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Standing on the Shoulders of Giants

d o n  w e i d n e r
Dean and Alumni Centennial Professor

Sincerely,

s shown by the photos 
inside this issue, we 
had a spectacular 

party in honor of the retire-
ment from full-time teaching 
of Chuck Ehrhardt and John 
Yetter.  More than 400 people 
showed up to pay tribute to 
these two men who have spent 
their professional lives at our 
law school. Both have been 
exceptional teachers, and both 
have been highly interactive 
with the legal profession.  Both, 
I am delighted to report, will 
continue to teach for us on a 
part-time basis, beginning this 

coming academic year.  
Chuck and John, and other founding faculty, 

have given us a wonderful base on which to build.  
We all take a lesson from their contributions to the 
profession, perhaps best reflected in their dedication 
to continuing legal education and to continuing 
judicial education.    

In part because our faculty members continue 
to be interactive with the profession, our programs 
continue to receive increased recognition.  In the re-
cent law school rankings issue of U.S. News & World 
Report, for example, our Environmental Law Program 
was rated 12th best in the nation and our Tax Law 
Program was rated 21st best in the nation, tied with 
Columbia.  U.S. News also reports that our academic 
reputation is now 48th in the nation and that we have 
the strongest student body in Florida, as measured by 
LSAT scores.  Since our students have had the high-
est bar passage rate for two of the last three times the 
Florida Bar Examination was administered, and since 

they have a 99% job placement rate nine months 
after graduation, we think they rate pretty highly in 
other ways as well.  

Reputational rankings are very tricky things.  
Whereas most of those who vote on the reputation 
of law schools are in the Northeast, most of our al-
ums are in Florida and the Southeast.  Furthermore, 
reputational rankings notoriously lag behind overall 
quality improvement.  So, it is somewhat of a phe-
nomenon that our overall ranking in U.S. News has 
gone from 67 to 53 since 2004.  What goes up can, 
of course, go down.  But we are doing everything in 
our power to make sure that what has gone up will 
continue to go up.

One thing that I think will help, at least in the long 
run, is our new and stronger-than-ever program in 
Law, Business and Economics.  As I type this column, 
our very first brochure on our business program is 
being readied to be sent to over 3,000 prospective 
employers.  The brochure describes our five faculty 
members who teach the core courses in the business 
area, including three new faculty members:  Kelli 
Alces, Dino Falaschetti and Manuel Utset.  Two of 
the five core business faculty, Dino Falaschetti and 
Jon Klick, are Ph.D. economists.  The five core 
business faculty are supplemented by faculty experts 
in intellectual property, taxation and international 
business transactions.  The mission of our business 
program is to give our students the sophistication 
necessary to pursue careers in the business world 
at the highest possible level.  To that end, we offer 
them a solid understanding of business, economic 
and financial principles, with a special emphasis on 
how economic principles influence the development 
of legal institutions.

Chuck and John: Do you see what you started?  
Surely you see that we are all in your debt.

A
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s we seek to tell the stories of the 
Florida State College of Law’s 
two earliest professors, it’s ob-

vious we are telling the story of the law 
school itself.

Professors John Yetter and Charles 
“Chuck” Ehrhardt are retiring after nearly 
40 years of teaching. Without a doubt, they 
played an integral role in shaping the heart 
of the school – its very mission statement. 
And they have done well.

While some say it’s the end of an era 
with their departures, many are lauding 
their legacy.

“They set an early example for all of us 
at the law school,” says Dean Don Weidner. 
He says both have demonstrated a combina-
tion of commitment to the students, the bar 
and the bench.

“They have been a great example for the 
new faculty, proving the wisdom in remain-
ing engaged in the legal community more 
broadly,” he says.

Former students credit this approach for 
making the law school distinctive. “FSU 
gained a reputation as a law school that 
trained practitioners,” says Fifth District 
Court of Appeals Judge Vincent Torpy Jr., 
a 1983 graduate. Both Yetter and Ehrhardt 
combined theory with practical application, 
he says, “so when you graduated, you were 
well equipped to enter the practice of law 
and hit the ground running.”

Commonalities
While Yetter and Ehrhardt each con-

tributed uniquely to the school, there are 
some things they have in common. When 
they were hired, neither had teaching ex-
perience. It seems that this was a strategy 
of the school’s first dean, Mason Ladd. He 
would pluck a few very green lawyers direct 
from law school or early in practice and mix 

them with more seasoned professionals. 
Ehrhardt recalls that there was only one 

measure that would determine if the strat-
egy was a good one: the Bar Exam results 
from the first graduating class. Incredibly, 
“One hundred percent of the class passed 
the bar,” he says. “That gave us credibility.” 
Even better, internally, it affirmed Ladd‘s 
approach and the faculty’s in their teach-
ing skills.

Something else that Yetter and Ehrhardt 
had in common was moving to an unknown 
city during a tumultuous era. While the law 
school was founded in 1966, Ladd was still 
building his core faculty in 1968, which was 
a difficult time in American history and for 
American culture.

Martin Luther King was assassinated 
in April of that year, and Robert Kennedy’s 
assassination followed in June. There were 
anti-war protests taking place on college 

campuses throughout the United States, 
including Florida State. 

Tallahassee, too, had become a hotbed 
of civil rights skirmishes, including Ad-
derley v. Florida.

John Yetter says he believes in some 
ways that the contentious environment 
helped the law school. “It was polarizing, 
and I think that caused the faculty and 
students at the law school to come together 
in many ways.”

Although the retirement of these two 
esteemed professors closes a chapter in the 
history of Florida State’s law school, it’s clear 
they will continue to have an influence on 
the institution as well as the students. Both 
have agreed to return at least annually to 
teach a major course.

The legacy lives on.

A

with a little help from a friend…
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here are a few items in Chuck 
Ehrhardt’s office that require ex-
planation. Like the broom with the 

University of Miami logo imprinted on it 
(“a clean sweep”). The Gator wallpaper 
covering the inside of his door. And, 
most perplexing, the framed cover of the 
University of Florida Law School’s spring 
1995 magazine.

The retiring Florida State College of 
Law professor explains that the first two 
are related to his reputation as a sports fan 
– preferring Florida State, of course. Both 
were the work of students from rival schools 
following Seminole losses to their teams.

The law magazine cover is the pro-
fessor’s own doing, though. In that issue, 
UF’s law school was touting credentials of 
its professors and alumni. Look closely at 
the photo, and you’ll note that Ehrhardt’s 
book, Florida Evidence, is figured promi-
nently.

Oops.
Yes, he chuckles, it’s been a source of 

delight for years.

Evolution of a book
One thing the magazine got right is the 

prominence of Ehrhardt’s book. Now in its 
ninth edition, it’s described as the “bible” 
for judges and trial attorneys in Florida.

“I was a circuit judge for 12 years, and 
I always had mine available,” says Florida 
Supreme Court Justice Kenneth B. Bell.

In his courtroom, it was common to 
have someone opening Ehrhardt’s book 
and citing a reference, while others would 
ask, “What page are you on?”

And it wasn’t just Bell’s experience.
“If you’re a trial lawyer, you dare not go 

into court without a copy of Ehrhardt on 
evidence,” says Florida State University’s 
President Emeritus and Professor Talbot 
“Sandy” D’Alemberte. “If you forget, just 
look on the judge’s desk and you’ll find one. 
Every judge has been a student of Ehrhardt 
at some time.”
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PRofessoR chuck ehRhARdT
The Man Who Wrote ‘The Book’ on Florida 
Evidence, Moves on to the Next Chapter of His Life
B y  J u l i e  s .  B e t t i N g e r

T
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The books, and Ehrhardt’s continu-
ing legal and judicial education on the 
topic, have earned him the name “dean 
of evidence.”

“You’ve got the Bobby Bowden of foot-
ball coaches,” says Bell, “well, Chuck is the 
Bobby Bowden of evidence coaches.”

To those who have to deal with evi-
dence, Ehrhardt is recognized as the 
pre-eminent scholar, Bell says.

Still, Ehrhardt didn’t seek the title or 
recognition, he says. It happened more as a 
result of taking advantage of opportunities 
that came his way.

It started when former Florida State 
Law School Dean Mason Ladd, who hired 
Ehrhardt, suggested that he audit his class 
on evidence one spring. “Why?” the pro-
fessor asked. “Because you’re going to be 
teaching it next fall,” he was told.

Ehrhardt immersed himself in the 
topic, and a few years later received a call 
that would make his a household name 
in legal and judicial circles throughout 
Florida.

D’Alemberte, then a member of the 
Florida House Representatives, says he 
and his colleagues were looking over the 
statutes and determined that the evidence 
code needed re-writing. The person they 
hired to do it wasn’t delivering. The call 
was to ask if Ehrhardt would consider 
taking over.

“That’s how Chuck got involved 

originally in drafting the (Florida) evidence 
code,” D’Alemberte says. Gov. Reubin 
Askew officially appointed Ehrhardt to 
the Florida Law Revision Council, where 
he served from 1975 to 1976.

Years later, Ehrhardt would return the 
favor to his lawmaker pal (and help shape 
the Florida State University law school, 
too). 

After leaving politics, D’Alemberte 
went back to practicing law in Miami. 

Ehrhardt called one day and asked him if 
he would consider being a candidate for 
dean at FSU. 

D’Alemberte recalls that at the time, he 
was chair of the American Bar Association 
section for legal education and teaching at 
the University of Miami College of Law. 
“So my response was, ‘I know too much 
about legal education to think about be-
coming a dean.’”

But Ehrhardt persisted with a dinner 
invitation in Tallahassee, and the rest is 
history. “I entered academic life because 
Chuck suggested it, and that led to me 
being university president,” D’Alemberte 
says.

Sports in the courtroom
It was an earlier Florida State president 

who contributed to Ehrhardt’s other claim 
to fame — intercollegiate athletics law 
expert.

In 1984, Florida State  President Bernie 
Sliger appointed Ehrhardt to chair the 
athletic board, and through that position 
he served on committees and boards of 
both the National Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation (NCAA) and the Atlantic Coast 
Conference (ACC).

“I found it interesting and invigo-
rating,” says Ehrhardt. “It was a whole 
different set of issues than what I was used 
to dealing with – and a whole separate 
group of people.”

Sliger’s successor, D’Alemberte, admits 

he didn’t see much value in those roles 
when he took over, until he was hit with the 
infamous Foot Locker incident (when play-
ers from the 1993 national championship 
team were treated to a $6,000 shopping 
spree). Recognizing how critical it was to 
have FSU represented at NCAA gather-
ings, and how well regarded Ehrhardt was, 
he decided to keep him in place and even 
encouraged more involvement. Ehrhardt 
remained chair of Florida State’s Athletic 

Board for nearly 20 years, and even served 
in more prominent positions. He was 
the faculty representative to the NCAA, 
chaired the Faculty Athletics Representa-
tives Association and went on to serve as 
president of the ACC.

Once a student, always 
a student

Amazingly, Ehrhardt’s non-teaching 
activities haven’t been at the expense of 
students, or even classroom performance.

Energetic with a booming voice, his 
teaching style easily engages his listeners. 
He marches through the aisle and gets a 
special look in his eyes when he’s about to 
make an important point. You just know 
it’s coming.

In an e-mail expressing his appreciation 
for Ehrhardt’s rich teaching career, Joe 
Schimmel (J.D. 1993) wrote: “I had only 
one class with Professor Ehrhardt (torts), 
but some lectures replay in my mind like 
scenes from a great movie.” 

Wayne Hogan, partner with Terrell 
Hogan in Jacksonville, calls him “the 
constant helpful professor.”

Though he was among Ehrhardt’s earli-
est students, graduating in 1972, he says, 
“Over all these years, he has continued to 
mentor us as practicing lawyers. He has 
always been willing to take a call and give 
us the benefit of his thinking.” 

Part of the “dream team” that helped 
win Florida’s tobacco settlement, Hogan 
says, “As we geared for the trial, we knew 
we were going to have certain key evi-
dentiary issues. Chuck was kind enough 
to come in and give us the benefit of his 
thinking and his coaching.”

He adds a disclaimer that ref lects 
Ehrhardt’s signature teaching method: 
“He still makes us do the work to find the 
final answer.”

Bachelor in a small town
Taking opportunity and running with 

it has been classic Ehrhardt from the early 
days.

Out of school about three years, at 
age 27, he was serving as an assistant U.S. 
Attorney in the northern District of Iowa, 
when he received a call from his former 
dean.

“you’ve got the Bobby Bowden of football 
coaches,” says Justice Ken Bell, “well, chuck 
is the Bobby Bowden of evidence coaches.”

see “ehrhardt” page 7
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ome things you need to know 
about John Yetter: He didn’t 
start out to be a lawyer…once 

in law school, he didn’t expect to be a 
teacher…once a teacher, he didn’t expect 
to be teaching criminal law…once teach-
ing criminal law, he didn’t expect to be 
publishing books on the topic.

Oh, and the Pennsylvania native never 
expected to stay in Florida this long; cer-
tainly not Tallahassee.

Retiring now after 38 years of doing all 
of the above at Florida State’s College of 
Law, Professor John Yetter guesses he’s had 
a hand in molding about 5,000 to 6,000 
lawyers throughout the country.

“Close to 10,000 students passed 
through here in 38 years,” he says, tilting 
his head in a thoughtful pose, a generous 
splash of white hair covering it. “That’s a 
lot of people.”

And that doesn’t include the judges 
and other attorneys who have attended 
his continuing-education lectures through 
the Florida Bar and judicial education 
programs. 

Teacher for life
“He’s been my professor, and he’s still 

my professor,” says Fifth District Court of 
Appeals Judge Vincent G. Torpy Jr., a 1983 
graduate of the school. “Even though I’m 
a judge now, I call him often to make sure 
I’m getting the law correct.”

Like Torpy, Charles J. Levin says he 
considers every encounter with Yetter to be 
a continuing-education experience.

“I never asked him a question in a 
legal matter where he did not have some 
very good insight or knowledge that was 
really stunning,” says Levin, an attorney 
in private practice in Tampa.

Yetter’s accolades reach well beyond 
the classroom and lecture halls. He was 
an editor of the Florida Civil Trial Guide 
and has authored law review and journal 
articles throughout his career. He also won 
the 1998 Selig I. Goldin Award, the highest 
honor given by the Florida Bar Criminal 

Professor John Yetter
An Unexpected—and Brilliant—Career 
B y  J u l i e  s .  B e t t i N g e r

S
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Law Section. He is well respected for his 
knowledge of evidence and sports law, and 
somewhere along the way, Yetter became 
a jazz musician.

“He’s a lawyer who could have done 
anything with his law degree,” says Torpy. 
“He could have made millions of dollars 
practicing law, but I think teaching is what 
he was put on this earth for.”

Roots
Trying his best to steer the conversation 

away from himself, the Roberts Professor 
finally gets around to telling how his un-
expected career path unfolded.

Though Yetter comes from a family of 
college and high school teachers (on both 
sides), he says it had never occurred to him 
to teach.

After graduating with a bachelors’ 
degree from Lehigh University in 1963 
(playing guard on the basketball team in 
his freshman year), he says he did what 
many young people in Pennsylvania did 
in those days and went to work for a steel 
company. He knew immediately it wasn’t 
his calling.

“Once you work for a year in steel, 
you’ll figure out something else,” he says. 
“So I thought, ‘Why not law school?’”

He applied and was accepted to 
Duquesne Law School, where he gradu-
ated summa cum laude in 1967, receiving 
his LLM a year later from Yale. With his 
engineering background, his original idea 
was to be a patent lawyer.

Nearing graduation from Yale, he says 
he had some promising prospects in his 
native state. But before he had a chance 
to pursue them, a professor suggested he 
meet with the dean of a fledgling law school 
in Florida.

After the end of his interview with 
Florida State’s first law school dean, Mason 
Ladd offered to buy him lunch. 

“He told me on the spot, ‘I want to hire 
you for Florida State University.’” 

Unfortunately, he couldn’t give Yetter 
much time to consider the offer. Since 
it was a young law school, Ladd said he 
needed to fill positions for the following 
fall. 

“He gave me 24 hours and said, ‘If 
I don’t hear from you, I’ll take that as a 
‘no.’”

Yetter says he went home and discussed 
it with his wife. He liked the idea of having 
a firm offer in hand and, even though he’d 
only met Ladd briefly, he liked the man. 
He decided not to do any more interviews 
and took the job for a starting salary of 
$11,000.

Having visited Florida only once 
– vacationing on the east coast – Yetter 
arrived in hot, humid Tallahassee August 
of 1968. “I had no idea what it would be 
like,” he says. “The climate was really a 
shock for me.”

The making of a teacher
Because Yetter had no teaching expe-

rience, he says, “One of the first things 
Mason did was take me into the classroom. 
He went and sat in the back row and said, 
‘Now, teach your class.’ So I did.”

Yetter says he was just “talking away,” 
when about 15 minutes into the lecture, 
Ladd interrupted him with a wave of his 
hand and said, “I’ve got a question.” The 
two conversed and finally, Ladd conceded: 
“You’ve convinced me you can handle it.”

Looking back on how it all started, Yet-
ter says, “Had it not been for Dean Ladd, 
my life would be completely different.”

Yetter’s next unexpected turn was 
teaching criminal law.

He recalls a couple of professors at Yale 
who interested him in criminal law and 
procedure. But he had no idea he would 
ever teach the topic.

“I got into it mainly because that’s what 
FSU needed,” he says. And he became 
good at it.

In 1972, the Florida Supreme Court 
wrote a new set of rules that he says 
changed the landscape of criminal proce-
dure in Florida. “The practicing bar needed 
someone to lecture and teach it, so I did.” 

Even though the practice area chose 
him instead of the other way around, it 
didn’t detract from Yetter’s passion for the 

topic. In fact, it was Yetter’s gift of teach-
ing criminal law that led to at least one 
student’s own change in career path.

“I went to law school thinking maybe 
I would be a tax lawyer,” says George Tra-
gos, who practices criminal defense and 
personal injury law in Pinellas County. 
“John Yetter made it so much fun that I 
really wanted to try the types of cases I was 
reading about.” After graduating, Tragos 
thought that he would get experience try-
ing cases, then move on. “But I enjoyed 
criminal law so much I never left.”

Never-ending student
It may be Yetter’s discover-and-be-

discovered approach to life that has 
contributed to his reputation for thinking 
outside of the university walls.

Desiring to add real life experience to 
what he had been teaching, in 1974, Yetter 
says he spent the summer working under 
Palm Beach State Attorney David Blud-
worth. “They swore me in the first day, 
and the second day I was in court,” Yetter 
says. He handled well over 100 cases and 
a few trials during those three months. “It 
was a pivotal time in my career.”

Yetter says he had been teaching six 
years and was considering his options – in-
cluding the possibility of leaving Florida. 
“Bludworth convinced me not only that 
I should stay in Florida, but that I had 
something to contribute,” he says.

So he stayed and has continued his 
quest for outside experience as much as his 
teaching schedule will allow.

A few years ago, Yetter was in Cocoa 
Beach and called his former student and 
friend Judge Torpy to re-connect. Torpy 
was scheduled to do first appearances that 
weekend, and Yetter asked if he could tag 
along.

“This is a guy who is a full professor, 
has a chair, and could teach most of these 
subjects without any preparation,” Torpy 

“he’s a lawyer who could have done anything with 
his law degree,” says vincent torpy. “he could have 
made millions of dollars practicing law, but i think 
teaching is what he was put on this earth for.”
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says. “He’s in the twilight of his career, and 
he’s getting up early on a Sunday morning 
to go to a jail and watch a judge do initial 
appearances on 100 people who had just 
been arrested.”

What impressed Torpy most was 
Yetter’s enthusiasm. 

“He was anxious to get back to the 
classroom and work it into his lecture,” he 
says. “I don’t think you’d find many aca-
demics take that kind of interest of what’s 
happening in the real world.”

Yetter credits the late Marvin Mounts, 
who was a circuit judge in Palm Beach 
County, for encouraging him to look be-
yond academic boundaries. Mounts urged 
Yetter to get involved with The Florida Bar 
and do law reform work. 

“Marvin Mounts and Mason Ladd 
were two very special people who had the 
ability and desire to make those around 
them much better people,” Yetter says. “I 
was very, very lucky to have these two men 
advise me in the early years of my career. 
I tried my best to put into practice the les-
sons they taught me.”

A day of brilliance
As word spreads about Yetter’s retire-

ment to the nearly four decades of former 
students, many have taken the time to 
reflect on their personal encounters with 
the man.

Tampa Attorney Levin, who has 
become close friends with his former 
professor over the years, recalls how well 
prepared Yetter was for his classes, which 
kept students’ attention. “Even early 
on, people would just come to hear him 
lecture. You could hear a pin drop. You 
wouldn’t miss a class if you didn’t have 
to; you would have missed a day of bril-
liance.”

Yetter says he has no big plans for retire-
ment. He will keep his hand in molding 
future lawyers, as Dean Don Weidner has 
invited him to teach one major course 
each year.

Pondering what he’ll do with the rest of 
his time, he says, “I think I’ll start teaching 
my granddaughter.” k
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Mason Ladd had retired from the 
University of Iowa and taken a position 
at FSU, launching the new law school. 
Though Ehrhardt had no teaching 
experience, he had graduated with high 
honors and obviously left a lasting im-
pression on Dean Ladd.

“I got hired over the phone,” Eh-
rhardt says. He admits that it wasn’t so 
much the teaching that attracted him, 
as the idea of avoiding his next obvious 
career move – joining a law firm.

“Taking a job with a law firm was 
like a lifetime marriage,” he says. “People 
just didn’t change firms. Plus, being 
from Iowa, the idea of moving to a more 
cosmopolitan atmosphere was intriguing 
to a bachelor like Ehrhardt.

“The Florida I thought I was going to 
see was Fort Lauderdale,” he says. What 
he found instead was a county that was 

slowly emerging from the prohibition 
era – it had gone wet only two weeks 
before he arrived and there were only 
two places that offered any kind of night 
life for singles. 

“This was not the Florida I expect-
ed,” he concedes.

It was to be one of many tests. 
Ehrhardt says the first few years were 
extremely challenging to early professors 
because the students consisted of many 
with life experiences, and most were 

older than Ehrhardt. Some had fought 
in the Vietnam war and others had 
previous careers, including an editor of 
the St. Petersburg Times. But, if he was 
intimidated, it never showed.

Recalling those early days, former 
student Wayne Hogan says, “He made 
you answer questions no matter who 
you were.”

Generation next
Now retiring after 38 years of teach-

ing, Ehrhardt says he’s reading the signs 
of retirement. While his continuing-
education lectures over the years allowed 
him to stay in touch with his former 
students, he’s seeing reminders of them 
in the classrooms at Florida State.

“I’ve looked at students and real-
ized I taught their parents,” he laughs. 
Another sign is the fact that all three of 

his children have already graduated from 
college, including a son who received his 
law degree from Florida State.

Bob Ehrhardt, now a prosecutor 
in Pasco County, took evidence from 
another professor, but dad required he 
sign up for his class as well.

“I told him, ‘Now you’re going to 
get my version of it.’ If he’s going to be 
a lawyer, and his name’s Ehrhardt, he’d 
better know my version.” k

“ehrhardt,” continued from page �

ehrhardt says the first few years were extremely 
challenging to early professors because the students 
consisted of many with life experiences and most 
were older than ehrhardt. some had fought in the 
vietnam war and others had previous careers, 
including an editor of the st. petersburg times. But, if 
he was intimidated, it never showed.
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ecoming a major player in the 
worlds of the arts, education, 
politics and business is tough in 

any city. In a place like Chicago, it takes 
the practical experience of professional 
accomplishment, a passion for life and the 
personal confidence to handle a wide array 
of demanding social situations. 

In other words, it takes someone like 
Florida State University Law graduate 
Carrie Hightman. 

Hightman, the president of AT&T Illi-
nois from 2001 to 2006, has earned a place 
among Chicago’s elite by dedicating herself 
to excellence and by seizing opportunities 
as they present themselves. Currently, that 
means serving on the boards of several 
influential and prestigious organizations 
in the Chicagoland area. 

Foremost among those obligations, at 
least in terms of time required, is her new 
role as chair of the Illinois Board of Higher 
Education. “When I left AT&T, lots of 
people were asking me about what I was 
going to do,” Hightman said. “About that 
same time, the governor offered me the 
chairmanship because he said he appreci-
ated my business background and thought 
it would be useful in helping to move 
higher education in Illinois forward.”

Hightman was quickly confirmed 
by the state Senate for the six-year term 
and began heading the entity respon-
sible for planning and coordinating the 
state’s nationally respected system of nine 
public universities on 12 campuses, 48 
community colleges, 94 independent not-
for-profit colleges and universities, and 30 
independent for-profit institutions. It is 
no small task. 

“We work on a budget of more than 
$2.2 billion as well as approve all degree 
programs for both public and private in-
stitutions of higher education,” she said. 
“We have a consumer protection function 
to fulfill as well. We don’t want anyone 
signing up for a school and then getting 

Former President of AT&T Illinois 
Focuses on Civic Involvement 
B y  d a v e  F i o r e

carrie hightman at the  
lyric opera in chicago

carrie hightman has earned a place among 
chicago’s elite by dedicating herself to excellence 
and by seizing opportunities as they present 
themselves. 
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a degree that is useless because the school 
did not have the proper accreditation or the 
course was not offered properly.”

Looking to the future, Hightman said 
the board is trying to establish a more 
holistic approach to education – begin-
ning in preschool. “If our students are not 
ready for high school, they certainly won’t 
be ready for college,” she said. The board 
also oversees about $50 million in grants 
for both students and individual school 
programs.

Civic involvement for the Illinois native 
and mother of two includes serving on the 
boards of the Chicago Urban League, the 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library 
Foundation, the Chicago Bar Foundation 
and the Lyric Opera of Chicago. “There is 
no other building in the world like the Civic 
Opera house,” Hightman said. “It attracts 
the best artists in the world. I got involved 
in 2002 in a time after 9-11 when funding 
was a serious issue. But through it all, the 
subscription base remained huge and there 
were never empty seats. I had never even 
been to the opera before, and now I love it. 
I am in awe of every opera I attend, but I 
still need to read the subtitles.” 

After graduating from law school and 
gaining valuable experience as staff counsel 
for the Florida Public Service Commission 
and as associate counsel at the Florida Of-
fice of Public Counsel, her love of Chicago 
drew her back to the Land of Lincoln. 

She even convinced her husband, 
Harry Hightman, to sell his “claim to 
fame,” according to Hightman – the Yum 
Yum Donuts he operated for six years on 
Apalachee Parkway near the state Capi-
tol.

She returned to take a position with 
the prestigious Schiff Hardin firm and 
concentrated on the areas of energy, utili-
ties and telecommunications for 14 years 
before being offered the position at AT&T. 
While it could not have prepared her more 
thoroughly, there still were adjustments to 

be made as she moved from the practice of 
law to the corporate environment. 

“Everything I’d done in private prac-
tice positioned me well for my position at 
AT&T,” Hightman said. “But it was a huge 
change going from a large law firm where I 

was an equity partner and the head of my 
practice group to large corporation, not 
practicing law.”

She said it was adapting to working 
within a team concept that was the most 
different. “As a partner, I was my own boss 
in most cases. But even as a senior executive 
at AT&T, there was still lots of hierarchy 
– people above me and equal to me. I 
couldn’t make the same kinds of decisions 
on my own, but I learned quickly that the 
people around me were resources and by 
working together we could meet the busi-
ness objectives.”

There certainly were many tough choic-
es to be made during her tenure, as AT&T 
Illinois, an $8 billion, 19,000-employee 

business, navigated under her leadership 
through the deregulation of local phone 
service, a $197-million merger settlement, 
a return to the long-distance market after 
20 years and the evolution from phone 
company to provider of diversified com-

munications and entertainment services. 
“There were such dramatic changes in 

the landscape during those years,” Hight-
man said. “It was fun to ride the wave of 
change.”

What her next professional challenge 
will be is still up in the air. “I am taking 
some time to decide what to do next,” she 
said. “I wouldn’t rule out law, but I don’t 
need to practice law to take advantage of 
and get the benefits from my legal educa-
tion and experience. That knowledge opens 
up a lot of doors and is invaluable.” k

carrie hightman with opera 
legend placido domingo and 
husband harry hightman
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drienne Fechter has created her 
version of the dream life. A former 
employment law litigator, she now 

serves the profession — as well as regular 
citizens turned combatants — as a certified 
mediator and neutral investigator through 
her business, Managed Conflict. 

The Florida State Law graduate lives with 
her husband of 12 years, former law partner 
Tom Dickson, and their 10-year-old son, 
Noah, on a small horse farm north of At-
lanta with their three horses, two miniature 
donkeys and five dogs.

And as far as feeling fulfilled at the end of 
the day, Fechter has never been happier.

“I wanted to focus on resolving problems, 
and I get a great deal of satisfaction in seeing 
the fast resolution of an issue,” she said. “Me-
diation is a powerful tool to resolve conflict 
in a manner in which all parties walk away 
satisfied. You also can be as creative as you 
want to be. You can negotiate things a judge 
and jury never could.”

As an example, Fechter recounts a case 
in which the plaintiff in a labor dispute was 
looking for hundreds of thousands of dollars, 
but the defense said up front it would not pay 
more than $50,000. “The defense was say-
ing they knew they would win in court and 
that the plaintiff was lazy because she never 
tried to mitigate the damages by looking for 
another job,” Fechter said.

After speaking with the plaintiff, Fechter 
learned that when she got fired, her car was 
repossessed, a detail she was too embarrassed 
to tell even her lawyer.

“She could not get around Atlanta and 
missed appointments because of having 
to rely on the bus system,” Fechter said. 
“She also shared that one of her children 
was autistic and that she was involved in 
an autism-related charity.”

Fechter decided she would try to 
convince the defendants to include a 

donation to the organization as well 
as work on the transportation issue. 

“I went back and told the defense 

The MediAToR
Adrienne Fechter Thrives in Business  
of Resolving Tough Problems   B y  d a v e  F i o r e 
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about the car, and they said, ‘We have an 
entire fleet of cars; we can give her one.’”

The defendant agreed to a settlement 
of $50,000, the car – including tax, tag 
and title – and four years of donations to 
the autism charity at $25,000 per year. It 
turned out that the CEO had a personal 
connection to autism and was thrilled to 
make the donation.

“Finding her underlying motivations 
and desires gave the plaintiff what she really 
needed to get her life back in order,” Fechter 
said. “Mediation provides resolution that 
you cannot get anywhere else.” 

Managed Conflict handles employ-
ment-related claims through a variety of 
services that include mediation, arbitration, 
neutral fact-finding investigations, audits 
and the design of conflict management 
policies and practices. Fechter said she 
works as an active mediator, instead of a 
“shuttle diplomat” who simply takes mes-
sages back and forth between parties.

“I don’t think people pay my rates for 
me to take messages,” she said. “I believe 
I am there to do something, and without 
crossing the line by telling people whether 
they are going to win or lose, I can tell them 
if their case has some limitations. That’s my 
job – to make them think from a different 
perspective. I play devil’s advocate and 
point out potential weaknesses.”

A normal caseload is two to three cases 
a week, with a day off between mediations. 
Those days are spent preparing for upcom-
ing cases or performing investigations for 
lawyers who need help fact-finding on a 
potential employment-related lawsuit.

What is Fechter’s opinion of some of 
her former colleagues’ performances during 
mediations? 

“I find that most lawyers don’t know 
what to do in mediation,” she said. “We 
are trained as lawyers to go to war for our 
client – to have a position and to fight for it. 
When they come to mediation, they often 
have no real understanding of what works 
and what doesn’t. Mediators are trained 
to negotiate, to be a catalyst to eliminate 
positioned bargaining – the I win, you lose 
mentality. There are lots of ways to resolve 
disputes that clients and their lawyers may 
not understand, and it’s my job to figure 
that out.”

It turns out that Fechter is a natural at 
working out resolutions that allow all in-
volved to feel good about the process, even 
if they don’t come away with everything 
they were seeking. 

“Adrienne combines top-notch skills 
as a mediator with a thorough knowledge 
of employment discrimination law,” said 
Leslie Dent of Paul, Hastings, Janofsky, & 
Walker LLP, in an online testimonial. “She 
has a special talent for quickly gaining the 
trust of the individual plaintiffs and the 
respect of the company representatives. We 
call upon her again and again to mediate 
our toughest cases.”

Mary Ann Oakley of Holland & 
Knight agrees. “Adrienne can settle dust 
in a windstorm,” she said. 

Fechter’s interest in employment and 
labor law began as she was working in the 
family business and pursuing a master’s 
degree in psychology at the University of 

Florida with her new baby, Sadie, in tow. 
“I was working in human resources, and 
we experienced a lot of growth while I was 
there,” she said. “That experience made 
me want to go to law school and focus on 
employment law.”

As a new mother, Fechter saw the wis-
dom of going to school in-state and chose 
Florida State because she “fell in love with 
Tallahassee,” and she liked the small-school 
charm. It was a decision that she would 
come to greatly appreciate.

“I had my second baby between my 
second and third years of law school, and I 
had some serious complications before my 
son was born and was on bed rest,” Fechter 
said. “Dean (Sandy) D’Alemberte allowed 
me to take classes by tape recorder and stay 
at home. My friends would pass the tape 
recorder from class to class so I could listen 
to the lectures at night.”

“Then they allowed me to take the baby 
to class with me. My daughter was 3 at the 
time and I had to take her, too, for part of 
the day. She even had her own assigned seat 
and would quietly play during class. I had 
wonderful experiences there.”

Sadie, now 28, graduated from Smith 
College and lives in Washington, D.C., 
and Saul, 22, is graduating from Columbia 
in May.

Fechter says her life as a mediator does 
not resemble anything she had previously 
experienced. “My whole life is different,” 
she said. “Litigation is extremely stressful, 
and you have no control over your time 
or deadlines. Now, I often see resolution 
before I go home at night. The change has 
made an incredible impact on the quality 
of my life, and I can’t image any circum-
stances in which I would go back.”  k
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“mediation is a powerful tool to resolve conflict in a 
manner in which all parties walk away satisfied. you 
also can be as creative as you want to be. you can 
negotiate things a judge and jury never could.”
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B y  d a v e  F i o r e

The Second Time Around  
Tom Pelham Provides  
Unique Perspective as DCA Chief

On January 8, 2007, Tom Pel-
ham was appointed secretary of 
the Florida Department of Com-
munity Affairs by Gov. Charlie 
Crist. It is the job of the Florida 
State Law graduate to lead the 
state’s efforts in managing growth 
and development issues affect-
ing Florida’s cities, counties and 
neighborhoods. 

It is a job with which Pelham 
is quite familiar. He served in the 
same position under Gov. Bob 
Martinez from 1987 to 1991. 
For his service during that time, 
Pelham received awards from 
numerous organizations including 
1000 Friends of Florida and the 
Florida chapter of the American 
Planning Association. In 2001, he 
was named the Florida Audubon 
Society’s Conservationist of the 
Year.

An attorney and certified land 
planner, Pelham has more than 30 
years experience in environmental 
programs, planning and growth 
management. So what would 

motivate him to leave a private 
law practice and commit 

four more years to public 
service? 
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“First, this is a critical time for Florida 
in terms of growth problems,” said Pel-
ham, who graduated from the law school 
in 1971. “Recent legislation enacted in 
2005 is very complex, and it poses a lot 
of implementation challenges. I viewed it 

as an opportunity to make a contribution 
to the state. Obviously, it is an area I am 
interested in, as I have spent most of my 
career in it. I consider it to be a tremendous 
opportunity and an honor to serve Florida 
in this capacity once again.”

New challenges
Although he has been in the position 

only a couple of months this time around, 
Pelham said some differences in the land-
scape are apparent. 

“Twenty years ago, we were trying 
to implement a revolutionary piece of 
planning legislation (the 1985 Growth 
Management Act). Many areas of the state 
had no planning process or department for 
managing growth,” Pelham said. “Now, we 
have in place a statewide planning process, 
but the challenge of growth is still there. 
We still have a net gain of 1,000 residents 
per day in Florida. The real challenge is 
how to accommodate continuing growth 
without destroying the quality of life we 
enjoy here.”

The resulting issues from that challenge 
remain much the same today, although Pel-
ham said they have been intensified. “Most 
of the specific issues remain unchanged 
– providing infrastructure and protecting 

the environment,” he said. “But problems 
with infrastructure that were there when I 
started in 1987 may be even greater now. 
We had growth pressure along the coasts in 
1987, but now that pressure has extended 
beyond the coast to inland rural and agri-

cultural areas.” 
Pelham said that his job is an interest-

ing combination of planning and the law. 
“Florida’s Growth Management Act,” 

Pelham said, “married land-use planning 
and the law, and it requires a balanced 
perspective – weighing and balancing 
competing interests.”

That weighing process is difficult, 
according to Pelham, because many 
competing interests must be balanced. 
“We need to protect our environmental 
resources while also promoting a healthy 
economy,” he said. “Any decision we make 
will make someone unhappy, but the bot-
tom line is that everyone wins if we protect 
our environment and natural resources. 
Our coast, lakes, rivers and springs all 
contribute to our quality of life.”

Getting involved
An interest in land-use law began for 

Pelham as a law student, although there 
were no courses offered in the area at the 
time. “I was exposed to it through other 
classes and then in private practice. My 
interest grew as I pursued it in various 
ways.”

Pelham taught land-use planning 
and regulation at Southern Methodist 

University and later as an adjunct law 
professor at Florida State. He also has 
authored a book and many articles on 
Florida’s environmental, land-use planning 
and growth-management programs. He 
served on the Tallahassee-Leon County 
Planning Commission and, for ten years, 
was the president of the Florida Planning 
Association. 

Even with the career emphasis on plan-
ning and growth issues, Pelham said his 
legal education and experience have played 
a key role in his success. “The implementa-
tion of Florida’s growth management laws 
requires the interpretation and application 
of complex legislation,” he said. “My train-
ing as a lawyer is invaluable in overseeing 
the interpretation and application of those 
laws. It has provided me a strong founda-
tion in land-use planning law.”

The Florida State law school provided 
more than academic support, according to 
Pelham. “My years as a law student were 
some of the most intellectually exciting 
years of my life,” he said. “Law school 
opened up new ways of thinking. There 
were many young, outstanding teachers 
who made a lasting impression and impact 
on me.”

But law school almost never even hap-
pened, as Pelham planned to be a college 
professor of government and political 
science. “During my undergraduate stud-
ies in political science, I took classes in 
constitutional law and it piqued my interest 
in law,” he said. “It took a few years, but I 
found the right path for me.” k

tom pelham received awards from numerous 
organizations including �000 friends of florida and the 
florida chapter of the american planning association, 
and was named the florida audubon society’s 
conservationist of the year.
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lorida State law professor Steven 
Gey was opening a First Amend-

ment class with one of his signature 
warm ups: a commentary. The U.S. 
Supreme Court had just delivered an op-
portunity for him to talk about his favorite 
subject – free speech – with the “Bong 
Hits 4 Jesus” case. In the six minutes that 
followed, Gey’s students were given a com-
bination news brief and historical review 
of legal cases likely to be cited (going back 
to the 1960s). 

They also received expectations of each 
side’s arguments from one of the most 
sought-out authorities on the topic—Gey, 
himself. 

By the end of his introduction, the pro-
fessor had captured the attention of nearly 
all 55 students. Their eyes had turned away 
from their icon-cluttered laptops and were 
fixed on the bespeckled, mustached Gey.

Here or there
According to those who know him 

well, instead of lecturing to a room full of 
future attorneys, the David and Deborah 
Fonvielle and Donald and Janet Hinkle 
Professor of Law could just as easily be a 
celebrity lawyer representing high-profile 
cases before the Supreme Court.

After 20 years in the classroom, some 
also marvel that the talented Gey chose to 
stay in Tallahassee, considering his met-
ropolitan roots. He received his J.D. from 
Columbia University and spent his first few 
years out of law school as an associate for 
the New York-based Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, 
Wharton & Garrison law firm. And yet by 
choosing to remain at FSU, he has parlayed 
his position into an impressive career that 
has included numerous television appear-
ances and articles in some of the most 
prestigious journals in the country.

Popular Constitutional Law Professor is a Busy Man,
But His Law Students Always Come First
B y  J u l i e  s .  B e t t i N g e r
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It hasn’t been at the expense of stu-
dents, either, colleagues say. Jay LaVia, 
shareholder with Young van Assenderp, 
PA, says although Gey generously answers 
calls beyond the classroom for his time, the 
students get top priority.

“While he writes wonderfully well-
received scholarly articles published in the 
best law reviews and journals in the country, 
he always finds time to meet with, mentor 
and work with the students,” says LaVia. 
“And he chooses to do that.”

LaVia, who has remained friends with 
his former professor since graduating in 
1990 and has referred legal work his way, 
points to evidence of Gey’s popularity: He’s 
been named Professor of the Year by the 
Student Bar Association several times and is 
a sought-out advisor for Moot Court.

Barbara Leach, who is on her fifth class 
with the professor, confirms Gey’s com-
mitment.

“He’s a busy man—a popular man—be-
yond the law school, really in national and 
international circles. But you still get the 
sense that the students always come first.”

“Student,” it seems, has a much broader 
application around Gey. Virtually any lis-
tener becomes a student in his company.

“Steve has always been, f irst and 
foremost, someone who appreciates the 
discourse of ideas,” observes Chris Kise, 
Florida Gov. Charlie Crist’s senior legal 
and policy advisor. “He’s someone who 
never misses an opportunity to provide an 

educational experience, whether it be with 
a young student or older lawyer.”

Tallahassee attorney Don Hinkle agrees. 
“He is so smart – scary smart,” he says of 
Gey. “He makes me want to go back and be 
a law student just to take his course.”

When asked what’s kept him in the 
classroom for more than 20 years and turn-
ing down other opportunities, Gey shrugs, 
“Teaching is fun.”

Watch him teach and you’ll know his 
answer is sincere. His interaction with the 

students communicates genuine interest 
– Steve Gey is clearly having a blast.

Sidetracked
A recent change in his health has Gey 

and others pondering where his life’s work 
has taken him. This past January, he an-
nounced that he had been diagnosed with 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), also 
known as Lou Gehrig’s disease.

It started with what seemed to be a 
shoulder injury in the spring of 2006. Gey 
sought treatment a few months later for new 
symptoms that appeared to be orthopedic 
related. He eventually saw a neurologist 
and was diagnosed with suspected ALS in 
November. Gey sought a specialist in the 
disease from Emory University, and the 
diagnosis was confirmed in December.

At the time of this writing, Gey had 
lost fine motor control and his legs were 
weakening, but he was still able to walk 
and drive. 

He talks about his illness in sobering 
terms, like he tackles a legal case—stick-
ing to the facts; what is known about the 
disease. 

“Eventually, I won’t be able to swallow, 
breathe or talk,” he says. “I probably have 
about another year’s work, and I’ll be dead 
in three years.”

Though following a course of treat-
ment that has been known to help some 
ALS patients, he doesn’t even pretend to 
be optimistic.

“I’ll just keep doing what I can do,” he 
says, recognizing that he is powerless over 
the progressing symptoms.

Despite fatigue and the physical limi-
tations he’s experiencing, Gey is still 
teaching, writing and even traveling for 
guest lectures.

The law school is providing adaptive 
technologies that have, at times, been a 
source of humor. The electric door opener 
to his office, he notes, seems to have a mind 
of its own—opening at the press of a but-
ton, but closing without warning. He’s also 
working with voice recognition software 
that, with patience, will extend his writing 
and electronic communication abilities.

Gey’s lack of self-pity allows him to look 
beyond the prognosis and see some posi-
tives. “The good thing about this disease is 
that I’ve heard from just about everybody 
I ever taught,” he says. As news about his 
health travels, he receives e-mails and cards. 
Although he hasn’t been able to reply to all 

“While he writes wonderfully well-received scholarly 
articles published in the best law reviews and journals in 
the country, he always finds time to meet with, mentor 
and work with the students,” says Jay LaVia. “And he 
chooses to do that.”
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correspondence, he appreciates it.
The return on Gey’s investment in 

students over the years has provided an-
other unexpected benefit. Recognizing 
his failing motor skills, students have been 
taking turns carrying his materials to class 
for him. “That’s how I know it’s time for 
class,” he says, “someone shows up at the 
door to carry my books.”

In the news
Although widely known and respected 

within law circles for years, Gey’s profile 
was elevated into the public arena during 
the election debacle of 2000, Bush v. Gore. 
As television reporters were scrambling to 
get expert opinions to fill air space, many 
news organizations ended up at the Florida 
State College of Law.

“Very few people had read the statutes 
and knew the general lay of the land of 
Florida’s election laws,” Gey explains. He 
guessed there were maybe five people in 
the state who were up-to-date on the topic, 
including him, which had set off a media 
feeding frenzy.

Standing outside of the dean’s office one 
day, Gey says an ABC news correspondent 
who heard him scheduling an interview 
with a competitor approached him. The 
man said, “If we put you on staff and paid 
you to do an exclusive, would you tell them 
(the competitor) no?” Gey said sure. The 
TV reporter dialed a number on his cell 
phone, talked to his boss, then handed the 
phone to the professor. 

“I had a five-minute job interview 
standing in the hall on the phone,”Gey 
says. He got the job.

For the next few months, Gey became a 
regular on ABC news as a legal advisor and 
consultant often appearing with the late 
Peter Jennings on World News Tonight.

Being thrust into the spotlight and ap-
pearing on TV screens worldwide would 
cause many to seek fame and fortune. Not 
Gey. To him, it was just another teaching 
moment. He turned the news event into 
an opportunity to launch a constitutional 
law laboratory in the backyard of the law 
school.

It was the ideal learning environment, 
he says. “The issue became integrated with 
the whole educational experience – the stu-
dents were at the vortex; we had the whole 
world’s attention on us at that point.”

Gey’s imprint
In spite of the grim prognosis for his 

health, Gey remains upbeat. His only 
regret, he says, is a future cut short.

“You know when you hit 50, you’ve 
finally got things figured out,” he says. “It’s 
a shame to lose that 15 years.”

Still, friends say the Florida State Col-
lege of Law will be forever touched by 
Gey’s legacy.

“He was part of a transition group 
when he got there (in 1985),” says LaVia. 
“You had all the old guard hired in the 
beginning, but Steve has sort of injected 
this youth. When I was in school, he wasn’t 

much older than us. So part of that legacy is 
injecting that youth into the law school.”

Hinkle agrees. “He’s been the leader 
of the new breed. I think what he’s done is 
elevate the school academically and intel-
lectually to the next level.”

Law School Dean Don Weidner says 
Gey has been and continues to be a “su-
perstar.”

“He’s as good as they get; he’s the total 
package.”

“He’s also a perpetual skeptic,” Weidner 
adds, with a slight smile, “and we love him 
for it.”  k

Although widely known and respected within law circles 
for years, Gey’s profile was elevated into the public arena 
during the election debacle of 2000, Bush v. Gore. 
As television reporters were scrambling to get expert 
opinions to fill air space, many news organizations ended 
up at the Florida State College of Law.
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he oldest son of parents who were 
part of what NBC newsman Tom 
Brokaw dubbed the “The Greatest 

Generation,” Bill Corry and his three 
brothers learned at an early age the value 
of hard work and a good education. 

His father, the late James Edmund 
Corry, a prominent contractor, developer 
and rancher in Gadsden County, put 
Bill and his three brothers to work on 
the family’s 1,200-acre ranch north of 
Quincy, where they raised Black Angus 
cattle, and at his construction sites during 
the summer months. 

The boys helped build, among other 
things, apartments, houses and a major 
sea wall in Bay County. They typically 
arrived at the construction sites before 
the  crew and stayed to continue working 
after the rest of the crew left. His mother, 
Margaret, whom everyone calls Betty, 
was a stay-at-home mom, volunteering 
at her sons’ schools, participating in Cub 
Scouts as their den mother, involving 
them in church activities, and helping 
her husband in the administrative side of 
his companies.

In gratitude to his parents for instilling 
in him such a strong work ethic and for 
paying for his high school, undergradu-
ate and law school education so he could 
concentrate on his studies, Corry has 
created the James Edmund and Margaret 
Elizabeth Hennessey Corry Professorship 
at the College of Law, where he proudly 
graduated with the class of 1973. 

“I attribute my success today as a law-
yer to my parents teaching us to buckle 
down and work hard—working in con-
struction throughout the summers and at 
the cattle ranch in Gadsden County after 
school and on weekends in the winters,” 
says Corry, who practices personal injury 
law at the Law Office of William W. 
Corry, P.A. in Tallahassee.

The professorship is to be used to re-

cruit or retain an exceptionally productive 
legal scholar. College of Law Dean Don 
Weidner appointed Curtis Bridgeman the 
James Edmund and Margaret Elizabeth 
Hennessey Corry Professor of Law. 

Bridgeman joined the law school in 
2004. He teaches Contracts, Commercial 
Law, Creditors’ Rights, Jurisprudence 
and Philosophy of Private Law. He was 
chosen Professor of the Year by first-year 
law students in each of his first two years 
of teaching at Florida State. He received 
his law degree and doctorate and master’s 

in philosophy from Vanderbilt University 
in Tennessee. 

“It is a tremendous honor for me to 
be associated with this generous gift,” 
Bridgeman said.  “Our alumni are 
fantastic partners in everything the law 
school does, and Mr. Corry is a great 
example.  The fact that he was able to 
honor his parents through his support of 
education makes the donation that much 
more special.”

BiLL coRRy endows PRofessoRshiP To 
honoR his PARenTs

T

in gratitude to his parents for instilling in him such a 
strong work ethic and for paying for his high school, 
undergraduate and law school education so he could 
concentrate on his studies, corry has created the 
James edmund and margaret elizabeth hennessey 
corry professorship at the college of law, where he 
proudly graduated with the class of ��73. 

Bill corry and curtis Bridgeman
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Two Giants Retire
More than 400 law school alumni 
and friends turned out March 30 at 
the Tallahassee home of Dean Don 
Weidner and his wife, Jiji, for a farewell 
reception for two of the law school’s 
favorite professors, Chuck Ehrhardt 
and John Yetter. 

chuck and wife 
Judy ehrhardt

1 2 3
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chuck ehrhardt, sandy d’alemberte and John yetter.

Bottom row (l to r)

�.  l to r – professors 
nat stern, tahirih lee 
and donna christie 
(singing along to 
telegram roast of 
chuck and John)

2.  l to r –associate 
dean stephanie 
williams (’��), Judge 
Judith hawkins (’��), 
and rep. loranne 
ausley

3. front to Back –   
John yetter and  
chuck ehrhardt 
(singing along to their 
telegram roast)

�. l to r – front: michael 
spellman (’��), Judy 
ehrhardt, John yetter, 
Bonnie lee woodbery; 
Back: chuck ehrhardt

�. l to r – martha olive-
hall (’��), Judge tim 
harley (’76), marsha 
orr, and Judge Judith 
hawkins (’��)

John yetter entertaining the 
crowd with some cool jazz 

dean don weidner, tom Brushwood (’7�),  
and alan Berg (’7�)

4 5
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Gov. Charlie Crist brought a lesson on the judicial appointment process 
to life when he made a surprise visit to the law school in February to appoint 
a College of Law graduate to an appellate judgeship.

L. Clayton “Clay”Roberts and FSU President Emeritus Talbot “Sandy” 
D’Alemberte, who co-teach a class on state constitutional law, were leading a 
discussion on judicial appointments when Crist and Lt. Gov. Jeff Kottkamp 
showed up to announce their administration’s first judicial appointment: 
Roberts. Roberts succeeds retired Judge Richard Ervin III on the First 
District Court of Appeal.

“It was wonderful that it happened in the law school that I went to and-
where I now teach,” said Roberts, who graduated in 1998 and is an adjunct 
professor. Roberts, 41, said he was stunned to see the classroom door open 
and his wife, Trelles, walk in with Crist, Kottkamp and other members of 
Crist’s team. “He said, ‘Hi, I’m Governor Crist, and I’m here to make your 
professor a judge.’”

Crist apparently had first gone to Roberts’ office in the Capitol, where 
Roberts served as executive deputy attorney general, but quickly decided to 
head to the law school to deliver the news upon learning that Roberts was 
teaching.

“Our students were really thrilled,” D’Alemberte said. “That Governor 
Crist would take his time to tell Clay in person is a great tribute to Clay and 
shows that the Governor and Lt. Governor Kottkamp are really comfortable 
here at FSU and that they really care about people. It also sends a signal 
that Crist cares a lot about judicial appointments, and not all governors do. 
He will pay attention to who he appoints to the judiciary.” Richard Alton, 
a third-year FSU law student, said the surprise appearance could not have 
been more on point given the day’s discussion of Article 5 of the Florida 
Constitution.

“The governor called him Judge Roberts and handed him a piece of 
paper,” Alton said. “We all just started clapping. This is one of the great 
things about going to law school at FSU—we have so much access to the 
government and the judicial branch. We have four courts within a three-
block radius of the law school.”

The judicial appointment may be the first for Crist, who took office 
on Jan. 2, but he did not have to look far to fill the appellate vacancy. As 
executive deputy attorney general, Roberts served under Crist, who was at-
torney general until he became governor. And like Roberts, both Crist and 
Kottkamp are FSU alumni.

 Roberts earned his FSU law degree after graduating from the U.S. 
Military Academy at West Point, N.Y. Before serving as executive deputy 
attorney general, Roberts was general counsel to the Florida Department of 
State and director of the state Division of Elections.

“I’m excited to be able to continue my public service and will work hard 
to uphold the confidence of the governor and my friends who have supported 
me,” Roberts said.

Governor Appoints  
Clay Roberts to  
Judicial Bench
B y  J i l l  e l i s h

the florida Bar foundation has awarded the law 
school’s children’s advocacy center two grants total-
ing $���,000 to carry on work on behalf of children in 
the areas of special education, health care, domestic 
violence and family law. 

the florida Bar foundation’s gift includes a $�20,000 
children’s legal services grant and a $2�,000 law school 
civil clinic grant. the foundation is the leader in the fund-
ing of legal assistance for poor children in florida.

“the children’s advocacy center is honored to be 
awarded this recent grant from the florida Bar founda-
tion,” said paolo annino, co-director of the cac with 
professor ruth stone. “it is through the vision and lead-
ership of the florida Bar foundation that foster children 
have a bed to sleep in tonight, that severely disabled 
children are receiving necessary medical services 
and that special-education students are obtaining the 
educational services they need.”

the center, which is divided into the children’s sec-
tion and the domestic violence/family law advocacy 
section, is home to one of the nation’s leading legal 
internship programs. its mission is to instill in law stu-
dents a sense of professional responsibility toward poor 
children and to create a pool of future lawyers trained 
and motivated to do pro bono work for children. in 200�, 
the clinical legal education association presented the 
center with its excellence in public interest award.

students are certified by the florida supreme court 
to practice law as interns and, under the supervision of 
a clinical professor, are responsible for all facets of their 
cases. their clients are referred by the refuge house, the 
tallahassee Bar association legal aid office and legal 
services of north florida. among their clients: children 
with disabilities, those involved in custody disputes and 
in foster care, and those denied proper medical care. 

“the students at the children’s advocacy center 
are committed to the ideals of the foundation in not only 
providing children legal protection but in providing an 
opportunity for children to flourish,” annino said. “this 
grant reflects the long hours and creative work of the 
dedicated second- and third-year law students at the 
children’s advocacy center who are committed to help-
ing poor children in our community.”

said dean don weidner: “in times that are very lean 
for law school clinics, florida state’s children’s advocacy 
center would not be attracting significant resources from 
a discerning source such as the florida Bar foundation 
unless they were doing a really great job.” 

Florida	Bar	Foundation	
Awards	CAC	$145,000	to	
Aid	Poor	Childrenno
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recognitions
alumnialumni class action

1969
tom lasalle has retired. he can be reached 
at P.o. Box 39821, Fort lauderdale, Fla. 
33308; Ph.: 954-942-1198; lasalle345@
aol.com.

terrence russell, a partner 
and litigation attorney with 
ruden McClosky, has been 
appointed to a six-year term 

on the Judicial Qualifications Commission. 
he can be reached at 200 e. Broward Blvd., 
Fort lauderdale, Fla. 33301; Ph.: 954-527-
6214.

1970
d. edison sessoms retired in January 2007 
after serving 36 years with the department 
of veterans affairs and the past 17 years 
as regional counsel for the states of North 
Carolina and virginia. he can be reached 
at 115 ridgebury Court, lewisville, N.C. 
27023; Ph.: 336-945-0899. 

george waas, special counsel in the of-
fice of the attorney general, appears in the 
current editions of Marquis who’s who in 
america (61st ed.) and who’s who in the 
world (27th ed.). he also has been ap-
pointed by the Florida Bar president to the 
inaugural state and Federal government 
and administrative Practice Certification 
Committee.  

1971
tom pelham has been appointed by gov. 
Charlie Crist secretary of the Florida de-
partment of Community affairs, the state 
agency with jurisdiction over, among other 
things, state land use policy.

J. michael huey has joined grayrobinson 
in tallahassee, where he focuses in the 
areas of administrative and regulatory 
law, construction, government, litigation, 
mediation, professional liability defense 
and taxation. he can be reached at 301 s. 
Bronough st., suite 600, tallahassee, Fla. 
32301; Ph.: 850-577-9090; e-mail: mhuey@
gray-robinson.com. 

1972
david fonvielle, partner with 
Fonvielle lewis Foote & 
Messer in tallahassee, has 
been recertified as an expert 

in Civil trial law by the Florida Bar. he also 
has been named to the board of directors of 
the united way of the Big Bend. 

J. wayne hogan was presented with the 
First annual Justice raymond ehrlich 
award by Florida Coastal school of law 
in april. the award honors an outstanding 
member of the legal community whose pro-
fessional and personal accomplishments 
exemplify Justice ehrlich’s distinguished 
career. 

1973
u.s. senator mel martinez was elected to 
head the republican National Committee, 
the party’s leading agenda-setting and 
fund-raising organization. 

1974
James w. anderson and Jeffrey h. sav-
lov (‘75) of the  the law office of savlov &  
anderson, P.a.  have opened a new office. 
the firm specializes in eminent domain law. 
they can be reached at 109 w. Fourth ave., 
tallahassee, Fla. 32303; Ph.: 850-222-3886, 
web site http://www.flaeminentdomain.
com.

stann w. givens has been 
recognized in the 2007 edition 
of the Best lawyers in amer-
ica. he is a frequent author 

and lecturer in the field of marital law. 

douglas leon grose’s firm has moved. he 
now can be reached at 9700 dr. Martin lu-
ther King Jr. st. N., suite 400, st. Peters-
burg, Fla. 33702; Ph.: 727-579-8427; e-mail: 
firm@douglaslgrosepa.com. 

floyd l. matthews Jr. has 
formed a personal injury law 
firm in Jacksonville, Fla. Mat-
thews & guild focuses on 

complex civil litigation involving cata-
strophic injuries, wrongful death and dis-
putes. the firm also handles appellate work 
in state and federal courts. he can be 
reached at Ph.: 904-384-0505; e-mail: fmat-
thews@matthewsquild.com. 

george e. tragos again has been selected 
for inclusion in the Best lawyers in amer-
ica in the areas of white Collar Criminal 
defense and Non-white Collar Criminal 
defense. he is the only lawyer in Pinellas 
County to be so honored. 

1975
thomas m. Burke has retired from hol-
land & Knight in orlando after 31 years as a 
product-liability defense lawyer.

Jeffrey h. savlov and James w. anderson, 
(‘74) of the  the law office of savlov &  
anderson, P.a.  have opened a new office. 
the firm specializes in eminent domain law. 
they can be reached at 109 w. Fourth ave., 
tallahassee, Fla. 32303; Ph.: 850-222-3886, 
web site http://www.flaeminentdomain.
com.
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pat gleason has been appointed director 
of cabinet affairs and special counsel for 
open government in the Florida governor’s 
office. 

lonnie groot has become the city of Palm 
Coast’s first in-house attorney. he can be 
reached at 2 Commerce Blvd., Palm Coast, 
Fla. 32164; Ph.: 386-986-3702. 

Judge terry p. lewis of the second Judi-
cial Circuit is president-elect of the william 
h. stafford inn of Court. 

thomas l. powell was honored in april 
with the 2007 ervin equal Justice award 
by the Capital City Bar Presidents’ Council, 
legal services of North Florida, and the 
tallahassee Bar association. he and his 
wife Jeannie Becker-Powell have three 
children, shea, Chase and Brandea, and 
are the proud grandparents of ashley, 3; 
georgia, 2 months; ryleigh, 2; and luke, 2 
months. he practices criminal law and fam-
ily law in tallahassee and can be reached 
at 809 N. Calhoun st., tallahassee, Fla. 
32303; Ph.: 850-224-1452; e-mail: tpow-
elpa@earthlink.net. 

1977
John newton has been appointed general 
counsel for Florida’s agency for Persons 
with disabilities. 

1979
miranda franks fitzgerald served as a 
panel member for a graduate-level course 
on real estate development at rollins Col-
lege in winter Park, Fla. 

melanie ann hines, an attorney at Berger 
singerman, has been appointed to the su-
preme Court of Florida’s Judicial Manage-
ment Council. 

terry e. lewis has been listed in the 2007 
edition of the Best lawyers in america. 

anne longman has been listed in the 2007 
edition of the Best lawyers in america. 

david wilcox has been elect-
ed to the board of directors 
for Manatee glens. he is a 
member of the board’s fi-

nance committee and the ad hoc nominat-
ing commit tee. he practices law in 
Bradenton. 

1980
michael rome has moved his firm, rome 
& Koplan to 707 whitlock ave., suite e-15, 
Marietta, ga. 30064. he now practices 
community association law. the firm’s web 
site is: www.hoa-attorneys.com.

1981
dean leBoeuf, managing 
partner at Brooks, leBoeuf, 
Bennett, Foster & gwartney, 
was named to the “Florida le-

gal elite” list by Florida trend magazine and 
a “Florida super lawyer” by law and Poli-
tics magazine. 

harry “chip” morrison Jr., general coun-
sel for the Florida league of Cities, re-
cently celebrated 25 years of service to 
the league. 

1982
henri c. cawthon has opened the law 
offices of henri Cawthon. he previously 
worked for Child welfare legal services di-
vision, state of Florida. he can be reached 
at 110 s.e. 1st st., Fourth Floor, gainesville, 
Fla. 32601; Ph.: 352-374-0668

carrie hightman was named chair of the 
illinois Board of higher education. she 
also is vice chair of the communications 

committee for the Florida Public service 
Commission and vice chair of the commu-
nications and transportation law section 
of the american Bar association. she is 
a board member of the lyric opera of Chi-
cago and vice chair of the abraham lincoln 
Presidential library Foundation and the 
Chicago urban league. 

christiana t. moore has joined the general 
Counsel office of legislative services, 
the Florida legislature. she can be 
reached at 111 w. Madison st., suite 874,  
tallahassee, Fla. 32399; Ph.: 850-487-
8343. 

Kent putnam and paula walborsky, ’82 
classmates, surrounded by friends and 
family, were married at their home, wit’s 
end, on June 3, 2006.  after a honeymoon 
in alaska and trips to Boston and the iowa 
state Fair, they returned to tallahassee 
where Kent is chief career attorney at the 
First district Court of appeal and Paula is in 
private practice.

1983
sandy feinzig is working in Cambodia for 
uNiCeF. she can be reached at sandy-
feinzig@yahoo.com. 

william e. Johnson has been 
named to the american Board 
of trial advocates. 

p. scott mitchell and partners have formed 
the law firm of Fuller Mitchell hood & ste-
phens in tallahassee. he can be reached 
at 526 e. Park ave., suite 200, tallahassee, 
Fla. 32301; Ph.: 222-0770; e-mail: smitch-
ell@fmhslaw.com.

tom scarritt was voted a 
Florida super lawyer by his 
colleagues, based on peer 
recognition and professional 

achievement. he can be reached at 1509 
w. swann ave., suite 280, tampa, Fla. 

we need your help Please take a moment to log in to the Florida state university College of law 
alumni directory web site, www.law.fsu.edu/alumni/directory, and update your 
personal information. this is a great reference tool for classmates to get in 
touch with one another, to network and to refer business to fellow alumni.
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33606; Ph.: 813-258-2300, ext. 105; e-mail: 
tps@scarrittlaw.com.

1984
patrick g. “rick” emmanuel Jr. has been 
appointed director of emmanuel sheppard 
& Condon law firm, where he specializes 
in business, corporate and banking law, 
contract and commercial law and com-
mercial real estate transactions. he can 
be reached at 4181 Menendez drive, Pen-
sacola, Fla. 32503; e-mail: pgemmanuel@
esclaw.com.

r. steven lewis has been listed in the 2007 
edition of the Best lawyers in america. 

gregory s. parker of the Parker law Firm, 
is a member of the Florida Bar Board of 
governors, representing the 3rd Judicial 
Circuit. he can be reached at 315 w. green 
st., Perry, Fla. 32348; Ph.: 850-223-1990; e-
mail: gsparker@gp-attorney.com. 

1985
samuel p. King, a partner with 
the law firm dellecker, wil-
son, King, McKenna & ruffier, 
served as a faculty presenter 

at the law education institute’s 2007 Na-
tional Continuing legal education Confer-
ence held January 5-10 in snowmass, Colo. 
his presentation was titled “inner work-
ings of the insurance industry: a legal up-
date.”

martha olive-hall was named 2007 talla-
hassee volunteer of the year in the arts. 
she revamped the tallahassee Ballet’s 
marketing strategy and as a result, the 
organization’s budget nearly doubled. 

mary K. simpson (‘85) and thomas J. guil-
day (‘72) announce a firm name change to 
guilday, tucker, schwartz & simpson. they 
can be reached at 1983 Centre Pointe Blvd., 
suite 200, tallahassee, Fla. 32308; Ph.: 850-
224-7091. 

linda spaulding white has 
joined the Fort lauderdale of-
fice of Broad and Cassel as of 
Counsel, where she focuses 

on general business transaction and litiga-
tion work. 

1987
m.B. adelson iv has joined sachs sax 
Klein’s tallahassee office as a senior coun-
sel in government relations, administrative 
law and land use practice groups. he can 
be reached at 200 w. College ave., suite 
216, tallahassee, Fla. 32301; Ph.: 850-412-
0306. 

m. Kristen allman has been 
named managing shareholder 
for the tampa office of ogle-
tree, deakins, Nash, smoak & 

stewart in tampa, where she practices 
employment and labor law. 

anne-marie l. Bowen was 
elected president of the Cen-
tral Florida Bankruptcy law 
association. she practices 

consumer debt law at her law firm in or-
lando. she can be reached at 1516 e. hill-
crest st., suite 103, orlando, Fla. 32803; 
Ph.: 407-228-1300; e-mail: ambowen@
bowenbankruptcylaw.com. 

amelia “mel” rea maguire has been 
elected to the board of internetBar.org, 
the world’s first online bar association. she 
specializes in corporate, finance, govern-
ment and regulatory matters and business 
transactions. 

Kent d. schenkel has joined the faculty of 
the New england school of law as an as-
sociate professor. he teaches estate Plan-
ning and wills, estates and trusts. he can 
be reached at 154 stuart st., Boston, Mass. 
02116; Ph.: 617-451-0010; e-mail: kschen-
del@faculty.nesl.edu.

gina smith has become a partner at Butler 
Pappas weihmuller Katz Craig in the firm’s 
tallahassee office.

1988
Bruce garrett duncan is the president of 
Family dynamics inc. he can be reached 
at 1300 Citizens Blvd., suite 300, leesburg, 
Fla. 34748; Ph.: 352-314-3340; e-mail: bdun-
can@greggentine.com. 

gordon palmer served on the Florida dis-
abled-diversity lawyers initiative Com-
mittee, sponsored by the Florida Bar and 
the equal opportunities law section. he 
also spoke at the the Florida Bar annual 
Convention. he is a senior attorney at the 
Florida unemployment appeals Commis-
sion, 2740 Centerview drive, tallahassee, 
Fla. 32399; Ph.: 850-487-2685, ext. 138. 

1989
miguel m. de la o, managing partner of de 
la o, Marko, Magolnick & leyton in Miami, 
was promoted to chairman of the Florida 
Board of Bar examiners and will serve 
through october 2007. 

 walter e. forehand, senior 
attorney at lewis, longman 
& walker, has been selected 
for the second Judicial Cir-

cuit’s Pro Bono service award. 

david Joel marsh has joined the trial law-
yers section of heath & rasky. he can be 
reached at 261 Pinewood drive, tallahas-
see, Fla. 32303; Ph.: 850-386-2500.; e-mail: 
djm@heathrasky.com. 

eric martuza, has joined the 
Chicago-based Meckler Bulg-
er and tilson as a partner in 
the firm’s insurance practice. 

he can be reached at 123 N. wacker drive, 
suite 1800, Chicago, ill. 60606; Ph.: 312-
474-7900.

1990
robert c. downie ii is a shareholder at 
Carlton Fields. he can be reached at 215 
s. Monroe st., suite 500, tallahassee, Fla. 
32301; Ph.: 850-224-1585; e-mail: rdown-
ie@CarltonFields.com. 
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John foote, a partner with 
Fonvielle lewis Foote & 
Messer, has been recertified 
as an expert in Civil trial law 

by the Florida Bar. 

laura louise glenn has joined the firm of 
lutz, Bobo, telfair, eastman & lee, where 
she practices real property probate and 
trust law. she can be reached at 2155 delta 
Blvd., suite 210 B, tallahassee, Fla. 32303. 

rafael e. gonzalez Jr. has been awarded 
the u.s. President’s volunteer service 
award. he also was a finalist for the 2007 
tampa Bay Business Journal Minor-
ity Business Person of the year award 
and was named entrepreneur of the year 
(2006) by the tampa Bay hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce. he can be reached at the 
law offices of rafael gonzalez, 16765 Fish 
hawk Blvd., No. 362, lithia, Fla. 33547; Ph.: 
813-425-2549; e-mail: rgonz@tampabay.
rr.com. 

christopher m. Kise has been appointed 
Counselor to Florida governor Charlie 
Crist. he can be reached at office of the 
governor, the Capitol Pl05, tallahassee, 
Fla. 32399; Ph.: 850-488-4441. 

robin J. scher has joined shapiro, Blasi, 
wasserman & gora, where she practices 
family law. she can be reached at 7777 
glades road, suite 400, Boca raton, Fla. 
33434; Ph.: 561-477-7800; e-mail: rjscher@
sbwlawfirm.com. 

1991
david w. adams has joined 
the firm of sponsler, Bennett, 
Jacobs & adams, P.a. in tam-
pa. 

Katherine “Kathy” castor, a democrat 
from hillsborough County, Fla., was elected 
to the u.s. house of representatives, 11th 
district. she was sworn in as a member of 
the 110th Congress on January 3. 

scott e. gwartney, a partner 
with the law firm of Brooks, 
leBoeuf, Bennett, Foster & 
gwartney, is listed as a “su-

per lawyer” by law and Politics maga-
zine. 

erik Korzilius was a volunteer dealer at a 
fall fundraiser for the Big Brothers Big sis-
ters of the sun Coast denim and diamonds 
event.

andrew l. mcintosh was appointed to 
serve as the honorary consul for Canada 
in Florida to support and facilitate Cana-
da-Florida trade and investment. he is a 
partner in dla Piper us, llP. he can be 
reached at 101 e. Kennedy Blvd., suite 
2000, tampa, Fla. 33602; Ph.: 813-222-5914; 
e-mail: andrew.mcintosh@dlapiper.com.

michael J. minerva has been promoted to 
vice president, legal, for u.s. airways. he 
has been with the airline for 12 years. 

l. clayton roberts has been appointed a 
judge on the First district Court of appeal 
in tallahassee. 

michael p. spellman, of Coppins Monroe 
adkins dincman and spellman, was elect-
ed president of the william h. stafford inn 
of Court. 

sally still has joined the Boca 
raton office of Buckingham, 
doolit tle & Burroughs as a 
partner. she focuses on em-

ployment and labor-related litigation. she 
can be reached at 5355 town Center road, 
suite 900, Boca raton, Fla. 33481; Ph.: 561-
999-3084; e-mail: sstill@bdblaw.com. 

electra theodorides-Bustle has been ap-
pointed by governor Charlie Crist to the 
position of executive director of the state 
of Florida department of highway safety 
and Motor vehicles. she can be reached 
at 2900 apalachee Pkwy., tallahassee, 
Fla. 32399. 

1992
dawn caloca-Johnson was named 2007 
tallahassee volunteer of the year in the 
category of Non-Profit organization. she 
represents the legal aid guardian Pro-
gram. 

yeline goin is co-executive directors of 
the Community association leadership 
lobby. 

mark Kaplan has joined the Mosaic Com-
pany as vice president for planning and 
government affairs for Mosaic Fertilizer, 
llC. he can be reached at westcott sta-
tion, suite 306, 150 s. Monroe st., tallahas-
see, Fla. 32301; Ph.: 850-205-3187; e-mail, 
mark.kaplan@mosaicco.com.

John p. murray was elected president of 
the dade County Bar association. he can 
be reached at dade County Bar associa-
tion, 123 N.w. First ave., suite 214, Miami, 
Fla. 33128. 

leslie gayle street has joined the 
Nemours Foundation. she can be reached 
at 4600 touchton road e., suite 500, Jack-
sonville, Fla. 32246; Ph.: 904-232-4261; e-
mail: lstreet@nemours.org.

1993
Jason e. ashford was appointed chief as-
sistant district attorney for houston Coun-
ty, ga. he can be reached at 201 N. Perry 
Pkwy., Perry, ga. 31069; Ph.: 478-218-4810; 
e-mail: ashford@houstonda.org.

william K. Bryant has been elected a part-
ner at Baker hostetler, where he is a mem-
ber of the orlando office’s Business group. 
he concentrates his practice on corporate 
and real estate matters. 

ronald w. flury has been elected a leon 
County judge (seat 3). 

steven grigas has joined akerman senter-
fitt’s litigation and policy groups, where he 
will focus on government lobbying, health 
care consulting, administration and regu-
latory law. he can be reached at 106 e. 
College ave., tallahassee, Fla. 32301; Ph.: 
850-224-9634. 

fred Karlinsky, a shareholder 
at Colodny, Fass, talenfeld, 
Karlinksy & abate in Fort lau-
derdale, was recognized in 

the south Florida legal guide in the gov-
ernmental affairs and insurance areas of 
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law. he also spoke at the u.s. and u.K. 
Property and Casualty insurance school in 
Cambridge, england.

derrick penney has joined the firm of hall 
Jaffe & Clayton. he can be reached at 7455 
w. washington ave., suite 460, las vegas, 
Nev., 89128; Ph.: 702-316-4111; e-mail: 
dpenney@lawhjc.com. 

mindy “sooni” raymaker has joined the 
law firm of Blank & Meenan. she can be 
reached at 204 s. Monroe st., tallahas-
see, Fla. 32301; Ph.: 850-681-6710; e-mail: 
sooni@blanklaw.com. 

Kenneth e. spahn has been 
named president of restau-
rant Placement group, an ex-
clusive recrui tment and 

placement firm for restaurants. Based in 
Boca raton, Fla., restaurant Placement 
group recruits and places chefs, manag-

ers, and other professionals in the restau-
rant, hospitality, and food service industry. 
in addition, he is a renowned food and res-
taurant writer, and was recently featured 
on a tv newscast and in several newspa-
per articles. he can be reached at Ph.: 561-
3 6 8 - 0 0 0 3 ,  ex t .  17 ;  e - mai l :  ken @
restaurantplacement.com. 

1994
 Jean-Jacques a. darius has 
been promoted to the rank of 
captain in the u.s. Navy re-
serve. he can be reached at 

the law office of J. Jacques a. darius, 
7211 N. dale Mabry hwy., suite 228, tampa, 
Fla. 33614; tel 813-930-2222.

matthew foster, a partner in the law firm 
of Brooks, leBoeuf, Bennett, Foster and 
gwartney, has attained a rating of “av,” 
through Martindale-hubbell. 

gloria gonzalez-meyer was elected a 
judge for the dade County Court. she can 
be reached at 305-252-5848; e-mail: ggon-
zalezmeyer@jud11.flcourts.org 

Brian a. iten was named a felony division 
chief at the state attorney’s office, 12th 
Judicial Circuit. he can be reached at 1112 
Manatee ave. w., Bradenton, Fla. 34205; 
Ph.: 941-747-3077; e-mail: brian.iten@
co.manatee.fl.us. 

1995
wendy Brewer was elected chair of the 
Commercial & Bankruptcy law section of 
the indianapolis Bar association. she also 
has earned national certification in busi-
ness bankruptcy law. a partner in Barnes 
& thornburg llP’s indianapolis office, she 
is a member of the firm’s Finance, insol-
vency and restructuring department and 
the Financial institutions Practice group. 

From all surveys, the most avidly read sec-

tion of the Fsu law magazine is “Class action.” 

the law school’s more than 7,000 alumni want 

to know what their classmates have been do-

ing—awards they have received, high-profile 

cases they have won, law firms or cities they 

have moved to, pro bono activities they have 

undertaken and more. Just as important: did you 

get married? have a baby? write a novel? run a 

marathon? Perform as a lead singer in a band? 

if you have anything that you would like to 

include in Class action, please send your name, 

class year, phone number, e-mail address, and 

information to aluminfo@law.fsu.edu or mail this 

form to:

the Florida state university College of law

office of development and alumni affairs, 

tallahassee, Fl 32306-1601

NaMe:      Class year:  

hoMe address: 

City:     state:   ZiP: 

hoMe PhoNe:    hoMe Fax: 

JoB title: 

tyPe oF BusiNess: 

eMPloyer/FirM: 

PraCtiCe area: 

BusiNess address: 

City:     state:  ZiP:

BusiNess PhoNe:   BusiNess Fax:

e-Mail address

iNForMatioN For “Class aCtioN”:

Send Us Your News
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she can be reached at Ph.: 317-231-7714; 
e-mail: wendy.brewer@Btlaw.com.

edward m. Koch has been ad-
mitted to partnership in the 
firm of white and williams, 
where he is a member of the 

litigation department. his practice con-
sists primarily of appellate practice and 
consultation in state and federal courts in 
the areas of products liability, medical mal-
practice, class actions, insurance cover-
age, construction accidents, commercial 
business disputes, environmental liability, 
and erisa.

daryl parks was appointed by gov. Char-
lie Crist to the board of trustees of Florida 
a&M university. he is a partner in the tal-
lahassee law firm of Parks & Crump, llC. 
he also serves on the board of the Florida 
a&M university Foundation and the uni-
versity’s Boosters. 

meredith trammel roop has been elected 
president of the tallahassee Bar associa-
tion. she also was named attorney speaker 
of the Month by the Florida Bar associa-
tion’s statewide speakers’ Bureau and re-
ceived an effective City leader award. 

sylvia w. smith was named 
director of legal and advo-
cacy services at the advo-
cacy Center for Persons with 

disabilities inc. she can be reached at 2671 
executive Center Circle w., suite 100, tal-
lahassee, Fl 32301; 850-488-9071, ext. 208; 
e-mail, sylvias@advocacycenter.org.

sharon c. tiffany is an adjunct professor 
at the university of North dakota school 
of law, where she teaches insurance law. 
she can be reached at Ph.: 305-439-5567; 
e-mail: sharon_tiffany@yahoo.com. 

1996
eric s. adams was  re-appointed to the 
board of directors of Bay area legal ser-
vices. he is a partner in shutts & Bowen’s 
tampa office, where he practices in the 
areas of real estate and eminent domain 
litigation, as well as copyright litigation, 
insurance litigation, and business tort liti-

gation, including the enforcement and de-
fense of non-competition agreements. 

Keith r. Kyle has been elected a Circuit 
Court Judge in the 20th Judicial Circuit.  

laudelina mcdonald is now an assistant 
statewide prosecutor in the Miami office 
of statewide Prosecution. she can be 
reached at 444 Brickell ave., suite 650, Mi-
ami, Fla. 33131; Ph.: 305-377-5850. 

paul r. pearcy is a partner at adorno & 
yoss and a member of the litigation de-
partment. he can be reached at 2525 
Ponce de leon Blvd., suite 400, Coral ga-
bles, Fla. 33134; Ph.: 305-460-1000; e-mail: 
PPearcy@adorno.com.

Julie m. zola has joined Zais group. she 
can be reached at 2 Bridge ave. the gal-
leria Building three, red Bank, N.J. 07702; 
Ph.: 732-530-3610. 

1997
ellen avery-smith has joined rogers tow-
ers as a partner. she can be reached at 
170 Malaga st., suite a, st. augustine, Fla. 
32084; Ph.: 904-825-1615; e-mail: eavery-
smith@rtlaw.com. 

mitzi l. Brown is senior corporate counsel 
for Blockbuster inc. she can be reached at 
1201 elm st., dallas, texas 75270; Ph.: 214-
854-3630. 

william h. hollimon has joined the firm of 
Pennington, Moore, wilkinson, Bell & dun-
bar. he can be reached at 215 s. Monroe 
street, 2nd Floor, tallahassee, Fl 32301; 
Ph.: 850-222-3533; e-mail: bhollimon@pen-
ningtonlaw.com.

richard f. woodford Jr. has 
been elected to the board of 
regents of the association of 
Certified Fraud examiners. 

he is the executive assistant to the assis-
tant inspector general for audit at the u.s. 
department of labor. he can be reached at 
richard.woodford@juno.com. 

1998
george B. abney has joined the firm of 
Chamberlain hrdicka as an associate and 
focuses in the area of tax planning and 
controversy. he can be reached at 191 
Peachtree st. N.e., atlanta, ga. 30303; 
Ph.: 404-659-1410; e-mail: george.abney@
chamberlainlaw.com. 

chanta combs was named policy direc-
tor for Florida governor Charlie Crist. she 
served as his campaign and transition team 
policy director. she can be reached at 1601 
the Capitol, tallahassee, Fla. 32399; Ph.: 
850-488-7810; e-mail: combsc@eog.state.
fl.us.

carolyn a. egan has become a partner 
with the firm of Johnson, anselmo, Mur-
doch, Burke, Piper & Mcduff. she can be 
reached at 2455 e. sunrise Blvd., suite 
1000, Fort lauderdale, Fla. 33304; Ph.: 954-
463-0100. 

lisa m. hurley has joined Matthew willard 
(’98) to form a new law firm, willard hurley, 
in tallahassee. the firm handles criminal 
law, landlord-tenant disputes and other 
small claims cases. the firm is located at 
517 e. College ave. she can be reached at 
P.o. Box 10007, tallahassee, Fla. 32302; Ph.: 
850-224-2001. 

cindy mcneely and sarah lindquist’s ar-
ticle “dangerous dog laws:  Failing to give 
Man’s Best Friend a Fair shake at Justice” 
appears in the 2007 volume i Journal of 
animal law.  Cindy teaches animal law as 
an adjunct professor at the Florida state 
College of law and is with the First district 
Court of appeal in tallahassee. 

steve millsap has joined Polymer group., 
inc., in Charlotte, N.C., as assistant general 
counsel.  he can be reached at 9335 har-
ris Corners Pkwy., suite 300, Charlotte, 
N.C. 28269; Ph.: 704-697-5176; e-mail: mill-
saps@pginw.com.

michael r. reiter received the 2007 Florida 
Bar President’s Pro Bono service award 
for the 14th Judicial Circuit. he practices 
consumer law at this own law firm. he can 
be reached at Ph.: 850-277-0777; e-mail: 
mikelaw32444@yahoo.com. 
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todd p. resavage has joined the law firm of 
Brooks, leBoeuf, Bennett, Foster & gwart-
ney as an associate. he handles personal 
injury and criminal defense cases. 

scott smith was elected to serve a two-
year term on the board of directors of the 
Palm Beach County Justice association. 
he also spoke at the 2007 Florida Justice 
association workhorse seminar. his topic 
was titled “redirect of Plaintiff’s econo-
mist at trial.” he lives in Palm Beach gar-
dens with his wife and two children. he 
can be reached at lytal, reiter, Clark, Fon-
tain & williams, llP, 515 N. Flagler drive, 
10th Floor, west Palm Beach, Fla. 33401; 
Ph.: 561-820-2223; e-mail: ssmith@palm-
beachlaw.com. 

Joseph J. ward has relocated with his wife 
and two sons to Brooksville, Fla., where he 
is assistant general counsel at the south-
west Florida water Management district. 
he can be reached at 2379 Broad st., 
Brooksville, Fla. 34601; Ph.: 352-796-7211. 

matthew r. willard’s tallahassee law firm 
has expanded services, moved into a new 
office at 517 e. College ave., and changed 
its name. with the addition of lisa M. hur-
ley (’98), the firm now is willard hurley. the 
firm handles criminal law, landlord-tenant 
disputes and other small claims cases. he 
can be reached at P.o. Box 10007, tallahas-
see, Fla. 32302; Ph.: 850-224-2001.

1999
Jason Brady has been elected a partner at 
the national law firm of Baker & hostetler, 
where he is a member of the Business 
group and concentrates his practice in 
mergers and acquisitions. he is in the or-
lando office. 

John Kiel Jr. has been promoted to the 
rank of major in the u.s. army. he is an 
assistant professor in the law depart-
ment at the u.s. Military academy at west 
Point. he can be reached at 3075B wayne 
Place, west Point, N.y. 10996; Ph.: 845-
938-4542; e-mail: john.kiel@usma.edu 

sandra m. upegui has been elected a part-
ner in the Miami firm of shutts & Bowen 
llP, where she is a member of the inter-
national arbitration and litigation Practice 
group and practices in the areas of com-
plex commercial litigation, international 
litigation, insurance and appellate law. 

2000
edward t. Bauer has been 
named partner in the law firm 
of Brooks, leBoeuf, Bennett, 
Foster & gwartney, where he 

focuses on criminal defense. 

Brandice d. dickson has become an asso-
ciate with Pennington, Moore, wilkinson, 
Bell & dunbar, where she is a member of 
its litigation section. 

gregory Jackson has been made a partner 
at the firm, Bobo, Ciotoli, Bocchino, New-
man & Corsini. he can be reached at 315 e 
robinson st., suite 510, orlando, Fla. 32801; 
407- 849-1060; jackson@bobolaw.com.

christina m. rexroat o’Brien is with the 
o’Brien law Firm and can be reached at 
1617 hendry st., suite 314, Fort Myers, Fla. 
33901; Ph.: 239-332-8050; e-mail: Christy@
obrien-law.com. 

danielle tharpe has joined gus vincent 
soto to form the law firm of soto & tharpe 
in tallahassee. she can be reached at 1284 
timberlane road, tallahassee, Fla. 32312; 
Ph.: 850-893-7252; e-mail: dtharpe@gvso-
topa.com.

francisco touron iii has joined areda 
Construction inc., where he practices 
construction litigation. he can be reached 
at 5735 N.w. 151st st., Miami lakes, Fla. 
33014. 

2001
angela m. price serves as a lawyer for 
vice President dick Cheney. she can be 
reached at Ph.: 703-413-6435; e-mail: 
apricelaw@aol.com. 

 James r. spears is practicing insurance 
defense and workers’ compensation law 
at Broussard, Cullen, degailler & eagan in 
orlando. he can be reached at 445 w. Co-
lonial drive, orlando, Fla. 32804; Ph.: 407-
649-8717; e-mail: Jamess@BCdorlando,.
com.

deborah B. stern has joined the firm of 
sandler, travis & rosenberg in Miami. she 
can be reached at 5200 Blue lagoon drive, 
suite 600, Miami, Fla. 33126; Ph.: 305-267-
9200; e-mail: deb_stern@yahoo.com. 

2002
Jason Kellogg and his wife Cassandra (‘04)  
are expecting their first child in June 2007. 
he is with the firm of hogan & hartson, and 
can be reached at 1111 Brickell ave., suite 
1900, Miami, Fla. 33131; Ph.: 305459-6659; 
e-mail: jkellogg@hhlaw.com. 

amy schrader has joined the law firm of 
grayrobinson in tallahassee.

melissa s. zelniker has joined the law of-
fices of shlomi Presser. she can be reached 
at 200 southeast sixth st., suite 602, Fort 
lauderdale, Fla. 33301; Ph.: 954-764-1080. 

2003
r. edward dupree has opened dupree 
law office in houston, texas. he can be 
reached at 20333 state hwy. 249, suite 
200-103, houston, texas 77070; Ph.: 832-
220-8108.

danielle J. Kelley practices civil law in 
tallahassee. she can be reached at 553 
e. tennessee st., tallahassee, Fla. 32308; 
Ph.: 850-681-7777; e-mail: danielle@don-
pumphrey.com. 

Jennifer Beth levine has married and her 
new name is Jennifer levine gross. she 
is with higer lichter & givner, and can be 
reached at 2999 N.e. 191st st., suite 700,
aventura, Fla. 33180; Ph.: 305 933-9970; e-
mail: jgross@hlglawyers.com.



f
s

u
 l

a
w

 ■
 S

P
R

IN
G

 2
0

0
7

2�2�2�

noelle m. melanson has ac-
cepted a position as senior 
corporate counsel with Cay 
Clubs int ’ l . she can be 

reached at Cay Clubs int’l, llC, 12800 uni-
versity drive, suite 260, Fort Myers, Fla.   
33907; Ph.: 239-333-2242 ext. 225; e-mail, 
NoelleMelanson@cayclubs.com.

tracy n. webster has joined the firm of 
adorno & yoss. she can be reached at 888 
southeast third ave., suite 500, Fort lau-
derdale, Fla. 33316; Ph.: 954-523-5885; e-
mail: twebster@FlPalaw.com. 

Jennifer starace westermann has re-
cently married. her new name is Jennifer 
J. Nieves, and she is a legal placement 
consultant with ajilon legal. she can be 
reached at 227 w. trade st., suite 950, 
Charlotte, N.C. 28202; Ph.: 704-972-0530; 
e-mail: Jennifer.nieves@ajilonlegal.com. 

2004
mark Bonfanti and Jason vail 
(’05) from the management 
labor & employment law firm 
of allen, Norton & Blue, P.a. 

were published in the winter 2007 Conflict 
Management, volume 11, issue 1, a publi-
cation of the american Bar association, 
section litigation.  

elizabeth chamblee Burch has joined the 
faculty of samford university Cumberland 
school of law as an assistant professor. 
she can be reached at 800 lakeshore dr., 
Birmingham, ala. 35229; Ph.: 205-726-2417; 
e-mail: ecburch@samford.edu. 

J. celeste s. Burns has joined gulday, 
tucker, schwartz & simpson. she can be 
reached at 1983 Centre Pointe Blvd., suite 
200, tallahassee, Fla. 32308; Ph.: 850-224-
7091; e-mail: celeste@guildaylaw.com.

min cho, an associate in the 
tampa of f ice of Carl ton 
Fields, was 2007’s overall 
winner of the tampa Bay 

Business Journal’s Minority Businessper-
son of the year. he also was the winner in 
the young Minority Businessperson cate-
gory.

lisa livezey comingore has joined the of-
fice of insurance regulation as an assistant 
general counsel. she can be reached at 200 
e. gaines st., tallahassee, Fla. 32399; Ph: 
850-413-4175; e-mail: lisa.comingore@
fldfs.com. 

daniel t. pascale has joined the adminis-
trative law team of Berger singerman in 
Miami. he can be reached at 200 s. Bis-
cayne Blvd., suite 1000, Miami, Fla. 33131; 
Ph.: 305-755-9500. 

tara rosenblum heads the tax Project for 
legal services of North Florida. she can 
be reached at 219 delta Blvd., tallahassee, 
Fla. 32308. 

william sansone is a law clerk for the 
honorable Charles r. wilson, who sits on 
the united states Court of appeals for the 
eleventh Circuit in tampa. 

lauren r. tabas is now practicing in the 
field of mortgage foreclosures as an asso-
ciate at the firm of shapiro and Kreisman in 
Pennsylvania. she can be reached at 3600 
horizon drive, suite 150, King of Prussia, 
Pa. 19406; Ph.: 610-278-6800, ext. 228; e-
mail: ltabas@logs.com.

Jeanine womble has returned from a 
six-month tour of duty as a Navy Jag in-
dividual augmentee in Kabul, afghanistan.  
she served as a mentor to the afghan Na-
tional army’s Judge advocate general, his 
headquarters staff, and all of the military 
judges, prosecutors and defense counsels 
in afghanistan.  she can be reached by e-
mail: bairaeday@yahoo.com. 

2005
Joanna Bonfanti has moved to the Flor-
ida Chamber of Commerce. she can be 
reached at 136 s. Bronough st., tallahas-
see, Fla. 32301; Ph.: 850-521-1200; e-mail: 
jbonfanti@flchamber.com. 

leslie d. porter gaines has joined the 
firm of hill & Ponton, where she focuses 
on social security. she can be reached 
at 605 e. robinson st., suite 250, orlando, 
Fla. 32801; Ph.: 407-422-4665; e-mail: les-
liedionnegaines@yahoo.com. 

James s. gentry has joined 
grayrobinson as an associ-
ate in the firm’s orlando of-
fice. he is a civil trial lawyer 

and focuses his practice in medical mal-
practice defense, insurance defense litiga-
tion and health care law. 

christopher mark hamilton has joined 
Baker & hostetler as an associate in the 
firm’s orlando office. he can be reached 
at 200 s. orange ave., suite 2300, orlando, 
Fla. 32801; Ph.: 407-540-7919. 

matthew z. leopold has joined the envi-
ronmental and Natural resources division 
of the u.s. department of Justice. he can 
be reached at 950 Pennsylvania ave. N.w., 
room 2616, washington, d.C. 20530; Ph.: 
202-514-9050; e-mail: Matt.leopold@us-
doj.gov.

rasha g. lutfi has joined the law office 
of david goren, where she practices im-
migration law. she can be reached at 8600 
2nd ave., silver spring, Md. 20910; Ph.: 
301-588-8066.

adrienne c. love has joined Pennington, 
Moore, wilkinson, Bell & dunbar, where 
she focuses on general litigation and intel-
lectual property. she can be reached at 215 
s. Monroe st., tallahassee, Fla. 32301; Ph.: 
850-222-3533.

nathaniel Joseph malavenda is a member 
of the California Bar. he can be reached at 
nmalavenda@gmail.com. 

Kirk reams has been elected clerk of 
courts in Jefferson County, Fla. 

phillip h. taylor has opened his own law 
firm. he can be reached at taylor law Firm, 
oMNi executive Center, suite 26, 4055 
tamiami trail, Port Charlotte, Fla. 33952; 
Ph.: 941-629-5287; e-mail: pht6@earthlink.
net.

Jason vail and Mark Bonfanti (’04) from 
the management labor & employment law 
firm of allen, Norton & Blue, P.a were pub-
lished in the winter 2007 Conflict Manage-
ment, volume 11, issue 1, a publication of 
the american Bar association, section 
litigation. 
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c. Brent wardrop has joined the firm of 
Johnson hobgood rutherford, llC. he can 
be reached at 600 galleria Pkwy. s.e., suite 
950, atlanta, ga. 30339; Ph.: 770-333-9933; 
e-mail brentwardrop@gmail.com.

2006
lt. Bryan Blackmore passed the virginia 
Bar in June and is working for the u.s. 
Coast guard atlantic area, Fifth district. he 
can be reached at u.s. Coast guard atlantic 
area, Fifth district, legal office, 431 Craw-
ford st., Portsmouth, va. 23704; e-mail: bry-
anblackmore@hotmail.com. 

James t. Burton has joined the firm of har-
rison, Kemp & Jones, where he practices 
litigation and dispute resolution. he can be 
reached at 3800 howard hughes Pkwy., las 
vegas, Nev. 89169. 

Jennifer dilorenzo has joined the firm of 
Ford & harrison. she can be reached at 
1275 Peachtree st. N.e., suite 600, atlanta, 
ga. 30309; e-mail: jdilorenzo@fordharrison.
com. 

shannon doheny had her article “Free ex-
ercise does Not Protect animal sacrifice:  
the Misconception of Church of lukumi Ba-
balu aye v. City of hialeah and Constitution-
al solutions for stopping animal sacrifice” 
published in the 2006 volume ii Journal of 
animal law (Michigan state university Col-
lege of law).  she is with the First Judicial 
Circuit’s public defender’s office in shali-
mar, Fla.

sarah a. lindquist and Cindy McNeely’s ar-
ticle “dangerous dog laws:  Failing to give 
Man’s Best Friend a Fair shake at Justice” 
appears in the 2007 volume i Journal of ani-
mal law.  she is with Zimmerman Kiser & 
sutcliffe in orlando.
 
elecia J. lyn has joined the Collier County 
state attorney’s office as a prosecutor.  
she can be reached at 3301 e. tamiami 
trail, Naples, Fla. 34112; e-mail: lawelle@
aol.com. 

Kim ngoc phan has joined the west Palm 
Beach firm of Beasley hauser Kramer lo-
nard & galardi, where she practices com-
mercial litigation. she volunteers at Justice 
lewis’ Justice teaching, a program in 
which attorneys and judges teach civics in 

CABA Scholarship Honors 
Justice Cantero

Keeping with its 2007 
theme of opening doors 
for minorities, the Cuban-
American Bar Association 
honored Florida Supreme 
Court Justice Raoul Can-
tero III in March with a 
scholarship in his name. 
CABA presented a check for 
$50,000 to the law school 
at a reception held in the 
Rotunda, and attended by 
other Florida justices, leg-
islators, Florida Bar leaders 
and Lt. Gov. Jeff Kottkamp, 
among others. Cantero, said 

Raul Chacon, chair of CABA’s Scholarship Committee, represents “everything that 
CABA stands for.” Its mission is to promote equality of minorities, to preserve the 
law, provide equal access to the law and facilitate the administration of justice. 

raul chacon Jr., don weidner, Justice cantero and 
elizabeth hernandez, caBa president. 

community schools. she can be reached at 
knphan@gmail.com.

Jared m. ross has been named director of 
Public Policy for the american Cancer soci-
ety, Florida division. 
zachary l. ross has joined the firm of Kirk-
Pinkerton, where he practices litigation. he 
can be reached at 720 s. orange ave., sara-
sota, Fla. 34236; Ph.: 941-364-2400.

frank J. ullo Jr. has joined the Jacksonville 
office of lewis, longman & walker. he prac-
tices environmental and governmental law 
and litigation. 

Jason a. watson has been named sharehold-
er in the tampa law firm of steele watson & 
Benner, where he represents businesses 
and individuals in trade secret and restric-
tive covenant litigation.  he also recently 
married Jennifer McCoy (‘06). he can be 
reached at 201 e. Kennedy Blvd., suite 425, 
tampa Fla. 33602; Ph.:  813-223-2060; e-mail: 
jwatson@steelelawgroup.com. 

emily sears williams has joined the office 
of the state attorney of the 6th Judicial Cir-
cuit. she can be reached at 14250 49th st., 
North Clearwater, Fla. 33762; e-mail: emily-
searswilliams@hotmail.com. 

In Memoriam
craig s. Boda, ’81, of New Port richey, Fla., 
died July 20, 2005. 

steven d. holmes, ’85, of Fort Myers, Fla., 
died sept. 10, 2006. he was 47. he was a 
prosecutor for the state attorney’s office, 
had his own law firm and was an attorney 
for many of the law firms in the Fort Myers 
area. Memorial contributions may be made 
to a trust fund for his children. Please call 
239-297-3598 for information. 

elaine sehrt-green, ’76, of Potomac, Md., 
and formerly of Jacksonville, Fla., died april 
18, 2006. Memorial contributions may be 
made to National Foundation for Cancer 
research, 4600 east-west hwy., suite 525, 
Bethesda, Md. 20814 or to Montgomery ave-
nue women’s Center, 12250 C. wilkins ave., 
rockville, Md. 20852. 

richard s. hunt,’99, has died. 

michael John pitts,’83, of Pensacola, died 
august 8, 2006.
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 More than 30 of the world’s most 
creative thinkers and leading experts on 
pharmaceuticals were at the law school 
April 5-7 to discuss the future of global 
pharmaceutical regulation, ways to improve 
the system, research and development for 
new pharmaceuticals and assuring access 

to medicines. 
Participants in the roundtable “Global 

Pharmaceutical Regulation 2007: Tackling 
Regional Priorities” included, among oth-
ers, representatives from the World Health 
Organization, the World Bank, Medecins 
San Frontiers, the Indian Pharmaceutical 
Alliance, the Latin American Association 
of Pharmaceutical Industries (ALIFAR), 
Consumer Project on Technology, the Fed-
eral Trade Commission and the National 
Institutes of Health. 

The roundtable was organized by Fred 
Abbott, the Edward Ball Eminent Scholar 
Professor of International Law at Florida 
State. He is acknowledged as a leading 
figure in world public health and has been 

highly effective in helping the world’s poor 
secure access to essential medicines. 

“The international system for the de-
velopment, production and distribution of 
pharmaceutical products faces enormous 
challenges, but the nature of the challenges 
is not universal,” Abbott says. “Instead, 
the problems facing patients, industry and 
regulators vary substantially by region.”

For example: 
The U.S. pharmaceutical sector, with 
the highest gross expenditure on re-
search and development, is hampered 
by economic distortion and roadblocks 
to genuine innovation, increasingly 
burdening consumers and the economy 
as a whole. 

■

World ExpErts 
on pharmacEuticals GathEr at  
laW school to tacklE rEGional prioritiEs 
for dElivErinG mEdicinEs Globally 
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news, publications & activities
faculty

from left to right

�. roundtable organizer fred abbott, florida 
state university college of law, and maria 
fernanda hurtado, ministry of trade, columbia

2. david lee, center for pharmaceutical 
management, virginia and yolanda tayler, the 
world Bank, washington, d.c.

3. professor tim cross, national high magnetic 
field laboratory, tallahassee; elisabet helsin, 
norwegian Board of health; and graham dukes, 
university of oslo 

�.  Jerome reichman, duke law school, 
durham
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China and India have emerged as major 
pharmaceutical suppliers to the world, 
while struggling to adapt domestic 
regulatory systems and address local 
patient needs.
Africa confronts a massive disease 
burden, not only from HIV-AIDS, ma-
laria and TB, but also from intestinal 
disease, cancer and pulmonary disease, 
diabetes and neglected diseases such as 
sleeping sickness. 
The Caribbean seeks to address an 
HIV-AIDS treatment crisis, and to 
develop effective regional production 
and distribution strategies.
Latin American pharmaceutical pro-
ducers increasingly confront challenges 

■

■

■

■

from Pharmaceutical companies de-
manding marketing exclusivity for 
their drugs. At the same time, income 
disparities among patient groups pres-
ent major access problems.

During the roundtable, the experts 
sought answers to questions such as, 
“Are there potential common solutions 
to the problems confronting the global 
pharmaceutical sector?” “Are there mod-
els for research and development that 
would reduce distortions and improve the 
environment for innovation?” “Could reg-
ulatory efficiency be improved by increased 
reliance on regional and/or multilateral 
regulatory agencies?” “What is standing 

in the way of regional production facili-
ties with capacity to supply large patient 
populations?” “Is there an alternative to 
relying on monopolies and marketing ex-
clusivity as a means to attract research and 
development capital?” “Should the U.S. be 
exporting its costly regulatory structure for 
pharmaceutical supply?”

Please visit www.law.fsu.edu for more 
information about topics that were covered 
during the roundtable.

3�

melebona precious matsoso, world health 
organization, geneva; howard zucker, who, geneva; 
gina vea, international centre for trade and  
sustainable development, geneva
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Includes publications/external talks/items 
that have occurred between publication of 
Fall 2006 issue of FSU Law alumni maga-
zine through mid-April 2007

F r e d a BB o t t
edward Ball eMiNeNt sCholar

Book: InternatIonal Intellectual ProPer-

ty In an Integrated World economy (with 

Thomas Cottier & Francis Gurry) (Aspen Publishers 

2007).  Presentations: Free Trade Agreements and the 
Reshaping of Global Pharmaceutical Supply: Implications for 

Development and Access (duke laW School, aPrIl 

2007); Technolog y Licensing in the Pharmaceutical Sector 

and US Regulation of the Pharmaceutical Sector (Bogota, 

colomBIa, FeBruary-march 2007); Potential 

impact of EU EPA proposals on use of TRIPS flexibilities 

and IP Enforcement as a G-8 priority and its implications 

for developmental interests (Jongny, SWItzerland, 
Intra-regIonal dIalogue economIc Part-
nerShIP agreementS: Intellectual ProPer-
ty rIghtS and trIPS comPatIBIlIty, IctSd/

Quno/caFod/cIel, FeBruary 2007); A Devel-
opmental Perspective on the Institutional Aspects of the En-

forcement Agenda (ottaWa, canada, dePartment 
oF ForeIgn aFFaIrS and InternatIonal 
trade roundtaBle on enForcement oF 
Intellectual ProPerty rIghtS In the g-8 
context: canadIan PerSPectIveS, January 

2007); The Political Economy of the WIPO Development 

Agenda (nyon, SWItzerland, IctSd meetIng 
on the Future oF the Intellectual ProP-
erty SyStem: reSPondIng to challengeS 

For develoPment, novemBer 2006). 

K e l l i  a l C e s
assistaNt ProFessor

Presentation: Moving Toward a Federal Law of 

Corporate Governance in Bankruptcy (Southern 
IllInoIS laW revIeW SymPoSIum, “Shred-

dIng the SaFety net: a crItIcal examIna-
tIon oF the BankruPtcy aBuSe PreventIon 
and conSumer ProtectIon act oF 2005,” 

FeBruary 2007).

Pa o l o a NNiNo
CliNiCal ProFessor

Presentation: Teaching Social Justice: The Impact on 

Persons with Disabilities (NatIonal UnIverSIty oF 
cordoBa, argentIna, gloBal allIance For 
JuStIce educatIon conFerence, decemBer 

2006).

r oB  at K iN s oN
rudeN, MCClosKy, sMith, sChuster & 

russell ProFessor

Presentations: The Good Samaritan of Boston Legal: 
Modern American Civility versus Ancient Western Tradi-

tions? (FlorIda FIFth JudIcIal cIrcuIt’S an-
nual ProFeSSIonalISm conFerence, FeBru-
ary 2007); The Good Samaritan of Boston Legal: Modern 

American Civility versus Ancient Western Traditions? 
(WeSt Palm Beach county Bar aSSocIa-
tIon annual ProFeSSIonalISm conFerence, 

march 2007).

de B r a ly N B a s s e t t
loula Fuller aNd daN Myers ProFessor

Article: Constructing Class Action Reality, Byu 

l. rev. 1415 (2006). Presentations: Ethics as 

the Substantive Practice of Law (tallahaSSee 

Bar aSSocIatIon, march 2007); The Significance 

of Place in Law and Policy (thIrd annual PcSe 
WorkShoP, SPonSored By SyracuSe unI-

verSIty college oF laW, novemBer 2006); 
The Significance of Place in Law and Policy:  Lessons from 

Hurricane Katrina (neW orleanS, SymPoSIum: 
race, Place, and the envIronment aF-
ter katrIna, SPonSored By the laWyerS’ 
commIttee on cIvIl rIghtS and the deeP 
South center For envIronmental JuStIce, 

octoBer 2006); Toward Achieving Adequacy (unI-
verSIty oF alaBama School oF laW Faculty 

WorkShoP, SePtemBer 2006).

ta M a r a  g .  
B l e N K ho r N

legal writiNg ProFessor

Presentations: Legal Research and Citation (certI-
FIed BankruPtcy aSSIStant SemInar and 

exam, octoBer 2006); Proper Legal Citation Under 

the Eighteenth Edition of the Bluebook (FIrSt dIStrIct 
court oF aPPeal, contInuIng legal edu-

catIon lecture, auguSt 2006).

C u r t i s  B r id ge M a N
JaMes edMuNd aNd Margaret 

eliZaBeth heNNessey Corry ProFessor
Article: Misrepresented Intent in the Context of Unequal 

Bargaining Power, MIch. St. l. rev. 993 (2006) (sym-

posium). Presentation: Formalism and Positivism in 

Contract Law:  The Role of Contracts in Guiding Conduct 

(cardozo laW School Faculty WorkShoP, 

novemBer 2006). 

doNN a C h r i s t ie
eliZaBeth C. aNd Clyde w. atKiNsoN 

ProFessor aNd assoCiate deaN
 For iNterNatioNal PrograMs 

Books: coaStal and ocean management 

laW In a nutShell (with Richard Hildreth) 

(West Group, 3rd ed. 2007); coaStal and ocean 

laW: caSeS and materIalS (with Joseph Kalo, 

Richard Hildreth, Alison Rieser & Jon Jacobson)  

(West Group, 3rd ed 2006). Presentations: The New 

Regionalism of the Law of the Sea (Washington, D.C., 

Admiralty and Maritime Law Section, AALS An-

nual Meeting, January 2007); The Caribbean Regional 

Fisheries Mechanism and IUU Fishing (Annual Meeting 

of the Law of the Sea Institute, March 2007); Ocean 

Policy and the Marine Environment from Stratton 

to USCOP (University of Washington, Conference 

Honoring Bill Rodgers, April 2007).

r oBiN K u Ndi s  C r a ig 
attorNeys’ title iNsuraNCe FuNd 

ProFessor oF law

Articles: Are Marine National Monuments Better Than 
National Marine Sanctuaries?  U.S. Ocean Policy, Marine 

Protected Areas, and the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands, 

7:1 SuStaInaBle dev. l. & Pol’y 27-31, 81 (Fall 

2006). Newsletter Publication: Marine Protected 

Areas and the United States’ Ocean Policy and Law, 38:3 

trendS (aBa Seer) 10 (Jan./Feb. 2007). Pre-
sentations: Water Use and the Federal Endangered Species 

Act (FlorIda Water laW Water laW InStI-
tute, cle InternatIonal, may 2007); Marine 
Protected Areas; National and International Systems; Natu-

ral Resources Roundtable;: Hot Topics (amerIcan Bar 
aSSocIatIon SectIon oF envIronment, en-
ergy, and reSourceS, 14th annual SectIon 

Fall meetIng, octoBer 2006); Moderator, 
Mini-Plenary: More Wading into Muddy Waters: The Su-

preme Court’s Interpretations of Clean Water Act Jurisdiction 

(amerIcan Bar aSSocIatIon SectIon oF en-
vIronment, energy, and reSourceS, 14th 
annual SectIon Fall meetIng, octoBer 

2006). Other: Author of Two Computer-Assisted 

Leaning Instruction exercises for students, “Intro-

duction to Administrative Law for Environmental 

and Natural Resources Law Students” (March 

2007) and “International Trade and Endangered 

Species” (December 2006). 
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l o r e l e i  r i t C hie  
de  l a r e N a

assistaNt ProFessor
Article: The Price or Progress: Are Universities Adding to 

the Cost? 43 houS. l. rev. 1373 (2007). Presenta-

tion: Hosted conference, The Federal Circuit Comes to 

California (loS angeleS, ca, FeBruary 2007). 

Recognition: Received 2007 Bayh-Dole Fellowship in 

Public Policy, and presented topic Toward a Single, World-
Wide Patent (2007 annual meetIng oF the 
aSSocIatIon oF unIverSIty technology 

managerS (autm), march 2007).

Jo s e P h do d ge
stearNs weaver Miller weissler 
alhadeFF & sittersoN ProFessor

Articles: The Constitutionality of Federal Taxes and 

Federal Tax Provisions, 8 Fla. tax. rev. 269 (2007); 
Exploring the Income Tax Treatment of Borrowing and Li-

abilities, or Why the Accrual Method Should be Eliminated, 

26 va. tax rev. 245 (2006). Presentations: The 

Direct Tax Clauses of the U.S. Constitution (crItIcal 
tax conFerence, ucla laW School, aPrIl 

2007); The Constitutionality of Federal Taxes (unIver-
SIty oF neW mexIco laW School Faculty 

WorkShoP, novemBer 2006). 

C h a r l e s e h r h a r d t
MasoN ladd ProFessor

Book: FlorIda evIdence (West Group, 2007 

ed.). Presentations: Evolving Evidentiary Problems 

(WIllIam StaFFord chaPter, amerIcan 

InnS oF court, march 2007); Evidence in Florida 

and Federal Courts (2007 cIvIl trIal laWyerS 
certIFIcatIon revIeW, the FlorIda Bar, 

FeBruary 2007); Emerging Issues in Evidence (con-
Ference oF county JudgeS oF FlorIda, 

January 2007). 

B r i a N g a l l e
assistaNt ProFessor

Presentations: A Republic of the Mind (natIonal 
tax aSSocIatIon annual conFerence, no-

vemBer 2006); Rich States, Poor States: American Fed-

eralism and the Politics of Fiscal Equalization (discussant) 

(nyu tax PolIcy colloQuIum, march 2007).

s a l ly  ge r t Z
CliNiCal ProFessor

Article: At Will Employment:  Origins, Applications, 
Exceptions and Expansions in Public Service, amerIcan 
PuBlIc ServIce:  radIcal reForm and the 

merIt SyStem.  ny, ny:  Taylor and Francis 

(2006).  Presentation: The Expansion of At-Will Em-

ployment in the Public Service:  Reducing the Transparency 

of Government by Eliminating Due Process (FIrSt an-
nual colloQuIum on current ScholarShIP 
In laBor and emPloyment laW, octoBer 

2006).

s t e v e  ge y 
david aNd deBorah FoNvielle & doNald 

aNd JaNet hiNKle ProFessor
Books: FIrSt amendment: caSeS and theo-

ry (with Ronald Krotoszynski & Christine E. Wells) 

(Aspen Publishing 2007); caSeS and materIalS 

on relIgIon and the State (2nd ed., Lexis 

Publishing 2007). Chapter: Atheism and Freedom 

of Religion, in Michael Martin, ed., The Cambridge 

Companion to Atheism (Cambridge Univ. Pr. 2007). 

Articles/Reviews: Vestiges of the Establishment Clause, 

5 FIrSt. amend. l. rev. 1 (2006); Reconciling the 

Supreme Court’s Four Establishment Clauses, 8 u. Pa. J. 

conSt. l. 725 (2006) (symposium); Review of That 
Godless Court?: Supreme Court Decisions on Church State 

Relationships (2d ed., by Ronald B. Flowers), 21 J. l. 

& rel. 439 (2006) (book review). Presentations: 

Featured address on Free Exercise (WeSt vIrgInIa 
unIverSIty college oF laW, amerIcan 
conStItutIon SocIety SymPoSIum on the 
relIgIon clauSeS In the 21St century, 

aPrIl 2007); Legal Ramifications of Intelligent 

Design Movement (unIverSIty oF South 
FlorIda college oF artS & ScIenceS and 
the unIted StateS geologIcal Survey, 

novemBer 2006).

e lw iN J .  gr i F F i t h
tallahassee aluMNi ProFessor 

Article: The Challenge of Communicating with the Consum-
er and Validating the Debt Under the Fair Debt Collection 

Practices Act, 55 u. kan. l. rev. 61 (2006).

a da M  hir s C h
williaM aNd CatheriNe vaNderCreeK 

ProFessor oF law

Articles: Fear Not the Asset Protection Trust, 27 car-

dozo l. rev. 2685 (2006) (symposium); Disclaimer 
Reform and UDPIA: The Disappointing Amendments of 

2006, Estate Planning, December 2006, at 24 (with 

Richard Gans). Presentations: Law and Proximity 

(Faculty WorkShoP at vanderBIlt unIver-

SIty, January 2007); Text and Time: A Theory of 

Testamentary Obsolescence (Faculty WorkShoP at 
george WaShIngton unIverSIty, novem-

Ber 2006); Text and Time: A Theory of Testamentary 

Obsolescence (Faculty WorkShoP at george 

maSon unIverSIty, octoBer 2006).

F ay e  JoN e s
direCtor oF liBrary aNd ProFessor

Book Chapter: Playing Nicely with Others: Managing 

Work Relations in Beyond the BookS: PeoPle, 

PolItIcS and lIBrarIanShIP (Leslie A. Lee and 

Michelle M. Wu eds., William S. Hein & Co, 2007). 

Presentation: Trends in Higher Education: The Impact on 

Law Schools and Law Libraries (the Future oF laW 
lIBrarIeS SymPoSIum, SPonSored By FlorIda 
coaStal School oF laW, thomSon WeSt and 

InFIlaW, march 2007). 

JoN K l iC K 
JeFFrey a. stooPs ProFessor oF law

Articles: The Effect of Judicial Expedience on Attorney 

Fees in Class Actions, 36 J. legal Stud. 171 (2007) 

(with Eric Helland); Mandatory Waiting Periods for 

Abortion and Female Mental Health, 16 health ma-

trIx 183 (2006) Subsidizing Addiction:  Do State Health 

Insurance Mandates Increase Alcohol Consumption?, 35 J. 

legal Stud. 135 (2006) (with Thomas Stratmann). 

Presentations: Federal Behavioral Economics and Policy 

Decision Rules (Federal trade commISSIon 
BehavIoral economIcS and conSumer Pol-

Icy conFerence, aPrIl 2007); Cheap Donuts and 
Expensive Broccoli: The Effect of Relative Prices on Obesity 

(yale unIverSIty School oF laW, march 
2007); FlorIda State unIverSIty center 
For demograPhy and PoPulatIon health, 

march 2007); Agency Costs, Charitable Trusts, and 

Corporate Control: Evidence from Hershey’s Kiss-Off (unI-
verSIty oF georgIa laW School, FeBruary 

2007); Cheap Donuts and Expensive Broccoli: The Effect of 

Relative Prices on Obesity (unIverSIty oF toronto 
Faculty oF laW, FeBruary 2007; unIverSIty 
oF Southern calIFornIa gould School oF 

laW, FeBruary 2007); The Effect of Abortion Access 

on Risky Sex Among Teens, The Fungibility of Damage 

Awards, and The Effect of Attorney Compensation on the 

Timing of Settlement in Class Actions (unIverSIty 
oF texaS School oF laW conFerence on 

emPIrIcal legal StudIeS, novemBer 2006); 
Agency Costs, Charitable Trusts, and the Market for 

Corporate Control (northWeStern unIverSIty 
School oF laW Faculty WorkShoP, novem-

Ber 2006); Judicial Expedience and Attorney Fees in Class 

Actions (unIverSIty oF IllInoIS college oF 

laW Faculty WorkShoP, novemBer 2006); 

Abortion Access and Risky Sex Among Teens (BoS-
ton unIverSIty college oF laW Faculty 

WorkShoP, novemBer 2006); Cheap Donuts and 
Expensive Broccoli: The Effect of Relative Food Prices on 

Obesity (cornell unIverSIty, dePartment oF 
PolIcy analySIS and management, novem-

Ber 2006).
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l a r r y K r ie ge r 
CliNiCal ProFessor aNd direCtor oF 

CliNiCal exterNshiP PrograMs

Presentations: Keynote Speaker (tamPa, FlorIda, 
FlorIda commISSIon on ProFeSSIonalISm 
retreat: young laWyerS and theIr tran-

SItIon Into PractIce, aPrIl 2007); Keynote Ad-

dress (unIverSIty oF FlorIda college oF laW 
and the eIght cIrcuIt Bar aSSocIatIon 
annual ProFeSSIonalISm SemInar, march 

2007); The Shared Foundations of Professionalism and 

Career Satisfaction (Bartow & Sebring, Florida, Tenth 

Circuit Seminar on Professionalism, March 2007); 

Creating an Effective Teaching and Learning Environment 

(Faculty Presentation) and Mastering the Hidden Sources 

of Professional Stress (Student Body Presentation) 

(Barry unIverSIty School oF laW, march 

2007); Empirical Findings on the Psychosocial Effects of 

Legal Education (caPItal unIverSIty School oF 

laW, columBuS, ohIo, march 2007); Balance in 

Legal Education, One Year Later (WaShIngton, d.c., 
aSSocIatIon oF amerIcan laW SchoolS an-

nual meetIng, January 2007).

ta hir ih  l e e 
assoCiate ProFessor

Presentation: Iraq, Guantanamo, and the U.S. Court for 

China (george WaShIngton unIverSIty laW 

School, novemBer 2006).

way N e a .  l o g a N 
gary & sallyN PaJCiC ProFessor

Articles: State Criminal Justice and the Challenge of Ex-

Offender Mobility, 4 ohIo St. J. crIm. l. 587 (2007); 
Federal Prosecution of State Sex Offenders, nat’l l.J., 

Mar. 5, 2007, at 23; Constitutional Collectivism and Ex-

Offender Residence Exclusion Laws, 92 IoWa l. rev. 1 

(2006); Victim Impact Evidence in Federal Capital Trials, 

19 Fed. Sent. reP. 5 (2006) (symposium). Presen-

tation: Keynote Speaker, Sex Offender Registration and 

Community Notification Policy:  Past, Present, and Future 

(neW england college oF laW, “SymPo-
SIum: ProBatIon and Parole In maSSachu-
SettS,” neW england Journal oF crImInal 

and cIvIl conFInement, march 2007)  

C h a r l e N e l u K e
assistaNt ProFessor

Presentations: Risk, Return, and Economic Substance, 

(unIverSIty oF calIFornIa-davIS, aPrIl 

2007); Individual Taxation (Panelist), (FlorIda Bar 
tax laW SectIon, tax Bar certIFIcatIon 

revIeW courSe, FeBruary 2007)

d a N M a r K e l
assistaNt ProFessor

Articles: Connectedness and Its Discontents: The Difficulties 

of Federalism and Criminal Law, 4 ohIo St. J. crIm. l. 

573 (2007); Presentations: Wrong Turns on the Road to 

Alternative Sanctions (WIllIam and mary School 

oF laW, novemBer 2006); Criminal Justice and the 

Challenge of Family Ties (unIverSIty oF mary-
land School oF laW Faculty WorkShoP, 
novemBer 2006; BoSton college School 

oF laW Faculty WorkShoP, octoBer 2006; 

oSgoode hall laW School - york unIver-
SIty Faculty WorkShoP, octoBer 2006; unI-
verSIty oF mIamI School oF laW Faculty 
WorkShoP, octoBer 2006; laW and SocIety 

conFerence (with Jennifer Collins), July 2006).

d av id M a r K e l l
steveN M. goldsteiN ProFessor

Book: envIronmental ProtectIon: laW 

and PolIcy (with William W. Buzbee, Robert L. 

Glicksman, Daniel R. Mandelker & A. Dan Tarlock) 

(5th ed., Aspen Law & Business 2007). Article: 

Citizen-Friendly Approaches to Environmental Governance, 

37 Environmental Law Reporter 10360 (ELI, 2007). 

Recognition: Named a member of the Organization 

of American States, Department of Sustainable De-

velopment Environmental Law Advisory Group.

d av id F.  P o w e l l
assoCiate ProFessor

Articles: The New Florida Trust Code: Part II, Fla. 

Bar J., October 2006, at 22; The New Florida Trust 

Code: Part I, Fla. Bar J., July/August 2006, at 24. 

Books and Chapters: Administration of Trusts 

in Florida, Chapter 7: Lapse, Antilapse, and Descendible 

Beneficial Interests in Trusts (5th Ed. The Florida Bar); 

Administration of Trusts in Florida, Chapter 18: The 

New Florida Trust Code (5th Ed. The Florida Bar); 

John G. Grimsley & David F. Powell, Florida Law of 

truStS (5th Ed. West 2006).

B e N J a MiN J . 
P r ie s t e r

assistaNt ProFessor

Presentations: The Future of Sentencing “Reform” (tal-
lahaSSee Bar aSSocIatIon cle, FeBruary 

2007); The Canine Metaphor and the Future of Sentencing 

Reform: Dogs, Tails, and the Constitutional Law of Wagging 

(unIverSIty oF FlorIda Faculty collo-

QuIum SerIeS, January 2007).

JiM  r o s s i
harry M. walBorsKy ProFessor aNd 

assoCiate deaN For researCh
Article: Politics, Institutions and Administrative Procedure: 
What Exactly Do We Know About Empirical Study of 

State-Level APAs, and What More Can We Learn?, 58 

admIn. l. rev. 961 (2006); State Executive Lawmak-

ing in Crisis, 56 duke l.J. 237 (2006) (symposium); 

The Puzzle of State Constitutions, 54 BuFF. l. rev. 

211 (2006) (book review).  Presentations: Antitrust 
Process and Vertical Deference: Judicial Review of State Regu-

latory Inaction (unIverSIty oF IllInoIS college 

oF laW Faculty WorkShoP, FeBruary 2007); 
Antitrust Process and Vertical Deference: Judicial Review of 

State Regulatory Inaction (vanderBIlt laW School 

Faculty WorkShoP, FeBruary 2007); Verti-
cal Deference, Preemption and Reasons in Antitrust Law 

(loyola-la School oF laW Faculty Work-

ShoP, novemBer 2006); Vertical Deference, Preemption 

and Reasons in Antitrust Law (unIverSIty oF IoWa 
college oF laW Faculty WorkShoP, octo-

Ber 2006); Recognition: Elected a Fellow to the 

American Bar Foundation. 

J. B .  r u h l
Matthews & hawKiNs  

ProFessor oF ProPerty
Book Chapter: No Net Loss: Instrument Choice in 

Wetlands Protection, in movIng to marketS In 
envIronmental regulatIon: leSSonS From 

tWenty yearS oF exPerIence 323-52 (Jody 

Freeman and Charles D. Kolstad eds., Oxford Univ. 

Press 2006) (with James Salzman). Presentations: 

Ecosystem Services, (unIverSIty oF FlorIda 
School oF laW PuBlIc IntereSt envI-

ronmental conFerence, FeBruary 2007); 

Making the Common Law Ecological, (unIverSIty oF 
FlorIda School oF laW envIronmental 

laW SemInar PreSentatIon, FeBruary 2007); 

Ecosystem Services and Law, (Houston, Texas, texaS 
ForeSt ServIce conFerence on ecoSyStem 

ServIceS, FeBruary 2007); Law and Policy for Eco-

system Services (Washington, D.C., envIronmental 

laW InStItute conFerence, FeBruary 2007). 

M a r K  s e ide N F e l d
PatriCia a. dore ProFessor oF 

adMiNistrative law aNd assoCiate 
deaN For aCadeMiC aFFairs

Presentation: Overview of Federal Administrative 

Procedures Act (Tampa, FL, PuBlIc recordS and 
government In the SunShIne SemInar 
PreSented By the FlorIda Bar contInuIng 
legal educatIon commIttee and the gov-

ernment laWyer SectIon, aPrIl 2007).
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l oi s  s h e P h e r d
d’aleMBerte ProFessor

Articles: Terri Schiavo and the Disability Rights Communi-

ty, 2006 U. chI. legal F. 253 (2006) (symposium); 
State Legislative Proposals Following Schiavo: What Are 

They Thinking? 15 temPle Pol. & cIv. rtS. l. rev. 

362 (2006) (symposium). Presentations: Emerging 

Issues in End-of-life Decisionmaking (aBa health 

laW SectIon, orlando, Fl, FeBruary 2007); 

Levinas to Law:  Defining the Project (centennIal 
conFerence on levInaS and the laW, 
mcgIll unIverSIty, montreal, canada, 

SePtemBer 2006). 

F e r N a Ndo t e s óN 
toBias siMoN eMiNeNt sCholar

Articles/Reviews: Rational Choice and Political Moral-

ity, 72 PhIl. & PhenomenologIcal reSearch  

71 (2006) (with Guide Pincione); Book Review of 

David Kennedy, The Dark Sides of Humanitari-

anism (Princeton University Press, 2004), 6 J. hum. 

rIghtS 143 (2007). The Vexing Problem of Authority in 

Humanitarian Intervention: A Proposal, 24 WIS. Int’l 

l.J. 761 (2006). Presentations: Comments on Allen 

Buchanan (Washington, D.C., colloQuIum on 
InternatIonal laW theory, organIzed By 
the InternatIonal legal theory Inter-
eSt grouP oF the amerIcan SocIety oF 

InternatIonal laW, novemBer 2006); Global 
Justice, Trade, and Poverty: A Case of Discourse Failure 

(with Jonathan Klick) (unIverSIty oF vIrgInIa 
dePartment oF PhIloSoPhy, conFerence 

on gloBal JuStIce, novemBer 2006); Fake 

Custom (InternatIonal laW Weekend oF the 
amerIcan Branch oF the InternatIonal 
laW aSSocIatIon, neW york cIty, octoBer 

2006).

M a N u e l  a N t oNio 
u t s e t  Jr .

Charles w. ehrhardt ProFessor

Article: The Temporally Extended Family & Self-Control: 

An Essay for Lee E. Teitelbaum, 2006 utah l. rev. 

107 (2006) (symposium).

JohN w.  va N do r e N
ProFessor

Presentation: A Jurisprudence Restatement? Preliminary 

Thoughts (conFerence In Shantou may 2007).  

doN a l d w e idN e r
deaN aNd aluMNi  

CeNteNNial ProFessor

Presentation: Spoke at Development for Deans 

Conference sponsored by the Council for Advance-

ment and Support of Education (Jacksonville, FL, 

February 2007).
 

l e s l e y  w e x l e r
assistaNt ProFessor

Article: Take the Long Way Home: Subfederal Integration 

of Nonratified and Unimplemented Treaties, 28 mIch. J. 

Int’l l. 1 (2007). Presentations: Ethical Trade: The 

Role of Corporations in Creating International Law Regimes 

(vIrgInIa JunIor InternatIonal laW con-
Ference at unIverSIty oF vIrgInIa, Forth-

comIng may 2007); The Role of International 

Law in Addressing Immigration: The Contributions 

of Human Rights Approaches (yale JunIor In-
ternatIonal laW ScholarS conFerence In 

neW haven, march 2007); The Role of Interna-

tional Law in Addressing Immigration: The Contri-

butions of Human Rights Approaches (unIverSIty 
oF chIcago laW School legal ScholarShIP 

WorkShoP, novemBer 2006); The Role of Inter-

national Law in Addressing Immigration: The Con-

tributions of Human Rights Approaches (unIver-
SIty oF chIcago laW School ImmIgratIon 

SymPoSIum, octoBer 2006). 

JohN y e t t e r
roBerts ProFessor

Presentation: Expert Testimony, (tamPa, ad-
vanced evIdence SemInar SPonSored By 
the code and ruleS oF evIdence commIt-

tee oF the FlorIda Bar, march 2007).
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around the law school
moot court tEam brinGs homE anothEr 
in a strinG of national championships

The law school’s Moot Court team has 
brought home another big national victory. 
Kim Nguyen and Christina Taylor took 
first place at the Ruby R. Vale Corporate 
Moot Court Competition in Wilmington, 
Del., in March.  

The two also received the competition’s 
Best Brief Award. They were coached by 
Judge Marguerite Davis of the First Dis-
trict Court of Appeal and by Tallahassee 
attorney Arthur Stern III, and were assisted 
by Professor Barbara Banoff. 

 In the final round, Kim and Christina 
argued in front of three Delaware Supreme 
Court justices and two Delaware Court of 
Chancery judges. This was Kim’s second 
first-place finish in a national competition. 
She also was a member of last year’s team 
that won the Albert Mugel National Tax 
Moot Court Competition. Kim is the 
first member of the Moot Court team to 
achieve this extraordinary double. 

The Moot Court team has had a 
string of successes in the past year. They 
include:

First place in the Ruby R. Vale Corpo-
rate Moot Court Competition held in 
Wilmington, Del., in March 
Brian Sites and Nathan Prince took 

■

■

first place in the National Religious 
Freedom Moot Court Competition 
held in Washington, D.C., in January. 
Nathan was named Best Oralist in the 
finals; Brian was named Best Oralist in 
the semifinals. 

First place in the E. Earle Zehmer 
Workers' Compensation Moot Court 
Competition in Orlando in August 
2006. Erika Sui was named Best Oral-
ist in the competition. 

In addition, here are some recent ac-
complishments by members of the Moot 
Court team:

Lisa Milnamow and Ben Webster took 
second place at the Luke Charles Moore 
Invitational held in Washington, D.C., 
at the beginning of March. They also 
won the award for Best Brief, while 
Ben was named runner-up for Best 
Oralist at the competition. The team 
was coached by Judge Phil Padovano 
of the First DCA.
Patsy Palmer was named Best Oralist at 
the Gabrielli Family Law Competition 
held in Albany, N.Y., in early March. 
The team was coached by Judge 
Charles Kahn Jr. of the First DCA.

■

■

■

Marina Burton was named second-best 
oralist and Chris Bruce was named 
fifth-best oralist at the Albert Mugel 
Tax Competition held in Albany, N.Y., 
in March. The team was coached by 
Professor Charlene Luke.
Spencer Bishins, Michael Makdisi, 
and Erika Siu made the quarterfinals 
(among 67 teams entered) of the Pace 
Environmental Law Competition held 
in late February in White Plains, N.Y. 
Erika was named Best Oralist for the 
preliminary rounds of the competition. 
The team was coached by Tallahassee 
attorneys Tony Cleveland and Segundo 
Fernandez.
Alex Burkett and Ben Greiving reached 
the quarterfinals of the Craven Con-
stitutional Law Competition held in 
Chapel Hill, N.C., in February.
Ty Jackson and Wes Sherman reached 
the semifinals of the Manne Law and 
Economics Competition. The team 
was coached by Professor Jonathan 
Klick and Judge Edwin Browning Jr., 
of the First DCA.
Ruth Lee and Christy Ruth reached the 
quarterfinals of the Wagner National 
Labor & Employment Law Competi-
tion. The team was coached by Judge 
James Wolf of the First DCA.

■

■

■

■

■

this was Kim’s [nguyen] second first-place finish in a 
national competition. she also was a member of last 
year’s team that won the albert mugel national tax 
moot court competition. Kim is the first member of the 
moot court team to achieve this extraordinary double.

f
s

u
 l

a
w

 ■
 S

P
R

IN
G

 2
0

0
7

363636



around the law school
Law	School	
Continues	to	Rise	in	
U.S.	News	Rankings

The new U.S. News & World Report law 
school rankings came out at the beginning of 
April, and there was more good news for the 
law school.

The law school’s environmental law pro-
gram is now ranked 12th in the nation (up 
from 14) and, for the first time ever, the tax law 
program has been specially ranked, at 21, tied 
with Columbia. U.S. News also shows Florida 
State’s academic reputation is in the top tier of 
American law schools, at 48. Over the past three 
years, the law school’s overall ranking in U.S. 
News has gone up 14 slots, to 53. The magazine 
also reported an increase in the school’s reputa-
tion among judges and practitioners.

“We are thrilled with our school’s contin-
ued progress in the rankings, which are finally 
beginning to reflect the excellence of our pro-
grams,” said Dean Don Weidner. 

Networking Noshes
Naples attorney Chris Lombardo, above, was at the law 

school in March to talk to students about the ins and outs 
of being a civil trial lawyer. The 1983 College of Law gradu-
ate—who also is the attorney for Everglades City—met with 
the students as part of the Placement Office’s Networking Nosh 
luncheon series. The luncheons give attorneys an opportunity 
to share knowledge about the legal profession with students 
in an intimate and casual setting. The Placement Office co-
ordinates the events, which are held several times a year. Past 

participants include Nick Lioce of Nason, Yeager, Gerson, White & Lioce; Thomas 
Maida of Foley & Lardner; M. Katherine Simpson of Huey Guilday; Leon County 
Judge Ron Flury; Kelly O’Keefe of Broad and Cassel; and Circuit Court Judge Terry 
Lewis. If you would like to participate in a Networking Nosh, please get in touch with 
Tinsley Furry at 850-644-2262 or tfurry@law.fsu.edu. 
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44 USN&WR • AMERICA’S BEST GRADUATE SCHOOLS

THE TOP 100 SCHOOLS

1. Yale University (CT)

100 4.9
4.8 3.83-3.97 170-176 6.8% 7.3 94.5% 99.6% 94.2%/NY 74%

2. Harvard University (MA)

90 4.8
4.8 3.72-3.95 169-175 12.6% 10.5 96.1% 100.0% 95.3%/NY 74%

Stanford University (CA)

90 4.7
4.8 3.77-3.96 167-172 8.7% 8.6 98.1% 98.1% 86.6%/CA 62%

4. New York University

87 4.6
4.6 3.58-3.89 168-172 21.1% 10.7 97.0% 99.3% 93.4%/NY 74%

5. Columbia University (NY)

85 4.6
4.7 3.51-3.82 169-174 14.7% 10.3 99.2% 99.2% 90.6%/NY 74%

6. University of Chicago

80 4.6
4.7 3.51-3.77 169-172 15.9% 9.4 98.5% 98.5% 95.6%/IL 85%

University of Pennsylvania

80 4.3
4.5 3.47-3.84 167-171 15.6% 12.1 99.0% 99.0% 95.5%/NY 74%

8. University of California–Berkeley
78 4.4

4.5 3.65-3.89 163-169 11.0% 12.0 97.2% 98.4% 87.0%/CA 62%

University of Michigan–Ann Arbor
78 4.5

4.6 3.53-3.80 166-170 20.6% 14.5 98.5% 99.7% 96.5%/NY 74%

10. Duke University (NC)

77 4.1
4.4 3.66-3.85 165-169 23.3% 11.9 95.6% 100.0% 94.0%/NY 74%

University of Virginia

77 4.4
4.6 3.49-3.82 167-171 25.2% 13.9 96.0% 99.1% 96.5%/NY 74%

12. Northwestern University (IL)

76 4.0
4.4 3.40-3.80 166-172 17.3% 10.6 97.3% 99.6% 94.9%/IL 85%

13. Cornell University (NY)

74 4.1
4.4 3.50-3.80 166-168 22.6% 10.0 94.8% 98.1% 94.3%/NY 74%

14. Georgetown University (DC)

72 4.1
4.3 3.47-3.82 167-171 21.5% 14.5 95.5% 98.3% 92.5%/NY 74%

15. University of California–Los Angeles
71 4.0

4.0 3.44-3.80 162-169 18.9% 12.5 96.8% 99.7% 87.8%/CA 62%

16. University of Southern California (Gould)
69 3.7

3.7 3.47-3.75 165-167 19.1% 13.1 94.5% 98.2% 81.3%/CA 62%

Vanderbilt University (TN)

69 3.7
4.3 3.49-3.88 164-167 25.3% 15.0 89.3% 99.0% 88.1%/TN 80%

18. University of Texas–Austin

68 4.0
4.3 3.33-3.80 162-168 21.7% 14.0 93.2% 95.4% 89.6%/TX 80%

19. Washington University in St. Louis
64 3.5

3.8 3.20-3.70 162-167 28.1% 11.5 87.4% 99.2% 90.6%/MO 89%

20. Boston University

63 3.4
3.6 3.52-3.83 163-166 26.2% 12.2 94.0% 99.1% 93.7%/MA 83%

University of Minnesota–Twin Cities
63 3.5

3.8 3.25-3.74 163-167 24.1% 11.1 94.6% 98.6% 98.8%/MN 89%

22. Emory University (GA)

62 3.4
3.9 3.30-3.69 162-166 29.0% 12.5 88.4% 98.7% 95.9%/GA 85%

George Washington University (DC)
62 3.4

3.8 3.45-3.81 163-166 22.8% 15.2 93.4% 98.3% 87.5%/NY 74%

24. University of Iowa

61 3.4
3.7 3.40-3.83 158-163 33.3% 12.8 82.9% 98.6% 91.4%/IA 85%

25. Fordham University (NY)

60 3.2
3.6 3.41-3.74 163-167 24.0% 14.9 85.8% 98.6% 87.0%/NY 74%

University of Illinois–Urbana-Champaign
60 3.4

3.7 3.15-3.71 160-167 23.0% 12.8 69.7% 96.4% 90.2%/IL 85%

Washington and Lee University (VA)
60 3.4

3.8 3.28-3.73 162-167 31.4% 9.8 83.1% 88.2% 93.3%/VA 74%

28. Boston College

59 3.3
3.7 3.41-3.76 162-166 19.4% 14.0 72.7% 98.4% 90.3%/MA 83%

University of Notre Dame (IN)

59 3.3
3.8 3.28-3.69 164-167 24.4% 13.7 78.8% 94.8% 92.7%/IL 85%

University of Washington

59 3.1
3.5 3.50-3.84 159-166 21.1% 10.8 90.1% 99.4% 84.3%/WA 75%

31. College of William and Mary (Marshall-Wythe) (VA) 58 3.2
3.7 3.33-3.84 162-166 24.1% 15.5 83.7% 95.2% 88.5%/VA 74%

Ohio State University (Moritz)

58 3.3
3.6 3.36-3.79 158-163 28.5% 14.1 76.9% 98.9% 89.7%/OH 80%

University of Wisconsin–Madison
58 3.5

3.7 3.23-3.72 156-163 25.8% 12.9 73.6% 97.7% 100.0%/WI 77%

34. George Mason University (VA)

56 2.7
3.4 3.10-3.78 160-166 20.0% 16.1 96.5% 99.6% 77.1%/VA 74%

University of California–Davis

56 3.4
3.6 3.35-3.73 160-164 28.1% 13.9 78.7% 93.3% 72.2%/CA 62%

36. Indiana University–Bloomington
55 3.2

3.5 3.24-3.78 157-164 38.9% 12.3 86.1% 93.9% 88.2%/IN 83%

University of Alabama

55 2.8
3.3 3.29-3.83 159-165 32.0% 11.3 84.8% 98.4% 97.3%/AL 80%

University of California (Hastings)

55 3.2
3.8 3.41-3.74 159-164 26.8% 18.9 71.8% 96.3% 84.1%/CA 62%

University of Colorado–Boulder
55 3.0

3.2 3.37-3.75 159-165 26.3% 13.7 84.5% 99.5% 89.4%/CO 76%

University of Georgia

55 3.0
3.2 3.39-3.85 156-164 22.6% 15.7 83.0% 98.2% 91.4%/GA 85%

University of Maryland

55 2.9
3.1 3.40-3.77 160-165 16.5% 11.8 80.7% 98.3% 79.9%/MD 74%

University of North Carolina–Chapel Hill
55 3.5

4.0 3.39-3.77 158-164 15.2% 20.1 63.8% 90.2% 83.4%/NC 71%

Wake Forest University (NC)

55 3.0
3.6 3.19-3.71 161-165 30.0% 10.5 74.3% 95.9% 92.6%/NC 71%

44. Brigham Young University (Clark) (UT)
54 2.8

3.3 3.40-3.80 161-166 28.4% 20.9 82.0% 98.0% 93.2%/UT 90%

University of Arizona (Rogers)

54 3.1
3.1 3.27-3.77 158-164 26.6% 12.1 72.4% 95.6% 81.9%/AZ 71%

46. Southern Methodist University (TX)
53 2.6

3.3 3.33-3.83 158-164 22.0% 14.4
N/A 97.8% 87.6%/TX 80%

47. American University (Washington) (DC)
52 2.9

3.3 3.15-3.60 158-163 24.7% 14.0 83.4% 97.8% 80.3%/MD 74%

Tulane University (LA)

52 3.0
3.4 3.35-3.70 159-163 33.5% 15.3 78.3% 95.8% 81.0%/LA 70%

University of Connecticut

52 2.9
3.0 3.27-3.66 159-163 15.1% 11.5 71.4% 96.7% 90.1%/CT 81%

University of Florida (Levin)

52 3.1
3.5 3.42-3.83 155-161 41.2% 17.6 74.2% 96.9% 82.6%/FL 72%

51. Arizona State University (O’Connor)
50 2.9

3.0 3.31-3.78 155-162 21.0% 9.9
N/A 98.4% 64.7%/AZ 71%

52. Yeshiva University (Cardozo) (NY)

49 2.7
2.9 3.23-3.72 161-166 27.8% 17.8 73.2% 98.3% 84.4%/NY 74%

53. Baylor University (TX)

48 2.4
3.3 3.41-3.88 158-162 24.7% 16.0 59.9% 97.3% 95.0%/TX 80%

Case Western Reserve University (OH)
48 2.7

3.3 3.07-3.61 157-161 28.5% 13.8 81.0% 98.1% 85.1%/OH 80%

Florida State University

48 2.8
3.0 3.26-3.74 158-161 24.3% 13.8 80.9% 99.3% 78.9%/FL 72%

University of Tennessee–Knoxville
48 2.6

3.1 3.37-3.78 155-161 27.6% 11.1 80.0% 94.4% 88.6%/TN 80%

57. University of Cincinnati

47 2.5
3.0 3.31-3.80 157-161 34.4% 10.7 67.5% 95.9% 87.5%/OH 80%

University of Pittsburgh

47 2.8
3.3 3.11-3.63 158-161 31.1% 14.1 80.3% 97.3% 83.3%/PA 78%

University of Utah (Quinney)

47 2.7
2.9 3.36-3.81 157-162 31.9% 11.6 83.9% 93.2% 89.6%/UT 90%

’06 

School’s 

Peer Assessment undergrad ’06 LSAT
’06 ’05 grads Employed

bar Jurisdiction’s

assessment score by
GPA

score
’06 student/ employed 9 months passage overall bar

Overall score lawyers/judges 25th-75th 25th-75th acceptance faculty at
after

rate in passage

Rank/School

score (5.0 highest) (5.0 highest) percentile percentile rate ratio graduation graduation jurisdiction rate*
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Huge Success!When Professor Steve Gey 

announced in december that he was di-

agnosed with als (known as lou gehrig’s 

disease), former and current students, 

colleagues at the law school and friends 

could have sat around and moped. 

instead, the inspired group of gey fans 

formed team gey and swam (one-third of a 

mile), biked (�6 miles) and ran (3.� miles) in 

a march 2� triathlon at maclay gardens in 

tallahassee and raised more than $37,000. 

the proceeds from the triathlon went for 

als research in steve’s name. 

the effort was coordinated by 2006 

grad Kristina Klein and third-year student 

Barbara leach. if you’d like to donate, you 

can send a check directly to Kristina at 

the following address: Kristina n. Klein, 

troutman sanders, 600 peachtree st. n.e., 

suite �200, atlanta, ga. 3030�; or call or 

e-mail her at �0�-���-3�36 kristina.klein 

@troutmansanders.com. 

at an event the same evening at café 

cabernet, students presented steve 

with a friend of darwin award from the 

national center for science education.  

this prestigious award has been won 

by such notables as richard dawkins 

and stephen hawking.  here’s a link 

for the ncse and a little info about the 

friend of darwin award:  http://www.

ncseweb.org/resources/rncse_content/

vol��/2�7�_ncse_members.

tri-for-Gey a
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Huge Success!
tri-for-Gey a

CLOCKWISE FROM UPPER LEFT

�. team gey gathers in the rotunda before the big event.

2. law school grad laura Johnson and steve gey. she made this great poster!

3. Kristina Klein, a 2006 grad, and steve cheer the team on.

�. steve, his sister-in-law Joanne Baizan, brother-in-law hanson Baizan,  
and niece Kelsey Baizan 

�. 2006 grads Kristina Klein and megan menagh flank their favorite law professor.

6. Judge tim harley and legal writing professor Jolen rawls wolf were at maclay 
gardens to support team gey.

7. third-year Barbara leach and steve

�. the big—and successful—finish to a great day!
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Wayne Logan Named the  
Gary and Sallyn Pajcic Professor

Wayne Logan, a prolific criminal law 
scholar, has been named the Gary and 
Sallyn Pajcic Professor of Law at The 
Florida State University College of Law.

The professorship was established by 
1972 alumnus Gary Pajcic, who passed 
away in 2006, and his wife Sallyn.  The 
$150,000 gift to endowment, and its 
legislative match, helped attract Professor 
Logan to Florida State.  

Logan will be teaching Criminal Law, 
Criminal Procedure, and Sentencing 
Law.  His current research focuses on the 
interplay among the state, federal and lo-
cal criminal justice systems.  Immediately 
prior to joining Florida State, Logan was 
a visiting professor at the Marshall-Wythe 
School of Law at the College of William 
and Mary, and prior to that he was the 
William Mitchell Professor of Law at the 
William Mitchell College of Law.

Curt Pajcic, Gary’s son and 1995 law 
school alumnus, said that the family is 
thrilled to have Wayne Logan named 
to the professorship.  “Dad’s heart has 
always been at FSU,” Curt said. “He gave 
FSU and the FSU College of Law credit 
for allowing him to springboard into the 
community and do a lot of very positive 
things. This is where his career started.” 

Logan said he is honored to be the first 
Gary and Sallyn Pajcic Professor of Law.  

“It is a tremendous honor to be appointed 
to the Gary and Sallyn Pajcic Professor-
ship, and I am extremely grateful to the 
Pajcic family for their support of the law 
school and their generous contribution 
to its mission. Gary’s remarkable life and 
contributions to the law and his commu-
nity will be a constant inspiration to me as 
I continue my teaching, scholarship, and 
law reform-related efforts as a member of 
the FSU faculty.”

In 1974, Gary and his older brother, 
Steve Pajcic, formed Pajcic & Pajcic, a 
personal injury law firm in Jacksonville. 
Curt and his brother Seth,  a 2004 gradu-
ate of the law school, are both attorneys 
at Pajcic & Pajcic.

 Sallyn is a driving force in a number 
of charities, including the Jacksonville 
Public Library Foundation and its an-
nual book festival, “Much Ado About 
Books.” 

Lance Block, a 1983 graduate of the 
Florida State University College of Law, and 
his wife, Carol, are donating $150,000 over 
time to endow the Lance and Carol Block 
Children’s Advocacy Center Clinical Profes-
sorship. “This is an historic gift for the law 
school because it is the first professorship 
specifically endowed to attract or to retain 
a clinical professor,” said law school Dean 
Don Weidner.  When the endowment is fully 
funded, it will be eligible for a fifty percent 
match from the State of Florida. 

“The vision Carol and I have is to help 
insure the law school retains faculty who 
are tirelessly devoted to children in need, 
enthusiastically devoted to the students and 
passionately devoted to teaching,” says Lance, 
“We’ve been particularly impressed with the 
work that’s being done at the Children’s Advo-
cacy Center. We are both sensitive to the fact 

that children in our state and throughout the 
nation  have been neglected when it comes to 
legal representation, and the Advocacy Center 
is doing a great job.” 

Founded in 1991, the Children’s Advocacy 
Center (CAC) trains second- and third-year 
law students in legal advocacy with an empha-
sis on intensive one-on-one and small group 
instruction. The Center is unique among law 
school clinical programs for providing a broad 
range of legal services. With approximately 80 
on-going cases, it represents children, persons 
with disabilities, and victims of domestic 
violence. It also handles special education, 
Medicaid, foster care, delinquency, criminal, 
school expulsion, developmental services and 
supplemental security income (SSI) cases.

“Carol and I are thrilled to be in a posi-
tion to do this for the law school,” Lance says, 
“We’re proud to support it.”

Lance and Carol Block Endow 
Professorship at the Children’s 
Advocacy Center

lance and carol Block

gary and sallyn pajcic
in 200�



Our current students represent 37 states, 10 countries and 222 colleges and universities, 
including: Brandeis, Brown, Duke, Dartmouth, Emory, Johns Hopkins, Michigan, Mount 
Holyoke, Northwestern, Princeton, Stanford, Tufts, U.C.L.A., U.N.C.-Chapel Hill, U. of 
Pennsylvania, Vanderbilt, Virginia, Wellesley, Williams and Yale.

The U.S. News & World Report ranks our environmental law program 12th in the nation 
and our tax law program 21st in the nation. Overall, U.S. News ranks us in the top tier of 
American law schools in terms of academic reputation (at 48). We also have program strength in 
International Law and in Law, Business and Economics. 

Ninety-nine percent of the class of 2006 was placed within nine months of graduation. 

Law schools across the nation use books written by our faculty in areas as diverse as bioethics, 
civil procedure, endangered species law, energy law, federal courts, international intellectual 
property, law and economics, legal ethics, ocean and coastal law and tax law. 

Some noteS about our law School…
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