile_center.aspx?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqL5XCeyJR-aHMYv7XrVS_CFWD5j67DNdNMkTxl-cjYQBbqG9NqHDhr4PZpBrtbHBzQZc9h9G90mTvt6ZuoqiTMTW8SJlJjDqbchMuD6dwcFIlTo
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqL6713g7jqBky2DUyD8Ftlgl6Z5dQ0gIm9SF9SMcsI_FihgXqgIO49wL6T1S3IlSjszPN06JzHfnrZ2i4P2MrA2foIymty4iQ
https://click.lawmessages.fsu.edu/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjUwMTB9AAsAAAAABSUPeqLSF6VD2gKY9zUjcY9c6-xX8T-vCbv36imnkdcNKGUL73V-bQCgZllhxUq6hRRFkuVftdDgdlGzTpzSGd27flqE8v4gxgK24w

